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Side A

This is an interview with l'1r. G. Spencer Reeves on May 21 ,
1985. The j-nterviewer is Lorraine l'lcConaghy for the $luseur:t
of History and Industry.

Q. Let me start by asking you how you heard about Pearl
Harbor. i{here vrere you when you heard the nevrs?

l.{r. Reeves This is rather interesting. I was sitting on
my front lavrn, dt 5708-26th NS, in the Ravenna Districtr and
pulling Japanese clover out of rny lawn when it came on the
radio about the attack on Pearl Harbor. And then, of courset
there was a big upheaval.

The University vras really involved and my
voluntary relationship vrith the Seattle-King County Chapter
of the American Red Cross enhanced Lhe opportunity of
cooperative Safety Educational programs.

0. What was your personal situation? ialhat vrere all your
jobs and your volunteer responsibilities?

Mr. Reeves A11 the time f \{as at the University, I was
doing volunteer work with the Red Cross, United Good
Neighbors, Heart A5sociation, Tuberculosis Association,
because of my background and qualifications as a Health
Educator.

I had a teaching appointment in the l4enrs
Department of the UI{ School of Health ano Physical Education.
My main responsibility vras supervising the All-University
reguirement of Ilealth Education for men. I taught thousands
of students health education.

And then f got connected with public healtht
but that came later, after the war.

But in 1 941 , we vrere in the Ravenna Districtt
and doing all this teaching, and lots of first aid vrork.

O. !{ere you involved in the emergency planning before the
war?

DIr. Reeves Yes , indeed.

O. Did you knor'r Dr. Rawsonr or Parker and l"lildreo Cook?

l-1r. Reeves I don't recall Dr. Rawson, but Par}-.er and
I4ildred took first aid from me, and then when the vrar came
along, the whole thing nushroomed.

First of all, through Elmer Holstrom - did you
hear of Elmer ilolstrom?
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Q. No, I havenrt.

Mr. Reeves Elmer ttsvtedet' Holstrom vras in charge of the
Safety Services for the Seattle/King County chapter of the
Red Cross, and "Svtede" had started first aid and aquatic
courses around tovrn, and I had helped vrith that as a
volunteer. I had been a volunteer in Red Cross Aquatic work
even before I had started teaching at the University of
Washington in the fall of 1935.

Around 1938-1940, lilr. Holstrom had started
volunteer first aid classes for firemen in Seattle and l(ing
County as well as industry such as BoeingtS. Knovring iL vras
impossible for the Red Cross volunteers to train all
personnel in the county, the effort was spent training a
cadre of qualified instructors of First Aid within the
i-ndustries.

Then, and f donrt know really the date on itt
rvhether it was right after or before Pearl Harbor' the
pharmacists j-n King County wanted to have first aid training
so that the pharraacies and drugstores could be a focal point
for neighborhoods.

I{ith Dr. Foley Goodrich, who was the tU!'Jl Dean
of the School of Pharrnacy at the time r vte worked out and
developed vrith the staff of the Pharnacy Schoo1 a whole
teaching core that we could handle two hundred pharmacists at
a given time, We used l3ag]ey Ha]}, r'rhich you're familiar
with - we used the large lecture hall there.

AuEust Auernheirfterr who r.ras in the physical
education department, helped me with the instruction. A
pharmacist by the narne of Ducl<ering, who owned a store over
by Golden Gardens, helped organize the pharmacists.

Q. They vrere learning, fearing a vtar-related emergency?

Mr. Reeves Yes, so that they could be prepared to do some
teaching in their local areasr ds well as administer first
aid. !{e had classes of hundreds, and vre had squads of
teachers vrho vrould lecture in the big lecture room, and then
vre'd use the corridors of Bagley I{alI and send them out, and
theytd vrork as units.

tr"tre taught first aid in vrhat would be the
t'trorthvrest District of Seattle to just everyone, through the
Red Cross, and I would handle a lot of those classesr along
with l4ildred and Parker Cook, Augie Auernheimerr and Dorothy
llacllean, rvho was with the !'lomenrs Department at the time.
I'ierd have classes of sixty and seventy.

0. tJhat eventualities were you training people to meet?

FIr. Reeves Boeing, and the f ire departrnents, and the
police, with the Red Cross, had been trained previous to the
outbreak of the war - we knew the war was coming - in 1939
and 1940. tr'lhen Pearl l{arbor happened, I stayed on at the
University. I was just in-between on the draft. I'4any from
the Physical Education IDepartment] wenL into the service as
swimming instructors and coaches and so forth.

I didnrt. We had a young sonr and I wasr os I
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said, right in-between on the draft. So I was l<ept at the
University, and worked r.rith the V-12 i';lavy program at the
University for training future officers.

0. A sort of ROTC?

&1r. Reeves I'Iell, it was an extension of the ROTC, because
when war broke outr w€ had V-12, V-5, v-7... These nurnbers
are groups of l'{arines, Navy, Army that came into the
University to receive R.OTC training and milltary training as
lqell as additional college credit that they could count
tovrards a degree'r.= 

something lijce a hording pen untir they
could be placed. But they were getting training here.

!'le ran through the Physical Education
Department a complete physical education program for them, in
terms of calisthenics, obstacles course running, swirnming, of
course. I taught sixty Navy people per hour, from B in the
morning until 4 in the afternoon.

Q. Were these boys between '1 B and 22, the usual
undergraduate ages?

Mr. Reeves Yes.

Q. Did they have uniforms?

1,1r. Reeves Yes, they were off icial.
We vrere teaching them to svrim, because they a1I

had to be able to srvim. It was the South Pacific, corning up.
And we r,rould put them through, and rve would only have them
for a few weeks, and then they were sent to another place
somewhere.

Vle had, dt that Lime, ROTC corps of nevr
officers that had graduated but there were no available
placement areas so they remained at the University as
students for additional training until placements opened up
in the military. Quite a fer"r of the hold-over ROTC personnel
had played varsity basketball, and they continued turning out
with Coach "Hect' Edmundsonts varsity as a means of l..eeping
physically fit.

"Hec" had a good basketball team at that time
but couldntt take any of the undergraduate ROTC enrolled
players of carxpus for any of the conference games a\iray from
home. This caused a need for a travel team of civilian
players. "llectt asked me to "managett the RoTc undergraduates
as well as the commissioned ROTC officers.

I arranged games for them around the city with
Alpine Dairy - any team that wanted to play! And they were
allowed to play, and it counted as training and conditioning.

So I r+as a coach of basketball at the
University of lriashington during that time.

But that's just a little aside...

Q. tiell, I am interested in what happened on carTlpus. !'Ihat
was the atmosphere like in school?

Very confused, because we were both on the
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quarter system, and the semester System. The military was on
i semester arrangernent, and v7e had to carry the regulation
quarter systeror so we had students coming in, going outt
coming back in, starting over! It was just an odd
arrangement, but we did it all right - we never lost a
non-swimmer in the pool or in any of the regular classes.

0. Before l{ay of 1942r \.tere any of }'our kids
Japanese-Arnericans ?

Ivir. Reeves Oh, rnany of them.

Q. It must have been very tough.

Mr. Reeves Oh, Itd have them pulled right out of classt
and they'd send them to the camps. It vras heartbreaking.

And yet, knowing what we didr w€ didn't
distrust them, but they vrere sti1l Japanese and it was a
serious threat, because they vrere on our coastline. They
were cominE down in Alaska, and if theytd known some things
which, thank goodness, they didn't knorv, they could possibly
have made beach-heads. I'm sure of it.

Yes, it was bad, and the Niseis Proved
themselves later, vrhen they went in the Army over to ltaly.
But at that time, it vras a matter of survival. It vras a bad
time.

Q. How frightened \dere people? lnlhat r.ras the atmosphere here
in Seattle?

Mr. Reeves People ltere frightened, but they were typically
American. They went in for training, and for doing the
necessary things to black out their homes.

Seattle was a total blaclcout city. Total- l{o
lights like this but black tarpaper over all the windows.
The city was blacked out. We drove our cars with just the
parking lights on.

I was in the Northrvest District, supervising
the establishment of first aid stations in Ravenna, the
University, out here lin Lake Forest Park]r all over West
Seattle. The air raid wardens were taking over the first
aid, and they t^/ere the alert group.

tr^le came along because vre had to have official
first aid stations and qualified people to maintain them.
That's when Holstrom, of the Red Cross, and I got into
teaching, and rvhen I introduced Mildred and Parker Cook into
this teachinq corps, along with Auernheimerr anC vte taught
first-aiders night and day.

Actually, that formed into this total Civil
Defense. l,lilliam O. lr{cKay r,ras the head of itr and the Armory
doryn vrhere the Civic Center is - that was our command
station, and v,zetd v.rork from there on practice a1erLs. So we
had first aid units set up in King County that we could reach
irnmediately, by phone combination like a telephone treer anY
part, and within an hour, have all of our first-aiders
alerted to go to the stations.

Q. If there had been an absolute emergency, vrith bombing and
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disruption of pot{er, and of telephone linesr v/as there an
emergency plan?

l''ir. Reeves Yes, indeed. ['le had ham radio stationsr so

Flr. Reeves Lots of planning.

that if the telephone went out, wetd go to the ham lines, and
then by runners, vre would feed out. Right down to the nth
degree. lie vrere busy people getting organized.

A. llhat planning !

l'trhen we put on an alert,
regular students at the Universityr and
in first aid. Ird take those students
classes ancl prepare them to be subjects
wetd call a practice alert, and theytd
all types of injuries, anC then vre made
them on their chests. They kner'i enough
that they had that they could evaluate
they were getting on the sPot.

Ird send these studentst
these areas, and

Q. What did

I'ir. Reeves
bleeding. "

I was still teaching
I had a lot of them

in the first aid
out in areas where

f ix themselves uP i'tith
signs and they Put
about the ttinjuriest'

the first aid that

and they'd go out to

A. Did they doctor themselves up with catsup?

1,1r. Reeves Oh, yeah, they did all kinds of thi-ngs! But
they had these cards.

the cards say? Like, "burn victim"?

"serious condition. Totally unconscioust

And they had their flashlights. Vle did this
all at ni-ghL.

I had the students doing the evaluating for me,
and then next time we met in classr w€'d re-evaluate how the
First Aid Team personnel responded. And, from there, I took
that through the channels, and it vrent back to the local
area. Either ttAtt, t'Btt, ttCtt, ttDt', or t'you f lunkedr You killed
him! " (chuckling)

It was effective. And it reminded me of vrhen I
vras a l<id, playing cops and robbers. It was busy workr but
it r,las r.lell planned out.

That vrent on for the better part of two years.
tr{hen wetd have these alerts, Itd go down to the Armory and vre

would set up vrith the Air Raid wardens the first aid, the
hospital units, and all. Werd coordinate from dorqn theret
with our phone connections. It was just a tremendous
organization.

rf a bomb dropped, I knew that we'd have
emergency care right at the site. I also knew that we had
trospitat care, and makeshift ambulances to pick up serious
c"sl". I knew where the hospitats were - we had that all
checked out as to where the lemergency] hospitals vrould go'

tr{hen r look back on i-t, I don't knovr how we did
it. But I would be dovrn there until 2 and 3 in the morning,
runninq this. And I was in charge.
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Q. I think one of the most striking things is this. In so
many volunteer organizations that I've had anything to do
with, there is so much re-inventing the wheelr redundancy of
function just organizing this in such a vray that it l"rould
run, and that people would work so vrell together is a great
accomplishment. !

I'{r. Reeves You asked, tt'['Iere they frightened?tt and, yesr
they were frightened, but we viere also going to do our part.

I'tre had bandages galore, and that was a lot of
work on the part of a 1oL of peopler just rolling bandages
never used them, never had to use them.

I was going to say that vrhen the order came
dovrn from the national headquarters of Civilian Defense to
disband the defense units, lvlr. Holstrom and I said, ttvle just
can't disband this effective group that we had of trained
first-aiders. Letrs call key members in and tal]< it over
with them and see if vre can't maintain a structure that v,rilI
work out of the Red Cross for holocausts that might occur."

l'Ie even had worked outr so that we could get on
just a phone calI, starting this telephone tree, enough boats
available that if it was a hazard at the waterfront - a big
explosion or fire, not vrar related - that we could call those
boats in to evacuate. Irve often though of a place lilce the
Edgewater Inn - with a phone callr w€ could have had
first-aiders there and boats to evacuate j-f necessary.

tr{e kept it going for about five years after the
$rar lras over. Seattle had this aftermathr tl:at if there was
a dire einergencyr help vrould have come other than the city
officials. Irle did do some further training, but we had
thousands of people.

Q. l{as there a shortage of, medical personnel?

l4r. Reeves Oh, yes! Practically all. I wish I had saved
this letter - I received a letter because I was in charge of
all the safety and emergency care in King County in
connection with Civil Defense, and the letter said that you
cannot be in charge of the emergency services because youtre
not an 11 . D.

r said, "weIl, Ietts get an l'{.D."
But they had no M.D. rs except elderly people

who were just too old to go into the service, and they vtere
doing what they could to he1p, but they would be poor in
organiz ing.

Thatts where Tom Carlisle came in. Tom
Carlisle became the medi-cal head of the civil defense medical
services, and r vrorked lvith Tom. He said, t'I don't know
anything about first aid, but if you can get thern into the
operating room, Irm all right!

Thatrs the way j-t vrorked.

Q. Vias there a p)-asma bank?

i{r. Reeves Yes.

Q. Did blood banks develop at this time or was that a later
phenomenon?
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!ir. Reeves As far as I knov,i, vle alroays had some sort of
blood bank.

O. Was it part of your planning to knoi'r where such things
were?

t"Ir. Reeves Oh, yes. AIl you had to do was to get on the
phone. You could get medical supplies. I{e had homes in
certain districts, and I checked out hundreds of them in Vlest
Seattle, Georgetor'ln, dovrntown and all overr ds to the
feasibility. Everybody wanted a first aid station in their
own home, and that rvas impossible.

I actually crawled through basementsr under
stove pipes and everything else because somebody said, t'Itve
got the ideal space. tie vrant to donate our time and effort
and our placer" but vre'd have to turn them down. We had a
group of people doing this.

Yes, I had a busy time.

0. I could see in reading the Red Cross report that came out
after the war, in 1946, that they hacl been i-nvolved
nationally in a 1ot of things besides this ernergency
planning. There were services to servicemen and their wivest
service clubs, Gray Ladies - vtere any of those things done
here as well.

Mr. Reeves Oh, y€sr but right during the serious part of
the war, I drove to the armory at night from Ravenna
District, rvith just my parking lights on. I'lhen you had no
street lightsr of anything, the only saving grace was that
there rvere not too many cars out driving around because of
the gas rationing.

I never was boLhered by the gas rationing
because I had the trgrr certificate, which was the Bmergency
one, so I could fill up. But I was only using it for that
purpose, I can assure you. That wasntt true in some casest
though.

I had gasoline to go dovrn there and put on one
of these exercises, and drive home, getting in at three
o'clocJ< in the morninqi, ancl then go dovrn and teach an eight
o'clock class at the UniveresitY.

Q. Did you tend to concentrate on first aid for burns and on
pressure points, rather than first aid for delivering babies?

l4r. Reeves Not much for deliveringi babies, but there were
people in the groups vrho did. I knovr that in the Ravenna
bistrict, there v/ere several people who could have handled
any emergency that came along - burns, vrhat have you on a
temporary Uasis. ltre had no assurance that we'd have
electricity or transportation or anything else. We just had
to survive at a given site.

Q. I{ovr about stockpiled r,.rater and food?

l4r. Reeves That was avai-labler too.

Reeves page 7



A. Blankets?

l,tr. Reeves Yes , and cots . Floors . ( chuckling )

I{y specific area was the first emergency caret
and to have places where that could be given. But then they
had ambulance corps - grocery and bread trucks, all kinds of
trucks, recruited and Served as emergency alert ambulances.

Q. Dr. Rawson described teaching triage to volunteers
basically, battlefield medicine to separate the living frorn
the dyin|'and to make those kinds of decisions. Itrs pretty
profound stuff.

t4r. Reeves You had to.
And talking about volunteer r'rorl<ersr this vras

the crearn of the crop aS far as I vras concerned. I',lhen you
knevr that they were training for a real purpose, because the
threat of a bombing or a raid was here. There was no mistake
about it! Lool< what they did to Pearl llarbor.

0. And Attu and l(iska and Dutch Harbor.

l4r. ReeVeS There l.Iere bombs dropped on the coastline. I
v/as privileged to information that others didnrt get.

Q. Were you? It must have been alarminE.

Idr. Reerres Yes, thatts right. I didntt have any hatred
f or the Japanese - we had lots of Japanese in school. I^Ie had
them on the athletic teams. There vtere rnany of themr and
they just disappeared from classes.

Side B

Q. Seattle rvas changing a lot as a city during the war.
t{hat were some of the changes you sab/ you sound like you
might have been so busy you didn't have the chance to notice!
Boeing and the shipyards 3ust exploded-

1"1r. Reeves That's right. I could see itr and everybody
else could see it. 'l{e exploc1ec1, and it continued after the
war. A lot of the people that came here wanted to come back.

It vras a frantic time, but we made it-

Q. The housing projects, and the large concentrations of new
citizens - r\rere tneie any special contingency plans for
dealing with the projects? l{ere they dense housing?

I'1r. Reeves I cantt really answer that, but down by the
University, they had a housing project down across from the
golf courser 3s you go out to Laurelhurst-

A. The dump - they call it the dumP.

1"1r. Reeves That's right, it was originally the durap.
They had barracks-Iil<e buildings built in there

that $/ere used by students.
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O. As an educatorr you were mentioning these groups of V-7
and V-1 2 students that were coming through the University.
Did you knovr what becarne of them? Did you know the fate of
any of them? They hrere shipping out to some really scarey
duty, in the Coral Sea and elsewher€...

i,lr. Reeves Yes, f can give you a real dramatic instance.
The basketball team I told you about had several l[arines on
it, and a Marine contingent came back to continue the
training here, not to go to school per s€r until openings
vrould occur. They vrere all second lieutenants, because vrhen
they finished I{.OTC, they r.rent into the second lieutenancy.

i."Iel1, they didntt have the units, and until the
units developed, there vras no placing for them. tlhen D-Day
occurred, when they invaded France, the death toll was Lhree
of the varsity basketball players that t"rere in the l,{arines
that Ird had on this team wfre" "Hec" Edmundson had the
civilian team. They died on the first day they vrent over.
That word cane back.

I'Je were continually getting these reports, and
I | 11 give one little example.

You mentioned the Cora1 Sea. tr^Je l,rould have
injured saiLors come back in for rehab, and they'd go into
the Navy program in connection here with the Unj-versity. I
had one chap that had been seriously injured, and he was a
Navy man in rehab. He vras in one of the swirnming classes
r.rhere we used the pool vrith the tovrer in it so theyrd have to
jump in a protected jump, and land supposedly in a fire on
the ocean. And we di-d, on a couple of occasions, have fire
dovrn there vrith oil that we put in the pool. I didn't do
that, because i,,re could have burned it dortrn, but we had ltravy
chiefs that doing the training, but they \.reren't doing a very
good job! (chuckling) From a militaristic standpoint, yesr
but from an educational standpoint, no!

Q. oh, ttYou swim ! ! rl

l{r, Reeves Yes! ItJump!!" and the guy says, "f cantt svrimltt
Butl "Jump! !" I'fel1, that isntt the way to do it.

So we finally took it over, and they rvould
assist us. I was starting a class that had just learned to
float. They !,lere non-swimmersr so I tried a technique of
starting thern to f,loat in vrater first of all, in a vertj-ca1
float along the side of the pool

i'le were going so fast - they rnay only be here
for slx weeks, maybe only for three r,veeks, and then they'd be
shipped out. That was the vray it vras working, and we vranted
to see that Lhey all could sryim. It was mandatory they'd
learn to srvim. They had passed their physicals, and there
i.Jas no reason vrhy they couldnrt learn.

Q. Horv far di-d they have to swim?

I'tr. Reeves Enough to recover themselves after being
submerged.

Q. A length or two of the pool?
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board
over

Reeves

learn

l.{r. Reeves WeIl, they never set anything up. Just that
they could propel themselves.

I'le had standards, and we tried to follow them.
tie just d.idn't have the tirne to do it.

I rernernber this class vras floating, and they
knew that they could float. I started them off the lovr

, the one meter board, and finally got the vrhole class
that except for one or tvro students.

f inatly this Navy fe}lov,' came up and said, "l'tr.
, let me talk to thern."

I said, "Fine, anything to get them so they'Il
to jump. "

He went dovrn on the LE)(INGTO1'1' one of the first
big aircraft carriers, dovrn in the South Pacific, and he had
to jump the equivalent of 75 to 1 00 feet into water with lots
of debris on it. He was pretty badly injured.

He said, "Just forget all of your fears. You
haven't any idea vrhat fear is, until you-get into combat.
And Itl1 talf you vrhat happened to me..."

They knew that he was badly injured, and part
of his rehab was in srvimming. When he got through with what
hetd had to do, he saiC, "Werre not kidding. Irtre r'rant you to
stay alive as long as you possibly can, to continue the
fight. "

Those kids got up there on that board
kachunk! kachunk! kachunk! they vrent in, where before they
used every excuse. And he said, "Anytime you r+ant-me to
help, I,m vrilling.tt So we had him as a permanent fi*ture
there for quite a vrhile until he got his rehabilitation.

But just that one example. It vras like
vrildfire. They all knew that things vrere going bad over
there. And he was the perfect exarnple of it.

0. It had never fuIly occurred to me that, of coursel the
University would be mobilized in this vlay. !'lere there other
vrays that the University r',ras mobilized in the vrar effort?

l"Ir. Reeves l,lellr research was continually going on.
It vras used as a training program for

protection against gases, and hovr to differentiate between
gases.

Q. Gas warfare?

Mr. Reeves Yes, because it was being used.
been exposed to tear gas?

A. Yes.

I{ave you ever

1,1r. lteeves trtre had places set up at the Universityr vrhere
they'd be exposed with gas masks and without gas masks. They
ran these military personnel Lhrough it, up there by Bagley
Hall. Irlany a time I got a good charge of it.

And we had, connected vrith the first aid and
medical qroups in the cityr w€ had rvholesale training that
\^rent on at the University and in high schools, lilce Garf ield
High School and Roosevell lligh School, vrhere they'd come in
at night and go through training programs in gas !'/arfare.
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Q. Thatrs
course of
in their
for your

It was rather extensive.

Q. Did it include the whole county, like Kirkland and
Renton?

Mr. Reeves Yes, I tras out all over !(ing County, and they
had the same thing going up in Snohorirish County.

King County, in Falls City and }'lonroe - I
d,idntt cover everything , but nearly aI}. It r+as a hectic
tirae -

something that nearly everyone has said during the
this project - that it vras one of the busiest times

Iives, if not the busiest. Did you have rnuch time
fanily?

l,Ir. Reeves tlo, but fortunately I r"ras vrith my family, and
what little time I had, I vras here. There was stabilityr and
it vras better than going away. Quite a fevr in our department
got appointments in-principalty the Navy, and a couple in the
.[rmy, and vrent into transportation and in fitness programs
and-so forth. They carne back after the war, but soroe of us
stayed right here. I mentioned Auernheimer - he vras one, and
Cas l,lills was another. tr'tre vrorked from eight in the noning
until six at night, teaching all the ti-me, fitness or
aquatics or first aid, and then teaching regular classest
too, because the University continued for the regular
students.

Q. Did the student body become more and rnore female, or did
the officers keep up the male balance?

Mr. Reeves l-{ith aII the military, there was a lot of ment
but I didntt notice anything. I wasn't in too good a
position to - f was connected with the male portion of it.
We hacr gobs and gobs of people! I had classes of 200' and
that's iot a good teaching situation, but you had Lo make use
of the time to the maximum.

I was glad when it was over.
I got one ideal proEram set up. One Spring,

the chairman of the department called me in, and said'
t'spencer r you I re doing too much. rl

And I vras. I was going too hard.
He saiC, "I'rn going to give you nothing but

tennj-s classes. I dontt $/ant you to even cone into the
buildinE if itrs a nj-ce day. Just stay out there in the
sunshine ! tt

So I taught tennis one Spring quarter.

Q. Was it rela>ling?

1'.{r. Reeves Oh ' Y€s r it r,ras. It

anecdotes
people who

Q. Do you remernber anY
training program? AnY

vras enj oyable.

from your emergency medical
stand out in your mind?

l'tr. Reeves A lot of things...
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Q. You had said that a lot of people expected the vrar, that
the rqar was no big surprise - how confident vrere you that vre
would be at war? Did you think that we would ]re at war vrith
Japan before Europe?

l''1r. Reeves I thought it vrould be the European war first.
It was just like you vrere marlcing time. You just waited..

Yet there vrasn t t any waiting, because t{e vrere
doing a lot of the pre-emergiency training before \,re even got
into the vrar. A lot of it. It vras just lil<.e the clouds
every day, coming up you knew it r.ras coming and it came.

T was a little surprised at Pearl Flarborr &s
vrere most people. I can still hear Roosevelt alerting the
whole nation. Those \.rere dramatic moments, and I can tell
you Franklin Roosevelt may not have been revered by a lot of
people, but the day he died, there rvas a lot of grot'rn adults
doing a lot of crying.

Vlhen he did die, the ir*pact... I vras teaching
a class in Smith Hal1, and I generally had back to back
classesr so vrhen they r,/ere over, I likecl to relax, and ltd go
dovrn to the basement where the custodial people were. I was
quite friendly with them - the maintenance people.

I walked i-n one dayr and here they hrere
sittinE, with tears running down.

r said, "trvhat in the world has happened?"
"Haventt you heard?"ttNo, I faventt heard.ttttRoosevelt. tt

So t.here vras a strong national feeling.

Q. I think itrs so very sad that he didnrt live to see the
end of the war.

I"Ir. Reeves tdell, he vras too sick a man. I thought Truman
did a tremendous job, stepping in t.he vray he did. Just a
tremendous job. I donrt care r,rhat party you may be loyal to.
Those vrere real bad times, but I guess there are bad times
all the time, ancl good tirnes. I see rnostly the good times,
and thatrs the ivay I like to look at it.

Q. The planninE yourve mentioned has sounded mostly
neighborhood oriented, but early on in our conversationr you
talked about sending first aid people into the shipyards and
into Boeing. !''lere there contingency plans for dealing trith a
direct hit, sdyr on Boeing vrhich !.rasr I think, a pretty good
possibility?

l'1r. Reeves Oh, yes. i,Iithin their groups, they had quite
an extensive safety program. Our objective in the Red Cross
was to train instructors to go out and teach other groups
instead of vre doing it all. That's where vre spent our time,
trying to train teachers and instructors in the safety
procedures

And I think we did a tremendous job. I r,'ras

real pleased at the results vre v,?ere getting. As I saidr I
was getting a double evaluation, because I had my students
evaluating on some of these alerts, rvhich helped us
strengthen the organization.
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l^Jhat happens if rvith a phone call you dontt Eet
a certain person? Ue haC alternate people you called until
you could get an alert. And we had ham radio operators v/e
Lould go through. And we tried all of them out, so we knew
we had back-ups to back-ups.

I felt real confident that we had as good an
organization vri-th our Civilian Defense even vrith the flaws
that if something had happenedr w€ r.rould have taken care of
it on an emergency basis.

Q. Besides medical emergency, if there l'Jere flres where
houses burned d.own, could people have come and lived for a
certain period of time, in gymnasiures or something?

I{r. Reeves Yes, they do the same thinE vrhen hurricanes or
tornadoes hit. But noif, itts put back with the governmental
and official organizations. If therers a catastroPher the
Red Cross would be called it's quasi-governmental in
structure - but the police vrould alert their o$tn groups to
handle it vrith their communj-cations. They have high schools
and gymnasiums selected that they vrould take over in
tornadoes and hurricanes thatts how it rvorked.

Than}', heavens that rve have that.

O. !,Iou1d you sdyr thent
stronger during the vrar

i,ir. Reeves Oh , yes .

that the spirit of voluntarism vras
than it is now?

Is that they

Q. I suppose that nakes perfect sense, because l"te rvere at
war.

l,'ir. Reeves There vras a tension that r'ras therer but it
wasn't like being on the front-Iine. People were most
cooperative.

O. Did people tall<. about a "homefront" then?
way you sa$t yourself?

1,1r. Reeves Yes! Survival, really. And to prevent deaths
from occurring, and to take care of darnages. There were air
raid wardens, the arnbulance group, Lhe first aid and safety
group, the security groups - not vigilantes, but just
security to direct traffic - they were all available. They
vrere all little separate units coordinated. It rvas a
fantastic job, and. a comrnunity thing on a big scale.

e. And did you find people eager to join?
to drag them out?

You didn't have

t{r. Reeves Oh, no. trverybody rvanted to get into it'
really. InIe had sign-ups for first aid classesr because vre
could only take so many. And theyrd get on a waiting list to
get training.

O. Did people do any complaining about rationing, or about
any of the other vrartinre conCitions?
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I,1r. Reeves Sure, they wouldntt be human if they didnrt.
And there vras a lot of rationl-ng.

I'Je had a next door neighbor r.rho spent her time
downtovrn, and she tras just a chronic line-joiner. Sherd get
into any line that formedr just to see vrhat was at the end,
rrrhat they might be selling. She'd come horne vrith sorne of the
darnedest things - hosiery.

Q. They vrere not easy to get.

t,lr. Reeves Cigarett.es \{erentt easy to get. Liguor next to
impossible to get. There \"ere just no supplies.

Irve been doing a lot of rummaging since you
called, but I threw all the papers avtay. f just didn't keep
anything.

trrlhen I left the University in 1972, I had the
biggest collection of garbage yourve ever seen.

I vrish I had kept that letterr saying I
couldn't be the head of the Emergency Services! I wrote them
back and said, "l'fel}, I may not be, but youtd better get
somebody to replace me!"

And that was another matter because they
couldn't find anyone.

Q. I'Jhat vras the impact of the G.I. BilI after the war?

I4r. Reeves That vras a big influx of students. There was a
lot that $reren't there for education, but a lot of them had a
maturity and they ]lner'; what they v.ranted. They had a
different set of values, and they weren't horsinE around.
They rlere there for an education, but others were sort of
wasting their tinre, taking advantage of the free bill.

It was a good thing, because a lot of them got
an education r+ho I clon't believe vrould have ever reached
college. I thinl< some of them got high school diplomas that
v,'ou1d never have gotten t.hem, and then vrent ahead.

They salv the value of education.

A. tr'ihen the Japanese-American kids came back, and rlent back
to school, vrere they r.rell received? It seems li]:e it might

:::" 
been a difficult mixture' to put G.I.rs together with

Mr. Reeves r didnrt f ind that, no. I had them all mixed
up in classes. There \{as more maturity than I had recognized
before the war. Then you could have picked out freshmant
sophomores, and juniors, but when they came in afterr they
were older and vriser. You couldntt spoon-feed them. They
knew what they wanted, and what they were after.

And I think it served a real purposer though
there was sorne rrrisuse of it. There is on any biE program.

8. Could you see anything special about the l<ids that had
gro$rn up during the rEar? The rvartime generation - kids t'rho
r'rere eighteen in 1946?

1.1r. Reeves Not really. Ird say tilat there was more
maturity, but no more than just grol"ring up. Ue had been
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getting a Iot of seventeen and eighteen year olds before the
r"rar - they hrere coming in pretty young. Somebody was footing
the billr so to speak, and they were having a pretty good
time. A freer time.

Q. I find it hard to imagine a married G.I. in a fraternity.
I donrt think they probably did much of that.

Mr. Reeves No, they didn't.
I t.aught untiL 1972, when I retired, so Irve

been having a good tirne since! Not enough hours in the
day...
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