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0. How did you did hear the news about the Pearl Harbor
attack? tr{here lrere you?

L. I4cDona1d I vras getting dinner, and it came over the
radio. I was trying to get a symphony program and this ne\,^/s
came about the bombing of Honolulu and pushed everything out.
The air was loaded with messages calling up servicemen
because vre had a lot of servicemen here, and we had a lot of
people working at plants that had to do vrith the war that was
going on elsewhere. As soon as this came over the airt
people who were on leave were called in.

Q. Were you surprised by the bombing of Pearl Harbor?

L. McDona1d Nobody expected Pearl Harbor.

A. Did you think we would enter the war at some timer at
some point?

L. McDonald I think people were getting ready they were
conditioned.

Q. What was your own personal situation at the tine? Was
your husband in any danger of being caIIed up?

L. McDonald No, but I had a son in University of draft age.
I was home. f hadntt been doing newspaper r'rork for a number
of years, and vras writing juvenile booksr and keeping house.
As soon as this started, the women in the neighborhood began
hounding me to join different things for war projects. They
thought that I was less than enthusiastic.

Finally, in desperation, I got to rolling
bandages. I only went a couple of times to those sessions,
and then we all began to think, "If the Japanese are going to
attack us, we ought to take our children across the
mountains." England had set that example because theyrd
taken children inland, away from the cities where they might
be bombed.

So they started this child evacuation course,
and it was in a school district office in Seattle, on Dexter
Avenue. I went into that, and there vlas a good-sized
registration. I stuck with that and it was better for me
than trying to roll bandages.

Then, when the course was over, I was
immediately called to go down and sit at' the Washington
Childrenrs Home an afternoon, doing child care. I had enough
of it right then. I said, "I know Irm a mother and all that,
but. . . t'
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Q. How o1d were your other children?

L. McDonald Wellr Ry son was in the Universityr and vre had
a little girl living with us that we had adopted. She was
six or seven years old.

Q. You rrrere doing a lot of childcare type things the
evacuation and the Washington Children's Home.

L. l'{cDonald I visualized myself , since I was writing all
those children's books at the timer &s useful on that child
evacuatj-on thing, entertaining the children and doing a
"story ladyt' sort of thing.

I realized that there wasn't going to be much
of that. It was just plain drudgery. It was a regular
childcare thing because a lot of women were working at Boeing
and at the shipyard, and they were hunting daycare places for
their children.

So I decided I rd better get back into something
I was fitted for, and I began looking for a newspaper job.
Itel1, in the first place, I had to consider my expenses at
home in going into something like that, and I needed to make
enough to cover the childcare question, toor and some
houservork.

I wanted somewhere with reasonable pay. I had
been a well-paid newspaperwoman before.

Q. What had you done before?

L. McDonald f was thirteen years in newspaper work. In
Portland, I was on Tbe greqonian, and I had been news editor
on the Bend Bullrelin and telegraph editor on the Sa1em
Statesman, during the First World War, And t had been news
editor with a daily up in Alaska, and I had been with the
Unj-ted Press in South America, and in \lew York, before the
New York Times. So I was getting decent p&y.

Flhen I went to apply for some openings that
occurred, the first one was in radio nerirs. They offered me
so little that I was kind of offended; I didnrt say so but...

So I went and asked some advice of one of my
newspaper friendsr do editor on the ISeattle] Times who had
known me in Portland, and knew what I could do. I stopped by
the Seattle Times and called him out and talked to him in the
Iobby, and rrffia to let him have a litt1e time to inquire,
and that I rd hear from him right away.

We1l, I was barely home when I got a call from
him saying there was an opening as a copy-reader on the
Seattle Times, and how about it? would I do copy reading?

I said, "!',1e11, I did copy reading during the
Iast war, and I could do it again."

Then the managing editor called me ancl arranged
f or me to come down on Monday morning, rvhen I vras to have
gone to work at the radio station. You see, as I was leaving
the radio station, the man said to me, "You know, since it's
been a long time since you've worked, I think we'd better pay
you only so much until we see how you do."

I thought, ttshucks ! , " because I had vrorked a
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little for the Mary I'largaret lulcBride radio program in ltrew
York, and t didnrt see that I was so antiquated on anything.

So, anyhow, I went down to the Times and talked
to the managing editor, and told him what I had had for pay.
And, oh yes! I had talked to the United Press in the first
p1ace, and the guild scale was against me they didnrt want
to pay what they would have had to pay a person with my
experience, unless I'd go to the San Francisco office. But I
said, t'Itm not leaving the Seattle area." So that was that.

I went to work on the Lilqe5., and one day the
managing editor came through and he GEThowing somebody
through, and he said, "This j-s that unknown quantityrr - I
forget exactly how he put it - t'a rroman copy reader."

So I was the first wornan copy reader they had
employed on the Seattle papers.

0. Did you think that the manpovrer shortage made it easier
for vromen to ryork on the paper during the war?

L. McDonald Oh, yes.
work.

They were crying for women to go to

I didn't enioy copy reading, and I stayed that
first year, and then f decided Ird go home when summer came,
and the children were home again. I thought lrd go home and
finish a book I was working on. So I guit the job and went
home.

They didnrt leave me in peace.
They kept calling me into the Times to

substitute for a week here and a week there in the same
department where I'd worked in the Features Department.
after my household got settled down again and the book was
finished, I went back to work, and then I stayed. I stayed
twenty three years rvith the Seattle Tinres ! ( laughing )

Cou1dn't get you out once they'd got you in!

IvlcDonald Yes !
I had never intended to vrork like that.

a. Living in Windermerer €rs you vrere at the timer you were
fairly near the Sand Point Naval Air Station. Was there a
lot of activity?
L. I{cDonald Oh, sure. They were flying all the time
there rrras lots of noise f rom planes.

Q. Were those barracks full of sailors?

L. I{cDonald Oh, y€sr but you see they were up the road
beyond us, and it was more that we heard thern in the air than
that we saw anything of the life there.

If you rode the busr you might have... But I
didn't ride the bus. There was rationing of gasr and you had
to have a good reason to have gas. I did drive to work.

Q. You must have had a rrCrr card - hovr did you wangle that?

L. McDona1d I was doing a man's job. It was a lirnited

So

Q.

L.
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amount of gas - I couldntt run around on pleasure trips.

Q. Do you remember how many gallons you gotr whether it vras
a rrBrr card or a ttgtt card?

L. I',IcDonald No, r don't, and I dontt think r mentioned that
in these notes.

0. Were there any rumors about the Japanese-Americans living
in Seattle that you remember?

L. S{cDonald It seemed that frorn the time of Pearl Harbort
things began to happen very fast. And there hadn't been
rumors that I was aware of. After all, I was at home.

But I remember we got a surpri-se because there
was a man that my husband had gone to school with at the
University of oregon, and my husband saw quite a bit of hin
down in Seattle, and suddenly he was shipped off vrith all the
rest of them.

Q. Were there ever any stories in the newspapers leading you
Lo believe that there was a possibility of Japanese
espionage?

L. IlcDonald Oh, yes! There \^rere constant rumors, and
anything vras published.

And, of course, the mustard story. l{e saw a
great deal about that in the paper, and also about these
floating bombs that were coming over. There vras a group down
near Lakeview, Oregon on a picnic, and the children picked up
one of these fancy little kite things and it blevr up and
killed a bunch.

And then vre read about the sarne kind of bombs
coming down in Curry County, Oregon, in the forests and about
forest fires.

f used to think lvhen I drove into town that I
vras going to rneet one of those things on the road. I alrvays
dreaded it - especially when I got around the north end of
the lake, towards Lake Forest Park. I donrt knorv why I was
obsessed with that idea, but when I got past there, I always
thought I would get into torEn safely.

But about the mustarcl, the paper harped on that
for, I suppose, some weeks, and suddenly there was the
discovery that there \,ras a big patch of mustard not far from
usr up across the road from the Sand Point Naval Air Base.
It was planted by a Japanese farmer, and it was blooming al1
ye1low.

Q. Was it just assumed that he was a traitorr or was he
taken to court?

L. lu{cDonald It was assumed it was de}iberately done.
People didnrt have any sympathy then. They thought. that
among the Japanese living here, there v/ere some who vrere very
much in sympathy with the old country, and vrould do a thing
Iike that. So they went out and morved the musLard, and
destroyed the evidence of the field.

And I guess that happened in some other places
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L. t1cDonald
things like
the coast, I
blacked out.

waterfront
had been out
and it came
vrhile. They

in the country.

Q. !{orking as you did with small children, did you see any
signs that they were afraid? Did they realize that we vtere
at war, and that the coast could be bombed?

L. McDonald l{ell, one of the stories I did at the time was
with a photographer at View Ridge School, and we did an air
raid drill picture. They v/ere taught to crawl under their
desks if any planes went over or if any bombing began. And
that was one of the first things.

Q. Were they taking it all ca1mly, like good little
soldiersr or were they afraid?

L. McDonald oh, they liked doing Lhings lilce that! They
were taken to basement rooms, and all that.

Q. Do you remember the blackouts at the beginning of the
war?

Oh, yes. You had to be very careful about
that, and in vrritj-ng stories about things along
was made a!{are that things like lighthouses rvere

When I would go out on a story on the
One time there was a Dutch passenger boat that
in the far East on its maiden trip from l-Io1}and,

on the run over here, and stayed here for a
didn't want it to be captured by the Japanese.
I went dovrn to do a story about this boat,

because it was very nevr, and a very fine boat. A guard vlent
along with me and the photographer the entire time we $rere on
the waterfront. You had to have a waterfront pass in
wartime.

Q. There must have been a lot of uniforms on the streets of
Seattle... What was the atmosphere like in Seattle? I{ere
people panicky t ot
L. l4cDonald Not panicky. I think they took it as a matter
of course. I had worked through another war, and that was in
a smaller place. trrle had a big city here.

We talked a lot about all these news st.ories
that were in the papers, but vrork went on as usual.

i{e did more talking about the handicaps of war
the shortage of gas and the shortage of sugar.

O. How badly off \dere you for sugar?

L. l"lcDonald You traded eoupons vrith people! l,Iy son went up
and did some work near ltrorth Bend for the Forest Service, and
they complained that he hadn't brought any sugar coupons up
for himself. I had to take a sugar coupon up there.

And f needed every one I had because I was
canning everything that I could can! People put up food like
nobodyt s business.
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Q. Did you have a garden, with all your other
responsibilities?

L. IlcDonald My son had planted a garden. There was a great
clamor to plant wartime gardens, and he had a garden on a
vacant 1ot in Windermere.

Q. vlith aII your responsibilities at the newspaperr you found
time to canr dS we1l.

L. McDonald I vrorked long hours. I did canning at night,
or on weekends.

0. tr{ere you growing a 1ot of vegetables? }'Jas it a
substantial effort?

L. McDonald Yes, it was quite an assortment of vegeLables,
and then we went out and picked fruits on vacant property
where there vrere old apple trees, and wlld blackberries, and
things like that. We canned everything \ire could get.

0. What other food was in short supply? Wasnrt meat a
problem? Dio your cooking change?

L. llcDonald WelI, it vras.very economical on the sugar, and
just watching everything because so many things weren't
avai-1able.

Youtd go to the stores, and as the rvar went on,
the shelves got emptier and emptier. You'd want something
and you couldntt get it.

And there were articles of clothing you
couldn't get. I think that was one of the first things we
thought of when peace was declared - that we could now go and
buy under\irear that we couldn't get bef ore !

Q. Did you have trouble getting ahold of stockings?

L. I',lcDonald Oh, yes.

A. Did you ever resort to leg paint?

L. McDonald No! (laughing)
13ut things like bras were hard to get.

0. Because of the elastic?
L. tlcDonald I don't know. They $rere different, then.

Q. How did you dress for worl<?

L. McDonald I wore the clothes you'd wear to go traveling
' conventional things, and nothing elaborate.

You see, on a newspaper job like mine became,
when I became a feature writer, I had to go to worl< prepared
to go out to any kind of a meeting, a dinnerr or anything. I
had to vrear in-between clothes that were acceptable
everywhere.

Itve always said that nelrspaper women should
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dress that vray they don't know r'rhere they're going to get
sent on assignment.

Q. Do you remember any other features you did during the war,
besides that one at the View Ridge School?

L. l,lcDonald One of the first stories I did when I went back
to the paper, after I quit the copy reading jobr vlas this. I
had a friend who became a director of home economics - she
was the county agent over at Ellensburg. And she began to
direct some v/omen's kind of thing - I can't tell you the name
of iL - but it was instructing people how to adapt their
households to wartime condj-tions. She got me to do a story
abouL that.

O. Flere you writing womenrs articles, basically?

L. McDonald No, I wasntt. I never have worked at a woman's
job on a newspaper.

Q. FIow do you define a t'vromants jobt' on a newspaper?

L. McDona1d tlhen I vrent into newspaper lvork, the average
newspaper had a society editor and a vromants club editor, and
a newspaper like the 3@ or the Oreqonian would have one
woman on general assignment. So my aspiration was to be that
woman on general assignment.

And that vras aII I supposed I could do to get
ahead. But when the war came along, editing jobs opened up,
and all kinds of reporting jobs.

I noticed in my notes that we had part of the
office they called oh, what was it? some kind of an island
- there were four or five vromen seated in a little group
there, and the nenfolks made fun of it.

A. Oh, letrs look it up!

(I{e pause to go through some of Lucile
l,lcDonaldrs notes, nhich deserve some explanation. These are
carbons of personal letters to friends and relatives,
arranged chronologically, which she has saved in her own
files. AI1 quoted material on this tape is read from letters
written during the war years. )

L. McDona1d This is from a letter that I wrote to a friend
in October, 1942: "I work for a man vrho is a bearcat. When
he blows up, the air is blue rvith smoke profane smoke. His
vocabulary is extraord.inary, but thus far none of it has been
dj-rected. at me. He got over sayingr ds he did vrhen I first
came there, that I was "that darnned vroman."

"My 3ob is an offshoot of the copy desk" - and
I told her what I did.

"one of the girls said I ought to be thankful
to have a desk of my ov,rn, as I work in a quiet corner. l.{ost
of the other vromen are handed around from one roost to
another. The place is fuII of women. They filled up one
section of four desks with them, and called the place Virgin
Island, until more of us swarmed in to pick up where the
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servicemen left of f .t'
"r'd like to hear my boss cuss the day when he

learned he was going to have to have a female in his
department, hovrever he has taken it like a lamb."

Q. With aII your job experience, it vras different for you
but there were vromen who had not rvorked up until 1942 and
1943, and the war did open up opportunities for women, Did
you see any long-term change for women because of those
opportunities, or was it an over-and-done-wj-th thing after
the war?

L. McDonald ft wasnrt for a number of us. I had a friend
who was a gray-haired woman living in Laurelhurst, and she
had majored in journalism in school but had never worked at
it professionally. VJhen the war came along, she decided to
see if she could get a job, and she landed one at the Times.
I believe she started in Society, but they found she could
really write and they rnoved her out into the nevrsroom. tr{hen
the war was over and that \,/oman I s husband took some j ob in
irlashington, and they moved there, she became the Times
correspondent in l',lashington. And that was really-l-m-ants
j ob.

She worked on it for several years. How she
carried on! Think of a gray-haired woman taking off when she
had never done this kind of thing professionally.

A lot of sromen took subjects in school, just as
I took journalism, knowing that the field was stacked against
us. And then we got the opportunity and kept on with it.

trie had a woman real estate editor for years
after the vrar, at the Times, and she probably got her
opportunity during the war.

Q. Did you perceive that women's employinent in the shipyards
and at Boeinq was a vrar-related phenomenon, and would go away
after the warr or did you think that blue collar work would
open up for women?

L. l.lcDona1d I think the typical woman vrho worked as a
vrelder during the war rvas probably glad when it was over, and
she could go back to homelife.

0. t{hat is that anecdote, about the woman who was wife of the
department chairman of the English Departrnent, at the
University of l'trashington?

L. McDonald She had been a singer before she was married,
and she became a vrelder in a shipyard.

0. Did you thj-nk that was a foolish thing for her to have
done?

L. l'lcDonald Nobody thought things like that were foolish.
They r,rere glad if people could handle these things. I
couldn't have handled something like that, but I was glad to
take the kind of job I could handle.

Did you feel that. people were watching your work as aQ.
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vroman, or did you feel that you had already proven yourself?

L. [tcDonald When I first went there, they certainly $/ere
watching rny ruork. I think they were surprised that I took
hold as I did.

Flhen I applied for jobs before the Timesr I
thought they felt it would be a mistake to take me on.

I knew vrhat I could do because Ird had a lot of
responsibility on other newspaper jobs, prior to that. But I
had been away from the newspaper business about ten years
when the war came along.

Q. I hadn't realized it had been that long.

L. McDonald Oh, yes. There htas a big gap during vihich I
worked at being a mother and a housewife. That was harder
for me than doing newspaper work.

Q. I,Ihy did you decide to move over to the east side of the
lake?

L. McDonald Because there was a great dernand for housingt
and we could get a very good price for our house at that
time. And we had reasons for lvanting to get out of the
neighborhood. Our lot was on the way to the park at
Windermere, and children crossed our yard aII the time to go
down to the park gate. We even planted a small hedge to keep
thern out and it didn't work so we just decided we vreren't
getting the benefit of our ovrn property.

0. There was a housing shortage - an acute one - in Seatt}e.
I,lhat perspective did you have on that in VJindermere?

L. IrtcDonald !,lellr my only perspective was that I could get
household help because the wives of servicemen up at Sand
Point were eager to come and live at the house. And
sometimes their husbands lived there, too. It depended on
what kind of jobs they had at Sand Point. The wife would do
housework for me, and that made it easj-er for me.

We wanted to get out in the country farthert
and we took a house that wasntt in very good condition.

That was another thing. When you tried to buy
any construction materials, you had to take what was
avaitable. The first work we had done on the house wasn't
entirely satisfactory. We couldn't put in a decent heating
plantr or anything like that. It was heated by a fireplace,
and as soon as the war was overr w€ took steps to get some
sort of furnace in there.

0. Did you have an oil furnace in Seattler in your !{indermer
house? OiI was rationedr wasn't it?

L. l,lcDonald Yes.

Q. Did you ever find it difficult to keep warm?

L. McDonald We put some barrels of oil away tor,vards the
winter shortage. I guess we usecl them up, though I donrt
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remember.

Q. Did you burn wood in your fireplace?

L. LlcDonald Yes, we collected rvood around the neighborhood
there, from fallen trees. Everybody was collecting wood.

Q. I can see you in competition with your neighbors'

L. McDona1d Yes, and these were very fashionable neighborst
yet they were glad to go out and get some fallen trees.

I remember another trick vre had. My son and I
took a rowboat and rvent out in the lake, and along the shoret
the driftwood would collect vrhere the shore was overhung by
bushes. There would be whole pieces of trees there, and v,re 

t d
tovr home to the Windermere landing these sections of vrood
that we'd pickecl up. tr'le took home quite a bit of firewood
that wayr though of course we had to dry it out.

e. In the letters youtve read to me, it seems like your
family spent an avrful lot of time feeding yourselves and
keeping yourselves vtarm - going hunting 1 goi-ng ea?! of the
mountainl for fruit, canning... Yet you had a full-time job
as well. Your days must have been very long during the vlar.

Side B

L. tlcDonald They were very long, and our weekends were busy
ones. IlIy husband, for instance, would go and vlork in that
vegetable garden, and I never in my life saw him work in a
vegetable garden at any other time, but he did during the
war. It vras planted by my sollr who was then in high school.

And if we went anywhere, v,/e brought back boxes
of fruit anything we could getr we brought home.

Q, And your family all shared this responsibiity and all the
work - it sounds like it didn'L all faII on your shoulders.

L. McDonald Thatrs right. Everybody worked at it.

0. Did you buy bonds cluring the war?

L. McDonald Oh, yes indeedr vre did.

Q. And did you Pay tax, as weIl, at work?

L. l4cDonald In 1943, there was a new Victory tax, and vrhen
I got a raise in pay of $5.00 a week, out of that $5.00, I
gol only g2.gS and the tax collector qot the remainder.

0. As viell, vreren't you telling me that your children in
School htere being asked to spend money for the government?

L. IrtcDonald They brought pennies and bought Victory stamps;
$.10 apiece, I think theY were.

Q. On a vleekly basis?
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L. ivlcDonald Yes, it seerns to me they had Some kind of
little books they pasted up with these stamps'

Q. Your Christmas in 1 943 was different than other prevlous
ones. I{ow did you cope with the shortages?

L.t4cDonald(readingfromherletters)''Ifoundthatlhad
to go to four stores before I found a small jar of pimientost
for something I was making. And trying to buy red cellophane
ribbon was so hopeless that I came home and ironed out some

old ones instead from last year...t'
"The little girl at the house vranted a pair.of

skates, but you couldn't biy skates tlenr so,we took Dick's
old ones and cleaned them aiA polished them for her..."

"trJhen I took Carol (the little girl) in to see
Santa Claus, she raced out of the Frederick & Nelson toy
department and over to the Bon l"larche, and tried to find
another Santa Ciaus, and finally shg said emphaticSlly, "Mom,
where is the toy department anyirow?" I told her, 'You're
itanding right in tfie rniddle oi it." It just wasn't like
those of other years. rr

t'christmas has
"because Dick is working the
AM, making his own breal"fast,
are up. Hers been riding the

Q. "As a swampertt? i'ihatrs a

been different for usr" I vrrotet
entire vreek. He gets uP at 5

and leaving the house before vle
mail trucks as a swamPer.rl

swamper?

L. I,lcDonald lrfel}, it was moving the bundles and taking them
up to houses and so on. t'He was riding 1n the rear of a cold

"i-td 
rit d.y Army truck doing it. - . "

Q. That Christnnas of 1943, it must have seerned like the vrar
had been going on for an awfully long time. "
L. McDonald I wrote, "The vrildest shopping efforts this
year are going into the purchase of candy. The- average store
'sel1s out in [.wo hours, and then waits for another vrholesale
delivery and sells out again."

ttThe candy counters are j ammed rvith people
arguing about rvhy they Lantt leave an order for a box of
sweets from the next lot to come in. "

"I,le gave up trying to find some ourselves, and
gave Dick some mor,ey. I^trhile the truck drivers took 1on9
iests, he scoured slores and bought a quarter's vrorth of this
or that at a time. we also pounced on some gumdrops that
showed up in a grocery store just as vte arrj-ved. Vtre fj-nally
got all Ltte candy we needed, but the bags are almost as
numerous as the iieces of candy. However, there arentt any
peppermint canes this Year.rl

"f went yesterday and used my last sugar
coupon. The little salk has to last us until January 15, and
t gloan to think of the dent the cranberry sauce will make in
it. tt

" .. . t'Jo visitors at the house for lack of
gasoline. I suppose that was the reason, or because everyone
is working too long hours. Dick was ej-ther bored or busy
doing a n6glecte<1 term paper for school, which he didnrt
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finish... I guess everyone's wartime Christrnas had a
lugubrious f lavor. tt

"We intended at the last minute to invite sorle
servicemen in as vre did last year, but we were too late and
none \Arere to be had. There were homes all over the city
pleading for soldiers and sailors to entertain and too few to
go around. tt

"Jessie came over from Pullmantt - she t s the one
who always brought us so many things "and spent the week
with us, recovering from the stress of her job as state
director of the Women's Land Army. Shers traveling most of
the time remedying the labor shortage in farm areas."

"...After the Christmas excitement died downr I
tried remedying the condition of the vrindovr curtains in our
bedroonn vrhich had begun to drop in shreds. Just trying to
buy window curtain material is an all day quest in itselfr" I
wrote, "I don't knovr what we will Co if the kitchen curtains
expire on their next vrashing. Even substituting figured
percale is almost out of the question j-nasmuch as purchases
are lirnited to five yards per person."

O. What was Bellevue like vrhen you moved over here? How
small rqas it?

L. l"lcDonald WeIl, I didn't move here at that Lime. lie
moved to Denny Park, at the north end of the lake, near
Juanita.

0. Irlhat rvas that area like when you carne?

L. t4cDona1d Oh, it was kind of woodsy. Inie vrere on the
waterfront, right smack up against the park.

Q. I"Jere there farms up there, or was it just woods?

L. McDonald llell, along the steep lakeshore, it was just
woods. The lots along the lake in that arear FI€rQ something
Iike 500r deep, and 50r to 75'wide. So they went back in
long strips that ran up the hil1. People would put their
houses on the lovrer side of the road and the back part of
their property was useless to them then. If you go back on
that road today, there are houses aII above the road.

Q. But you didn't have Loo much trouble finding a house to
purchase?

L. tricDonald Oh, yesr we dicl. It was a mants summer home,
and we had quite a hassle over buyi-ng it. lie finally sold
our house when rve had such a good offer that we just couldn't
afford to pass it up, because vte didn't want to live there
any longer. Somebody was wi-lling to pay us a better price
than we expected.

We decided thatr &s we had a boat, \^re r,rould put
our things in storage and live in the boat for a short time'
until vre found a place. In the meantimer mY husband had to
make a business trip East and he took me along with him. And
while vre rvere in the East, a man we had dickered with to buy
the place we had seen in Denny Park, banked at the sarne bank
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as vre did. tr^ie had left it to the trust department to see if
they could persuade him to sell, and they did. They wired
usr and ne said, "Gj-ve him a deposit guickly!" and get his
name on the dotted line.

!'/hen we got back from l{ery Yor}<r w€ had a house
waiting for us. I^Ie had allowed ourselves another fifteen
days after our return to get our furniture out of the other
place. So we moved in. It was a summer homel and it vrasn't
in any shape for a permanent residence.

l"tre were in real difficulties trying to buy
building materials, and as frve told your even trying to
remedy the heating situation.

Q. Itrn surprised you were able to get labor.

L. l'{cDona1d That was another thing. You got very poor
labor. We were very unhappy with the man that vras doingl our
work.

Q. Was he remodeling it?

L. DicDonald Yes, he vras a man recommended by the next door
neighborr but he turned out to be very slow. And we were
ahvays having trouble - the electrician would come and leave
the job unfinished, maybe for a week, and plumbing was
difficult. in the same way.

There was a just a series of obstacles until
peace rvas declared.

Q. You were cornrnuting in to Seattle at that time?

L. McDonald Yes, we began to cornmute in.

Q. There were still rationing problerns and shortages...

L. McDonald Oh, yesr there were. This rvas in January,
1945: "I was amused to pick up today's paper and find that
the shortage of bathroom tissue had finally got into print.
Thatts our current famine. You buy it one roll at a time if
youtre lucky. The grocer keeps the box under the counter so
there vtontt be any slip-ups."

"During Christmas week, that was also the way
we vrere buying butter - a quarter pound at a time. Then they
hoisted ration point values on it, and now we can buy it a
pounC aL a time once more."t'But the toilet tissue is another matter. lie
may be reduced to corn husks yetr when we have the corncobs!"t'There is a story in the paper today saying how a vroman took
her blue apple vrrappings, ironed them out, and used them for
cocktail napkins. lle haven't been able to buy paper napkins
for a couple of months. The last pack were violent red,
white, and blue ones - must have been left over from a Fourth
of JuIy allotment."

"['lhich remj-nds rne of shopping for undervrear for
Carol. I{hen we finally found her some undervests, they were
Lhe right size at the top but as long as a princess slip.
They cost only $.19 each, and they looked avrful. Irm 1008
positive that they were intended to clothe war refugees but
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!.re nere glad to get them."

0. How would you describe the Eastside during the war?

L. t,{cDonald !fel1 it rvasn't anything like it is now. You
didntt have a lot of restaurants around or means of
entertainment - there was just that little movie theatre in
Kirkland. Then, when they opened up [BellevueJ Sguarer w€
got our first movie in Be1levue.

And vrhat I s the name of that famous restaurant
in Bellevue? The first one? It's the little one, named for
a tree.

Q. ?Iould you say it vras a rural area? Tdere the houses
vridely spaced?

L. l.icDonald Oh, yes .
much.

And the streets vreren't improved

The theatre opened in Ftarch, 1946 - so thatrs
after the war - so we had nothing. And the Crabapple
restaurant didn't open until July | 194'7.

Q. Itrs my understanding that Bellevue \.ras a smaller town
than Kirkland during the war...
L. McDonald Oh, yes! It was nothing! Until the bridge
camer You see.

Q. I,Jhat was Redmond like, then?

L. llcDona1d It was just a country town.
main place.

Kirkland rvas the

a.

L.

Q.

And you were close to Bothell?

l4cDonald Yes.

Did you shop in Bothell?

L. I'lcDonald No, Ird shop on the way home in Lake City.
Vlhen I'd come from the office, by that time my son was in the
universi-ty, and Ird come up Fifteenth, and pick hinr up by the
campus there at Forty-fifth.

And wetd drive north through Lake City, and
stop and shop there at a store thatrs gone nov/. There was a
well-knovrn chain of stores - ttArt t st' - and he had three or
four stores around in the suburban area.

Thatts vrhere rvetd buy our food.

Q. Did you find that your new neighborhood was as oriented
to Civil Defense, and volunteer vrorkr ds your Y'lindermere
neighborhood had been?

L. t{cDona1d I{eIl, people out our lray vrere mostly r,'rorking,
and the big problem out there vras getting transportation to
the ci-ty. This was a time when you didnrt hesitate to pick
up people hitching a ride.

By the time f got to Kenmore, almost every
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morning, I'd have a passenger some woman glad to get a lift
to somewhere near the office rvhere she worked.

Q. I suppose there wasntt that much public transportation.
L. IvlcDonald l^Jell, there vras a bus, but it was crovrded. If
you missed the bus, or if there vrasntt roonn for your you were
out of luck-

I just habitually picked up people in Kenmore,
and took them in.

And by this time, there r/rasn't that frenzy of
getting you to enlist in things. People were all holding
jobs, if they could get away fron home.

Q. How would you sayr if you could, Seattle changed because
of the war?

L. I'tcDonald I havenrt lived around Seattle enough to really
be able to say.

Q. Did the large influx of war vrorkers stay after the vrar?

L. McDonald Oh, yes.
The big thing that happened afterward was all

the building to take care of these people. And of course the
immediate interest in getting the bridges buiIt. Thougth the
first bridge opened in 194A.

We lived where we vrent around the north end.
In those days, there was a tol] on the bridge.

Q. I donrt irnagine the ferries vrent that far north, up by
you?

L. llcDonald The ferries only went to Lake tr'Iashington
Shipyards, from the time the bridge opened, that was the last
time the ferries ran except the ones that took workers to the
shipyss6s. And that vras a special thing.

Q. Vlhen the war ended, what were your feelings at the time?

L. l,lcDonald Oh, just so glad it was over! I have the
record of that day.

This is dated August 16, 1945: "tr^le had our
great moment at the office. Along tovrard four otclock, lre
becarne avrare that something v/as about to happen. l'{r. Cahill
and I,1r. Blethen and other bigvrigs vtere gathered in the
manaqing editorrs off ice. The ner"rs broke on the radio
there. tt

"Then simultaneously the UP dispatch came.
Reporters, office girls, and all gathered around outside the
glass enclosed cubicle. Bosses tiaited for AP communication,
and when it came, Frank Blethen deliberately put his finger
on the electric aadget that sounds a siren, the moment vre had
waited four years for. Then anti-climax, Lhough the Tirnes
had r,vaited all day for the news, there vlasntt steam enough
for more than a feeble burp from the noisemaker. Five
minutes later, it still hadn't worked up to the pitch it
attains for the ordinary noon whistle."
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"tr{e stood at the window and listened to the
noise in the streets gain in acceleration. People vrho at
first didnrt notice moved to their windovrs - some came dovrn
into the streets. Fairvi-ew Avenue filled with cars. Bus
drivers sounded their horns wide open. t'

"Gasoline restrictions were forgotten. Stores
locked their doors, leavj-ng hastily penciled closing signs
behind. I left the office a little after 4:30. By the time
I got to the University District, one couldn't buy a loaf of
bread, or get inside a drugstore. They were closed tightly.r't'The streets v/ere fulI of bewildered women , of
car drivers taking llrong turns, honking. There was no room
f or parkingt. t'

"At Eastlake and t'tason Streets, I slowed dovin
for a stoplight. A woman came up to the curb, opened the door
of my car, and climbed in, t'Excuse me, Irve never done a
thing like his before in ny life, but are you going torvard
65Lh? The buses all passed me up and Irve got to get horne.
l,{y husband is in Okinawa. I sat in the office and cried rvhen
f heard the news. tt

t'At an open air groceryr rshere I finally
stopped, the proprietor vras wailing because he vras unlucky.t'I have only pure water and ginger ale, honest, misterlr'he
was saying to a customer looking for mixers.rl

"I rvanted to bring ice cream home to celebrate.
l.io chance. No place to buy it.tt

"when I got to the house, past cars crowded
with sailors, and high school kids, and just kids, past cars
dragging clanklng boilers that made me think of llovember,
1918, past youngsters sitting on fences along Bothell l{ay
tooting horns, Carol came out in what she considers her party
dress, a bunch of phlox in her hand."t'You ought to dress up, Momrt' she greeted me,ttltts peace. I heard it on the loudspealter from clear over at
Sand Point. "

"I,lhen we ate our dinner, Daddy" this letter
is written to rny son, Dick, rvho was out on a job -tthad found
some port wine and beer, but aside from that the meal was
ordinary. The vreather, hovrever, v'las heavenly and has been
ever since. Di-ck l{ayes, at the off ice, says it seems as
though the Lord had cleaned the world off and given it back
to us, and summer had begun all over again, and made a
fresher and better start."

"The office allowed us only half a holiday, but
vre felt we ought to do something, so tomorrow night, wetre
going to get in an extra cruise since the gas restrictions
are lifted. I'.ierre going out from Friday evening to Sunday
evening, and take some nei-ghbors along. They carne out last
night to make plans with us, but hadn't gas to get back. [^Ie
gave them some out of a can - vre could afford to be generous
now. tt

"So many people went on a gas-buying binge that
many places, if they r{ere open at all, were sold out. People
have simply felt lil<e getting out and going places. The park
next door was filIed vrith picnickers all yesterday - riloreso
that all summer put together. I guess it was pent-up
restlessness coming out for the roads r"rere full vrherever
yourd go. Cars were lined up at gas stations waiting for
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service, and tittle speedboats of a type we haven't seen all
summer are buzzlng around the lake tonight even as I write.t'

ttDowntown at the office, the women on the local
staff are already worrying about their jobs. I'le had a nevr
man reporter on today and they took that as a bad sign. It
is the same in other places. I've picked girls up going to
rvork and they have the same thought in mind."

"The second thought is all the things we can
soon buy. I looked at the shreds that are ny underwear, and
rejoiced that soon it vron't be impossible to find some
replacements. And stockings! tr'ler11 be having silk again,
paper napkins, and toilet tissue that isn't smuggled from
under the counter of a cautious grocer! And Bisquik for
hurry-up shortcake!"ttAnd from here on, maybe vre can finish the
house without makeshif t substitutes. Hovr glad \"re are that we
hadn't decided on a heating plant. Norrr one with fuel oil
wontt be impossible."

"And to add to that that novr there v/ontt be any
more trips to the snarky Kirkland Ration Board which leaned
over backwards to interpret regulations to the letter.rl

"l{y boss said that the thing he looked forvrard
to about peace was that once in a while he could hire someone
he could afford to help with the outdoor work around the
place. tt
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