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Side A

Q. Let me ask you how 1'611 heard about the Pearl Harbor
attaek.

lvirs. Ovren f was sitting at my dressing table on Sunday
norning, with the radio on - I think vre kept the radio on a
good deal of the t j-me because we didntt knorv what was going
to happen - vrhen all of a sudden I heard it announced. I{y
husband had gone dovrn to his office that rnorning, and I
remember calling him and he said, "Yes, he had already heard
it." That vias my introduction to Pearl llarbor.

Q. You said you had been listening to the radio. tr'lere you
not shocked then? llad you been expecting something of this
kinC?

i.lrs. Orren Before that tirner wo weren't officially in
the war. Butr y€s, Pearl l{arbor was a terrible shock not
only to the Seattle area but up and clown the coast. \'le vrere
the people who lrere closest to Pearl llarbor in the United
States. It was a very severe shocl< to all of us - not only
that it had happeneC, but the Lremendous loss of li-fe and
what it had clone to our forces. ft left a veryr very strong
impact on everyone.

A. \oiould you say there vras any impact of panic? tr'iere people
very afraid those first days after Pearl Harbor in the
coastal cities?

i'lrs. Owen I r.rouldnrt say it vras panic, but there was
clef inite fear. Frorn really hours after Pearl Harborr w€ were
all made ar.rare on radio that we nust at night let no glimmer
of Iight. out of our t'.rindovts. I,tre put blankets over the
r+indovrs to keep light out - shaCes werentt enough because you
could see the light behind them. So it vras suggested that vre
put blankets over the windor,J so there vrould be no light
r,rhatsoever to shovr that there was anyone there. As I
remember, vre did that for tvro or three nights - it may have
been a longer period than that.

There rvas a real fear that the Japanese v,rould.
come right on over from Pearl Harbor and attack the Pacific
Coast states. tr{e, and California and Oregion, really had
something to vrorry about.

Q. Do you recall making any family plans to meet in the
basement? Did you have a personal plan of what you vrould do
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l.{rs. Ovren
independent
things that

if the aircraft carne overhead?

l{o, I think probably I was just sufficiently
minded that I vrasn't going to do any of the
hrere suggested ! ( Iaughing )

I think it was suggested to all of us that t^re

have a place where r.re could go and I don t t remember ever
doing anything to make the basement particularly receptive to
us. It was continually suggested to us that vre lay in a
stocl< of supplies, groceries, and thj-ngs of that sort. i"'iany
people had vast amounts stowed ahlay. I think I alivays
thought I would take lvhat came when it carner 5o I vras not
particularly fore-handed in maki ng arrangements for those
days.

0. Did you P.now right off that your husband r,vould be
enlisting and wanting to go overseas?

l'{rs. Or,/en I{elI, he had v,ranted to go. He regretted the
fact that he wouldn't be going into the war. I{e had ali,rays
regretted the f act that, although he lvas in lrlorld tr'lar I ' he
r,rasn t t able to go overseas. Af ter Pearl Ilarbor and af ter he
found out about military governrnent, he then decided that he
would apply inmediately for militarlz government and so I kner'I
frorn then on. I C.on't remember that he had ever Lalked about
it before Pearl l{arbor, but when ue vlere officially in the
war and it had been officially announced that there would be
a l,{ititary Government Division, then he decided to apply for
that.

O. You r^rere then a wife waiting at hone for news of her
husband. Did the rnails supply you vrith enough? Intrere they
censored? Inlere you afraid for him?

l,1rs. Owen No, I wasnrt afraid for him because he wasn't
on active duty. He vras stationed in Englancl for about a
year, part of the time in a small tovrn outside of London.
Just before D-Day, he wrote me tirat he was standing abour
four feet from a Very Important Person that r,,ras all he
coulcl sayr you see - the important person proved to be [the
man rvho r.rould later bel President Eisenhower.

t didn|t fear for him for the reason that he
v/asntt really close to battle lines. I{e really vrent onto
active dutf in military governnent after the war vlas over. I
wasntt particularly vrorried.

The nails came through very wel-l. There'd be
perhaps a vreel< vrhen 1t'ouldntt hear from hi-rn, but. if there
vrasn't a letter, there vras usually a postcard f or our
daughter. There was no period '.Ehen I i'ras parLicularly
concerned for his safety.

a. So your daughter did not experience any crisis in- - -

l''irs. or^,'en iqo, she didn't experience any crisis. I
thlnk she went through r.rhat I didnrt realize at the time vras
very much a feeling of her father's being gone, and it upset
our life. It $rasn't the normal life that she had lived up
until that time.
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I think she r.,ras a very sensj-ble child, and
she learned to cope. Perhaps that vras the attitude of the
people arnong whom she v,ras living, and so she accepted. it.
And yet I've of,ten thought thatr ds an adult, I rnight not
have had any appreciation for what she vras really going
through. But she didnrt show it in fears or nightmares or
anything of that l<ind.

0. Your husband was gone, and there r,'rould be things that
needed doing around the house. Did that become difficult?

itrs. Owen I{e11, it had its moments vrhen it was not too
easy. Just before we moved into our house - and we moved in
just three weel<s before he nent off to take his training at
the UniversiLy of Virginia - vre'd had a very severe windstorm
and about three trees had ]:lol,rn down. I{e had bought a cross
cut saw and a savrhorse, arranged before he left for a man to
come ancl cut the trees up. And the man never showed up.

I, knowing they were going to lie there for
the next three or four years if somethingi wasntt done, usecl
to take ny seven year old out around dusk when the neighbors
couldn't see us and r're savred up aII the loEs.

That was the lcind of thing that you learned
to cope wit.h. l'le vrere to have a nevr lavatory put in right
before he left, and he had again rnade arrangements for the
plumbers to come. Things of that sort were very hard to
arrange. Equipment was very hard to get. Everything rvas
being sent to the war.

So it vras very fortunate for us that he was
able to make this arrangement r^rith a rnan lvho ovrned a plumbing
business. IIe rvas to arrive on l{onday morning, and my husband
had arranged for a man to come and take out sone shelves in a
china closet rvhere the little lavatory was to be put in. The
man never shorved up. This was quite true of that particular
time. They could get jobs easily, and he may have said,
"Yes, I|II come on such and such a dayr" but in betvreen, he
had gotten a job and had forEotten all about it or didn't
care.

everything.
So I had the feeling I could do almost

I vrasn't very good on electricity. (laughitg)

Q. If the rvar had gone on long enoughr you probal:1y would
have gotten better.
l4rs. Orven r$e did learn hor,r to change f uses and things
like that. You had Lo.

O. llere you av/are of a housing crunch?

i,irs. Ovren Oh, y€sr very rnuch avlare of, a housing crunch.
Partly because the second year miz husband was away, some very
good friends of mine, a man and his vrife and tr,vo little i:oys,
vrhom I had known for many years, sold their house in a
neighboring community. They thought they had gotten a very
good price for it, and then d.iscovered that despite the good
price they couldntt afford to buy anything else because the
housing vlas so short, there \,rasn't very much to chose from.

You didn't pick up the Sunday paper and see

Owen page 3



pages and pages of houses for rent or for sale. There
r.rerentt any. So they carne to spend the second year that my
husband was av/ay with r.re, vrhich was very pleasant. i'le had
the advantage of having more rationing tickets for food than
my seven-year-oId and I vrould have had alone. And I remember
vre rvould spend all our rationing tickets on a roast of beef
it rvas so unusual to have a roast of beef ! You didn't get
meat like that durinE the vrar. So r,re would try to decide
whether to have second helpings that nightr or save it for
another rnea1. ritre aII had second helpings! (chucl<ling)

But it vras an unusual living situation.
Therers no quesLion about that, but again you learned to cope
with it. If you diCn't have very nany ration tickets, then
you got along without.

Q. Did you have some young r.iomen living vrith you for a time?

l.{rs. Orven Yes, the f irst year after my husband leftr I
was in a fairly large house alone with ny seven year o1d. I
vras called by one of the committees that vras responsible for
housing for particularly women in the service to ask if I
would be willing to take a young woman in vrho was a SPAR.

officer, in the Coast Guard. I ruas delighted to have the
companionship. She was gone all day. She vras a very
preasant person'sh" 

o,a" then sent on active cluty sonewhere
else, and three more came to join me. i,"ie had a verlz pleasant
time. I've kept up with aII of them because I really did
enjoy them. And then they'd be shipped on to sorne other
placer so I knew I vrasntt going to have any one of them for
very long. It was a very congenial atrnosphere that rve haet
and I knovr that they were very appreciative of getting into a
home, rather than just having a roorn sornervhere or something
of that sort.

I hadnrt expected to give them meals, but at
the end of the first vreek, one of them aslced rvas there any
chance that she could have Sunday dinner?

I said, "You can come to every meal you vrant,
as far as Itrn concerned. I dontt guarantee theytll be
al.rfully good meals, but you are more than welcome.t'

And we had a very, very pleasant time.

0. It sound like a kind of comrnunal living.

i,lrs. Or\ren No, not communal livinE. I was the head of
the household, and they carae and r.rent. I had to and did
adjust to then very happily.

I rernember one girl who rvas a graduate cf
Smith College, and not out of college very long. Her duty
\.ras from rnidnight to six Al{ and she found it terriblv hard to
stay arvake during those hours. She rvould come in at seven in
the morning, her eyes just half open because she vras 5o
sleepy. Sheto go up and sleep for several hours. So r"re

adjusted to that because everybody else was adjusting to it.
I was only too glad to make life a little

more pleasanL for them. They were enjoying r,that they vtere
doing. At the sane tj-me, it vras an adjustment for then, too.
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Q. Your volunteer activities viere r,'.rith vrhich organizations
at that time?

l4rs. Owen l.leII, particularly r'rith I Children's ]
Orthopedic llospital. I was very active then - in fact, I v/as
president of the board during the vrar years.

i.ie vrere very shorthanded at the hospiLal.
llurses vrere very hard to get. Siany of the doctors had gone
of f . I'Ie had a committee rneeting every Tuesday morning up at
the hospital - a group of us on a certain committee - and vre
vrould break the committee up at eleven or twelve orclock to
go and feeC the babies. It takes hands to feed babies. You
don't just give a baby a bottle anEl-go off and leave it. It
was typical of Orthopedic liospital that a baby r,ras held in
your arms and you fed the baby. That was one of the things
that the board recognized that it could help out in doing,
just to provide nore hands to look after things.

0. I'iere there any other changes at the hospital because of
the r.;ar? Did it become involved in civilian defense planninE
at all, if there trere an emergency?

I'irs. Ovren I'rn sure it did, altlrough I don't remember
the detail of it. ilvervone was concerned vrith civilian
defense. trle vrere a1l supposed to have a plan, but I donrt
remember the detail of hovr it affected the hospital.

O. tr"lere you involved with Ryther Child Center?

I,{rs. Ovren Yes, I r.ras involved with Ryther, and f
remember our being notiiied that. in case of an ai-r raidr or
something like that, vre were to take all the children and
head up for Snoqualmie Falls. It seemed alnost impossible
when you think of ushering thirtl' or fortl' youngsters r"rho had
their own problerns to another situation so different from the
one they r{ere already having difficulty adjusting to.

But you did vrhat people thought was best for
you. You might do it vrith grumblinE but nevertheless you
accepted the fact that that vras vrhat was supposed to be done.

9. It sounds like a very busy and crowded time perhaps
more busy and crowded than any other tirae since then.

Ilrs. Ovren !"1e11, I think that's undoubtedly true.
Certainly all the people I knew vrere vrilling

to help the war effort in any vray they could. If it vras a
rnatter of serving on committees, being hostesses for people
in the service, being hostesses at Cances or parties given
for servi-cemen, or abidinE by the regulations on rationing
for food or gas you did it. I dontt l.,nov; anyone rrho didnrt
accept it as part of a very busy and necessary life.

0. The influx of people during the war svrelled Seattlers
population greatly during those years - servicemen, and
people vrorking in the shipyards and at Boeing, and then
therers a baby boom beginning as vrell, trJhat rrere the affects
on the Seattle school systern as far as you could perceive at
that time?
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lirs. Or.ren There rvas a raarked impact on Seattle schools
and the populatj-on in them during the r+ar. The birthrate had
begun to go up her in Seattle - the number of children born
in, I think, 1943, I''Iellr w€ l<nev/ that five years from 1943 1those children would be in kindergartenr so we could see that
there was going to be a very large increase in population.

I went on the Seattle School Board in 19451
so I came i-n just at the tir.re vrhen the baby boorn vras
beginning to be fe1t. It complicated life in Seattle because
the population i-ncrease after the vrar r,ras quite noticeable.
There vras a very larEe settlement out in the l{orth ltnd of
Seattle, and to the problems that the School District already
had with children vrithin the city lirnits, t{as the adctritional
problem of Seattle increasing its northern boundary fron
100th street to 145th street. That took in a certain section
of the city that i,+as growing very rapidly. It had been part
of the Shoreline area.

lle were faced irnmeCiately with not only
providing for increased population within the city limits as
r.re had knovrn thern, but for a burgeoning population up to
1 45rh.

8. I,/as there a teacher crunch?

l"irs. Or./en There had been a teacher crunch during the
war. The Seattle schools had for the first time, I believe,
taken married teachers during that time. It was only because
of the war that they adrnitted married teachers. That hadnrt
been alloraed up to that time. But those teachers proved to
be so very successfuL that the school district decided to
continue the change in policy and married teachers were
adrnitted after that.

Irm not sure hovr much longer j-t was before vre
followed up on another matter that had been occasioned by the
vrar, and that vras the addition of l{egro teachers into the
district, I dontt knort' how many rve had used during the rvar,
but everything had to be done on a rnore or less ternporary
basis because the need was so great. After the war, the
superintendent came to us and recommended that rve again
change our policy to include the t{egro teachers. I remenber
vrell that the Board said they viould be very glad to change
the policy if the Superintendent vrould guarantee that the
first [Negro] teacher be an e>:tremely good one, which he
attempted to do.

A. lilhat r.ras the racial situation in Seatt-le just at the
beginning of the vrar in terrns of housing and employrnent and
eilucation? Ancl the social attitudes.
l,irs. Owen The social attitudes, as I remember thern,
vrere ni1 on the subject of the racial situation. The i'{egroes
\rere living in vrhat vras called "Coon Hollowr" dov;n there on
l.{adison Street, betr,reen about Tvrent.y-third and Trventy-eighth.
They were crowded, but not so cror.lded because there weren't
very many of them :-n those days - tirere vrere comparatively
few in Seattle.

During the war, ltlegiroes came from all over
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the country because there vras less racial tension here than
in other places. They f ound this l'/as a very desirable place
to 1ive, and the I'iegro population grelit decidedly during the
r,rar. Ancl here they aII still were being crowded into this
very restricted area there on FIaCison Street, and something
had to give. They began to spread out onto Raj-nier Avenue
and that part of town. They branched out a bit around r.rhere
they had been living, but it was very slovr. A very slovr
change of attitude.

A. i,lere they restricted b1r actual restrictive covenants
people who refused to rent or sell to then - or were they
restricted b1' comrnunity attitudes vrhich made it so unpleasant
for them?

I'trs. Owen They vrere restricted chiefly by connunity
attitude, plus the fact that I think many of then vrouldnrt
think of going into an area v,'here they hadntt been bef ore.
And I can rqell appreciate their polnt of vier^/.

f rernember C.uring that time - and I thought
that I lived j-n a fairly liberal conmunity, and certainly in
a block of liberal citizens - thaL I v,'as calIed one night and
asked if I would mind if my neighbor sold to a Chinese and
his vrife. FIe vras on the University of I''lashington faculty. I
said, ttlnJhy, rtd be delighted, and f rd be glad to see, i.vhen
they moved in, that they met the other neighbors."

And she said, "llould you believe it? You're
the only one on this blocli that has been willing to accept
them?"

That vras the attitude. People weren't as
conscious in those days of their attitude of discrimination
they simply accepted it.

Q. li?hat rrere employment opportunities like here in the city
of Seattle before the war for blacl', r'tromen?

l'1rs. Owen I vioulcl say they vrere non-existent.
I had been in the business world from ten to

twenty years before the rvar. I had been at Frederick and
Nelson. At that tirne, if a FJegro viornan came into the glove
department and wanted to have a pair of gloves fittedr it
couldn't be done. I{e didn't f it gloves for a i'iegro vlolrnan.

I remenber a l{egro vJoman corning up with a
very srnall child to the Tea Room, and there vras consj-derable
Ciscussion as to vrhether or not she should be admitted. (The
child vras Caucasian; the ltregro vJoman v;as its nurse.)

You just diCnrt see anybody. You just didn't
see anyone. And I can include the Japanese and Chineser too
- I don't thin]< it ever occurred to them to come to the
Frederick and Nelson Tea Room.

Q. Did they come to the Personnel Department?

l"lrs. Or"ren No, I dontt rernember any Negro employees that
vre had while I r'ras there.

Q. Vlas that a policy or ltas it just...?
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llrs. Ol.ren Oh, both, probably, but there v/as a policy
that you didntt fit a lJegro. Ancl she couldnrt possibJ-y have
gone to the dress sectionr or coats and suits, and been
fitteo. But that vras the vral' people thought in those days.

lle haven't progressed nearly enough, but
tr"trerve progressed a IonE, Iong r.ray frorn that attituCe.

Q. Do you thinli the war had a role in that change?

l{rs, Oruen Oh, yes! Definitely it had a role.
I.'{hen you v.'orked beside somebody who vras

black, and yourd never had that experience before and founcl
it was a very pleasant one, of course, it changed your
attitude.

Just the vray it did in the service. The men
rvho worked vrith blacks in thelr regirnents, I think, carne out
lvith a very different feeling from the one they'd had vrhen
they came in.

I think this r.ras one of the great advantages
of the war.

a. In shopping in dovrntown Seattle during the I'rar, Cid you
have any sense of the cornmunity chanEing? As a woman, did it
seern to you to become a more r.ride open town? Did you avoid
First Avenue consciously?

ltrs. Owen I can hardly answer that question...
didntt talie me downtot/n verv much.

I'iy t'aays

I think r,Je r"rere av/are that streets r,.rere
crowoecl and there lrere lots of servicemen around but I don I t
think it had any affect on my comings and goings.

e. Did you become ar.rare of those traffj-c problems?

I.'Irs. Ovren Lack of gasoline was the thing that we vrere
more ar'rare of than anything else! (laughing)

I think the traffic problems then lvould seern
insignificant compared to vrhat. they are not'/ when people do
have the gas.

I dontt remernber the traf f ic problems
particularly, but I do remember the limitations that. t.lere
placed upon us getting gas. I remember getting out at 6:30
and 7:00 in the morning on line to Eet gas at the filling
station nearest ne.

A. Iior+ long r,vould you have needed to r..'ait?

l{rs. Orven Oh, Ird be prepared to vrait anyvrhere up to an
hour. There'd be long lines of cars ahead, and thatts vrhy I
rvent so early because people didn't usuallly go quite that
early. But othervrise, I vrould get in line half way down the
street and edge my r"ray up as each car got a little bit of gas
and went on.

lie dontt know v,rhat i-trs like these days. 'lnle

ma]r complain about the high cost of gas, but when you cantt
get gas, itrs an entirely different situation.

0. Dicl it becone a hardship for you? It sounds as though
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you coped admirably - did you ever perceive it as a hardship?

Ilrs. Otren I'fel1r you planned very carefully. You didnrt
use gas unless you needed to. I donrt remember that vre
vrall<ed so much. I was pretty far from the places I vranted to
get tor so I had to use gas.

!,tre l.rere sufficiently restricted that, during
those \"/dr 12s61's, when I \,ias president of the orthopedic
[ilospital], and vre alvrays hacl a number of requests for
speakers to go out and talk to groups outside of Seattle, it
becarne a real hardship because tre couldn I t get the gas. I
was the only one vrho rvas entitled to it on behalf of the
Orthopedic }lospital, so I rvent hither and yon, and felt
fortunate and also felt guilty because sometimes I had to go
so far.

A. I{hat were you spea}<ing on to those people far off? I'{ere
you asking for support?

Ilrs. Or.ren Yes, and it was oftentimes people vrhere a
child had corne to Orthopedic from that comrnunity, and they
r,/ere very supportive and rvanted to l<novr more about the
hospital and to have a speaker. So for rnany' many years, the
Boarcl has gone ottL on every requesL of that l<ind, and they
still come.

It rvas a reguest for more informatj-on and to
stimulate their support. ile alvaays sent speakers.

A. llithin a fevr days after Pear1 liarbor, all the Japanese
Americans living in Seattle r'rere asl<ed to turn in their
radios and firearms and cameras to the Seattle Police
Department. And rvithin six months they were bound for
elsewhere, on buses and trains. trfhat vras the atmosphere like
at that time that produced that response on the part of our
government?

t,irs. Owen I can't teII you what the atmosphere was that
clecision on the part of the government, but I can tell you a
little bit about i'rhat the atmosphere vras here in Seattle.

The only tirne that I was really apprehensive
at vrha-t might happen rvas right after the announcement of
Pearl liarbor because it was supposed that the Japarles€...

Side B

...the clecision to send all the Japanese out
of Seattle.

I can unclerstand it because there vrere a
great many people here who were actually afraid wilh the
Lhought of the Japanese coming in from the Pacific to attack
the state of lJashington and Seattler or California. Although
many people, I think, had Japanese friends - and qood
Japanese f riends - they d j-dn't knovr who was here in the
Japanese community. They didn't know, if the Japanese landed
from Japan, whether or not there v/ere spies or whether or not
there r'rere agents here rsho vrould help themr oE nhat the
effect r.vould be.

I rea1ly think it lvas from fear as much as
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anything else that the people in this comrnunityr for
instance, \.rere vrilling to see this happen.

I thinl< it i.ras most unfortunate that it
happened. I think that aany, many people regret it, and yet
I've always f e1t that I tracl an understanding of i.rhy it
happened because people vrere really afraid.

O. Do you think the intent... I"iell, obviously the intent
was to separate these people, but for whaL purpose?
Principally to protect them? Principally to keep them fron
fifth column activity? Or both of tirose thingsr or something
I havenrt mentioned?

Irirs. or.ien I didn't thinl< far enough to thinl< of it
being done as a protection to them. I felt that it was done
because vre were afraid of what might happen if vre were
invaded and the Japanese v/ere giving informati-on and helping
the invaders.

I don't really have a wide enough vision of
the city as a wholer or have l.,novrn about what the thinl<ing
\{as. This was the attitude that I sensed arnong the people
that I sar.r around me.

l',Ie had a little Japanese man and his wife vrho
ran the grocery store where we went. l"le thought they lrere
the nicest people i-n t.he r.rorlC. l'fe liked them immensely.
But vre didntt now anything about who the people vrere on the
next blocl<, and the block beyond that. tr'ie felt sad that the
people that rve did i<not'r and respect viere among those who
vrent, but r.ve could understand vrhy they hrere being asked to
leave.

0. After the v.rar, did that girocer return?

i'trs. Or+en That I couldntt say. ff he did, he carne back
to nothing, because everything vras taken aviay from them.
NothinE vlas returned to then.

0. I think that's an element thatrs hard for me to justify
the appropriation of their property.

[irs. Ov,'en Itrs hard for many people. Yes.
I{eII, loasn't it in the last Congress that

steps were tal<en to pay back some of vrhat we owe them, and
the Ereat question is ho',v much can we ever pay bac!< to malle
up for what vras done to them in the first place?

Just na].,inq a ntonetary settlernent, even
thouEh it was an j-nadequate one, I thin}." rvas a gesture on the
part of some people thinl<ing that it might ease their
consciences.

It 'sould be very difficult to pay bacl< rvhat
Lhe Japanese cornrnunity v;ent through when they left. And the
clifficulty experienced when they came back. People were not
particularly vrilling to receive them.

A. The Civic Unity Comnittee was establisl:ed by l,layor Devin,
in part, to deal rrith this problen. And you t{ere on that
committee. Could you talk about that a little? llovr did you
perceive that mandate that the liayor had given you?
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l{rs. Owen lrlell, I alvrays thought that l;{ayor Devin tras
very farsighted vrhen, several months in fact, I don't now
ho'vr long the Civic Unity Committee \.ias in operation - before
the enC of the war, that it r.ias going to be very d.ifficult
for the Japanese to corne back to a peaceful cornmunity when
their lands had been taken alray frorn them, when they had
nothing to return to.

In the Puyallup valley, vrhere the Japanese
farmers had been so successful before the vrarr they had
nothing there any nore. That had been taken over. American
citizens vrere not going to be too anxious to see them come
back and demand what they had had before.

So the Civic Unity Cor:rmittee \i/as organized to
discuss the situation, to be well ahrare of vihat might happen
and to try to condition the city to accept those citizens who
had lived here before and r.rho raight want to come bac]<.

I don't remember a great deal of the detail
of what vre discussed, but this r,.,'as the direction that the
Coiamittee movecl f or a number of months.

0. It r^ras their hope to re-integrate the Japanese-Arnericans
into the economic life of the city? To provide fair housing
policies for them?

llrs. Or,ren That was all a part
great problem of what r.ras going to
vrhen they came back. l,lhat sort of
going to have, from the stanCpoint
and of general acceptance.

of the picture of the
happen to the Japanese
a reception rvere they
of housing, of businesst

0. Did you think there r,ras an eler,rent of racism in r+hat you
trere combatting, or did you regard it as all related. to the
fact that the Japanese-Americans represented the eneny? I{as
there a bias based on race?

i.lrs. Owen It vrould be very hard for me to ansvrer that.
i'ly feeling at the tirne lras that this vras a

result of the r+ar sj-tuation. That it rvas not a particularly
racial novement - sirnply good governrnent that vrould help
citizens coming back.

And, of course, they ltere citizens in the
minds of some ancr they vrerentt citizens in the rninds of other
who, as youtve saicl, rvere regarding them as eneny aliens. I
don't thinl< that many peopJ-e in SeatLle did, irut I'n sure
there were sorile lvho did.

But it r.lasnrt, as I remenber it, it wasn't a
racial raovementr ds rre noved into in later years here, to try
to change the racial climate in Seattle. This was for a
specific situation.

Q. The Committee had a lerrgthy exist.ence after the warr }:ut
do you think you could. sa), that some of the Eains it brought
to Seattle, and, indeed, to the state of !'lashington, in the
area of racial equality or equal opportunity were the
conseguences of the vrar and its dislocations?

I would think that anyone on the Civic UnityI{rs. Or,len
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Cornr.rittee rvould be much more a\,rare, because of the vrar and
because of the particular situation vrhich had occasioned the
organization of the Ccmmittee, of racial discriminatj-on and
possible racial tensions.

tsut as I knel.r the individual rnembers of the
Committee, I don't believe vre had the feeling that \,ie vrere
going to make vast change in Lhe racial situation here in
Seattle. I donrt thinh that time had come yet in the history
of Seattle.

It did corile later on, as there became more
racial groups living here in Seattle than had been here
before the war. llousing became more aifficult, and they haC
to stretch out fron the area they haC been living in before.

It certainly became a very strong issue in
the schools. And yet the early school board that I served on
was quiLe different from the last school board I served on,
vrhen we had long since come to the conclusion that something
had to be done. !,Je couldnrt have segregated schools as had
gror'rn up, especially lvith an increased population of all
minority groups.

That really set the scene for the present
school boarC and its racial polici-es.

Q. You vrere a highly educated !/ornan in an era vrhen that vras
less usual, I thin!',, than it is no!r. You had r'rorlced in the
business vrorld for r'rany years, and haC pursued a career as a
volunteer ancl as a rnother in the absence of your husband.
You saw all around you droves of young $romen Eoing to l.rork in
jobs that !,rere brand-nevr - they were "men's jobs.t' How did
you feel al:out that then?

iltrs. Ov,'en
situation.

I felt about. it that it vras done to meeL a
I have never been a ferninist. I have never paicl

a great deal of attention to rthat the progress of vromen l"I&s.
In n,y days in the business worlclr lie had a very happy tine
and it dicin't bother rne to knor,.r that a nan in ny same job
would be prol:ably be getting rnore than I did. I.re just
accepted it, as a rnatter of corlrse.

lihen I savr all these young women going into
the business lvorlcl to take the place of men lvho had left, I
thought very littte of it. I rvasnrt far-sighteC enough to
see that perhaps this r.ras the beginning of a movement that
women l.lould vrant to go into business vrhen they didntt have
to, occasioned by a vrar, but simply because they felt it was
the kind of life they would like t.o lead.

But that all cane, in iny eyes, long aiter the
$tar.

A. Yes, T thinl< that rnany analysts have said that itrs one
thing to teach a r.roman to r.reld and another to l.,eep her
vielding after her husband coraes horne, and also that there was
no feminist leadership to picl< up the batl, and s&yr "Gee,
look at the gains !/erve made! Isnrt this ni-ce?"

I'Irs. Ov,ien I don t t knor'r rnlhen Gloria Steineni appeared
upon the scene, but it rvas not right then!

Q. You yourself chose not to r,rorl< for a living at that time
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but rather to vrork as a volunteer. l.Jas there ever an issue
in your mind about going to Boeing and learning a trade? Did
you ever consider such a thinq?

I'lrs. Ovren I r.rouldntt have gone to Boeing to learn a
trade. If I r.rent to Boeing, I r'/oulcl go because I was already
trained in the personnel field.

13ut I had a seven year old at home, and the
tr.ro of us were alone. I,/ar conditions trere different fronr
normal living' 

, didn't have any desire to go into the
business field during the vaar because I really felt I lvould
be l:etter off at horne interpreting to her what was going on
arouncl us.

Af ter all, a seven year old rr'ho suddenly has
a father vrho is overseas, and who is living under quite
elifferent circumstances than she vras accustomed to, nust have
some j-nner trepidati-ons and l.rorries of lvhich an adult is not
aware.

So I never thought of going back to lyorl<
during the r,iar. l felt that they could get along r^rithout me.
I could be of value to the rvar ef f ort in other \,/ays.

O. Did you knovr a number of vror*en lil.,e yourself? Did you
knovr many r,iomen of your acquaintance vrho v,rere vlaiting I f or
their husbands I ?

I.{rs. Or,ren }dot very nany. I renember tvto or three - but
not r,romen that I l.,nevr real vrell. Perhaps our husbands had
rnet in Europe, but the t'romen i.ierentt close friends of mine.
So there was no getting together and saying r+hat have your
heard from your husloand and I'rhere is he and what are they
doing and so on and so forth. I wasntt in touch r.rith friends
of mine who has that experience.

0. How did you corne to get interested in the school board
and issues of education?

lolrs. Or'ren !'Ie11, I lras born and brought up on a college
carnpus. l4y f ather vras an educator, my brother was an
educator - I had grown up in the field of education, and had
done graduate worli.

Actually, vrhen T was asked to go on the
school board, I knew so lit.tle about it. I Cidntt ]<nor'r r,riren
they met, or vrherer or anything of that sort. I r'las asl<ecl if
I would mind if a womants group put my nane up for the scirool
board as one of the members of the board hacl died and they
r"rere going to have to make an appointment.

I saiC that it r'ras all right nith rne if they
vranted to. That \ras iity at.titude toward it.

Then, I r.ras appointed d-uring a newspaper
striker so there rEas no publicity and there nas no radio or
television thenr so nobody l<nev: at all l.rhat !./as going on.
And neither Cid I, ancl nej-ther did I care.

One day I went to a luncheon, and the vrife of
one of the board rnembers told me, t'I think theytre going to
mal',e an appointment next ryeek, and you're probably going to
be it. The real trouble is they don't want a wornan on the
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board. tt

The next rreel., r I t{as appointed.

8. You ryerenrt the f irst, though, nrere you?

i.Irs. Or,t"en .Frnna Louise Strong, vlho had been recalled
some thirty years before...

Q. Oh, rny !

i'irs. Orrten

Iiell, thatrs an honorable predecessor!

So I vralked into my first school board
meeting knovring that in the minds of some, I t/asntt very
acceptable. They !.rere tahing rTie as a rnatter of necessity,
because there vrere many people in the community vrho felt
their should be a t'/oman on tire board.

O. And then you received a baptisrn of fire, because the
j-ssues vrere most complex at the time...
i.'Irs. Ovren liell, they \,rere. And they \i/ere extremely
interesting. The experience that I had on the school board
was an education in itself.

A really remarkable one. You feel you are
serving all the chlldren in the Seattle School District, not
limiteC to a small group in a private school where some oi rny
experience had been althouc;h I had gone to public school.

And the business end oi it vras sinply
fascinating. lle started out building ir.rmediately after the
rlar, ancl I didn t t l'.novr about contracts and arciritects and
things of that kind. !Ie11, I vras plunged right into it very
shortly, and that in itself r.ras an extremely interesting part
of rly education.

Q. In the postr',"ar vrorld, \riere you avtare of any del:ate over
including rnore science and math because of the - it has
seeieed to me that there vrould be a radical increase in
interest in those fields after the atomic ]:ombs t/ere dropped

l,irs. Ov;en I r.rasn't av,'are of it at that time ancl I ',,rasclosely in touch rvith curriculum chanqes, simpl-y because
teachers accepted the fact that I \,/as interested in
education. tr'fe had a very, very f ine school superintendent
v.'ho usually saw that some of us met lsith the curricr-rIum
committees that were deciding on changes in our own
curriculums.

l'112 feeling is that at that time, our state
reEulations r.Jere more stringent than they are now in English
and mathematics and so on. I thinJ., theyrve slj-pped a bit,
though not in other school clistricts i.rhich have l:e1d fast to
the idea that you needed four years of English and tr+o years
of mathenatics and science.

I do renember when the first Sputnik r,rent up
in 1957, and there r.ias a furor al-l over the country - people
complaining about t.he public schools, that the Russians could
do this, and luhy qorldnrt vre? The superintendent said to r:re,
"Novr r^re t 11 be abte to do sorne of the things we r.ranted to clo
all alonE, and the public woulclnrt let us."
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Q. In the last couple of years
to have gone on for a very long
r,,,rar to go on as long as it did?

of the vrar, ctrid it ever seem
time? Had you expected the

I4rs. Oryen I don't think vre hacl any preconceivecl ideas.
i,Je rsere so interested in and concerned l.rith pushing ahead.
tdany of us hadr of course, been very much int.erested in the
war effort before we ever got into the war. I,'Ihen we got into
the rvar, there vras only one tray vre could go.

I{e were particularly atrare of vrhat rvas
happening in the Pacific. I remember replacing a rnirror over
my davenport vrith a huge map so I could mark in pins hol"r much
progress vre vrere mal.,ing across the Pacific.

This r'ras the feeling that vre had. I donrt
knovr anyone r.;ho questioned the length of the war - that it
had gone on longer than vre elipected. I didntt knovr enough
about it, probably. But everyone I knev,' r.,'as just terribly
concerned with hovr it was qoj-ng, ancl r.lhat progress vre r.tere
rnal<ing.

A. Your irusbandts vrar encied a fevr months earlier than the
Pacific r"rar. The Germans surrendered before the Japanese...

l.irs. Orven Yes, but then he stayed overr you see, as a
part of military Eovernr*ent to govern Austrj-a in the postr.iar
period.

Q. I-lov; long r+as he there?

I thin]< he came home sonetime in 1946 - thei.trs. Ovren
latter part.

8. So you had been alone for a considerable length of time.

I,{rs. Oryen Yes, it vras }:etr,"reen two and three years,
because he left in 1943.

Q. In your partnership as a husbano and vrife, did you end up
postponing any events or deferring any activities because of
the r+ar? Did it r,ral.;e a bump in your lives?
i,irs. Owen It probably nade a bump in our lives, but rve
tooi< it in stride. lle vrere both so very much interested in
the war effort. Before he rvent into the war, he lvas the
regional head of the IOffice of] Price Acministration here,
so ne vrere l,rapped. up in rationing and price restrictions.
It r.ras just all a part of the r'rar, of rvhich we r,.rere an
element.

Q. Did you find that you began to cook clifferently, because
of the rvar? You mentioned earlier that it r./as difficult to
Eet a roast.

l'Irs . Or+en Oh, yes r I I m sure we dicl .
the detail of it at all. I rvish I did...

I don't remember

time to time itQ. I thinl< of that household you had frorn
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must have made for some interesting rneals.

l{rs. Ovren lio, it made for very uninteresting meals! I
was horrifiecl to discover that one of, the three girls vrho v;as
living l'rith me vras a home economics expert! She taugirt me
hovr to mai;e an apple pie i:ef ore she lef t !

You cooked and ate verl' siraply. You diCnrt
have, and there v.'erentt in the stores, the little luxurious
additions to rnal',e a meal particularly appetizing. You just
ate very sirnple food. I',ie r,rere encouraged to raise our ov/n
vegetables i n our gardens. l,leat. I'Ias very harC to get.. You
coulcln't spend enough gasoline to go dolvn to the lPike Place]
I.tarket to get a fish or soraething of that ]iind.

lie livecL very sinply.

A. Dicl irou f ind tirat your entertaining habits changed? I
knor+ your irusband vras gone for part of the tirae. Did you
tend to go out t,o restaurants?

l,Irs. Owen Ol"r, Ro r never ! I'Je vleren't in the
restaurant-eating era anyr"/ay. People just didn't go out as
much in those days as they do noi.I. trle never vrent out to
restaurants - he rvould much prefer to eat at home and so
vrould I. I wouldnrt say it changed our entertaining pattern
because vre vrere both tremendously involved. Fle vras awfully
busy in vrhat he vras doingr so we r.rent along much the same as
usual.

After he left, with people living v'rith me who
hadn't lived lrith me beforer and'rriro \rtere beinE shipped off
every three or f our r,ronths, and roy ta}<ing on others, and then
for the last year, tal<ing in a family, I cantt say that vre
did very much entertaining.

0. T donrt suppose you neecl.ed to.

l"trs. Owen i'Je just had an ar,rfully good tirne!

A. I'1e11, this is an enornous question, but itrs the last
one. AnC that is, llhat vrould you say was the inpact of Iforld
I'iar II in Seattle?

l'{rs. Ovren You mean as far as chanEing Seattle itself?

O. Yes.

l"irs. Or,ren l'fell, I could say a lot of, things. The
increase in population, the beginning of an awareness of the
raci-al cliinate...

Irm sure, although I didntt see it here in
Seattle particularly, that medicine took a long step forr'rard
as a result of l,]orld llar II. I l<nevr that more or less
through friends anci relatives who vrere in that fie1d. I
remember a cousin v;ho, on his rvay to the Pacifi-c, saidr "Itll
probably looli after nothing but f lu and runny noses." IIe was
plunged into the center of all sorts of things' in the
Pacific, with all of the casualties and need for good
medicine there. I{e was operating by candlelight and
everything else.
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f think it had a tremendous impact on the
r,.rorldr ds far as meclicine l"rent.

I hope that. out of it came an awareness of
people, much more of an ar-rareness of people, and that there
vras more of a breahdown lof racial prejudice], not during the
war or riEht after the vrar, but perhaps in the rninds of sorfle,
an awareness of the rights of the Japanese, and an atrareness
of }iegroes because you had either been in the service beside
one or worl<ed besicle one. And that here in Seattle, i,re might
have become convinced that the city was a tittle better off
for realizing that people are individuals.

I can't say that I could put rny finger on any
one thing that l';as a specific result. of the r,rar, !:rut Itrn sure
that it made a lasting inpression on Seattle.
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