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Sicle A

This is an intervierv with Edith Robertson, on the 6th of
January, 1985. The interviewer is Lorraine l'{cConaghy for the
I{useum of History ancl Industry.

a. Let me start out by asking you what v/ere you doing when
you heard about Pearl Harbor?

Mrs. Robertson What was I doing? Well, f was down at
my mother-in-law's, vrashing clothes - it was on Sunday. And
I remember my husband was out washing the car, and I was in
the house. I remember I ran out to tell him because we heard
it on the radio.

He said, "Oh, we'11 lick them in tvro
weeks ! tt

A. fs that what you thought, too?

Mrs. Ii.obertson lr'lell, I dontt know. At the time... Of
courser w€ did"n't know the complete damages they had done at
Pearl Harbor.

0. Were you afraid?

Mrs. Robertson We1l, f don't know that I was so afraid,
but I remember going downtown the next day - we lived up at
23rd and East Union - and I went downtown on the bus. And
everybodv was talking to one another. It was l-ike you get on
a bus now, where you just sit down and yep don't talk to
anybody, unless they're sitting with you probably. But
everybody was talking about it. Everybody was so concerned,
wondering what was going to happen, because it was the first
time we had ever been attacked like that.

0. Were you ever afraid that the shore vrould be bombarded?

Mrs. Robertson !{ell, I was kind of af raid when we had
the blackout, I just don't remernber how long after [Pearl
Harborl that was - I guess that was right after they bornbed
Pearl I{arbor.

I remember we lived in this apartment.
We weren't allowed to have any lights or anything on. I got
up this one mornirg, after vre had been told - probably the
first morning or something like that. I got up to get
breakfast because my husband vras going to work, and I didnrt
go quite that early because I was working in the beauty shop
at the tine.

I thought, "oh, in the kitchen...tt, and
we lived in this apartment and there vras a builoing and
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everything there - no one coulcl possihly see any light out
that window. So I put the light on, and just a fevr rnoments
later there was a rap at the door, and somebody telling me

that ny light was on.

0. My goodness, vlas that the warden?

Mrs. Robertson Yes, the warden.
And when I think about that - the

blackout ancl aII - I think that scared me more than anything.
I don't know - I dontt really believe I was ever too scared.
You know how, in those daysr w€ vtere - vte just thought that
nobody could attack us.

0. Did you have any children then?

Mrs. Robertson No, I have a stepson, but he wasn't
living with us.

O. Was your husbancl concerned about being drafted? tlhat was
your family situation?

Irlrs. Robertson No, he vras lust kind of in bettpeen - I
think he vrent later on and tried to sign up, but he vras just
over the age that they were taking. That was my first
husband. And he was vrorking at Tod.d's [Shipyardi at the time
this happeneclr so then of course vrhen he was working there,
that kind of exemptecl him, too, from being drafted-

0. !,las Toddrs busy even bef ore Pearl l{arbor? Were they
building a lot?

Mrs. Robertson l'lell, they were busy in this way
though my husband could probably teII you more since he's
worked at Todd's for years - but I remember thel' vrould get a
ship in, and it was more repair work. They vrould get a ship
in lnd work seven days a week, overtime and all that, maybe
for two or three weeks. llhen, maybe they'd ]re laid of f f or a

week. Thatts the way it wasr ds I recall, vrhen mlz husl:and
was working there.

0. Did you go into Todd's right away afler the war began?

Mrs. Robertson No, I didn't. Pearl Harbor was in 1941 |
and I went in the middle of '42, because I was vrorking in a
beauty shop. I was supposed to get through at 5:30, and it
seemeil like this ldoman I vras working for, at five rninutes to
5:00, would always give me an appointment. And Ird be there
until 6:00 or 7:00 at nightr so one morning I just got up and
said, "Well, I'm going to go to work someplace where vrhen the
whistle blows, I can guit."

My husband had sent quite a few
different women that we knew - told them to go down ancl See
sornebody at the union office, I guess, and tell them that
he'd se.rt her. So I saicl to him, "Why don't you me a job out
there ? "

He said, "Ohr you wouldn't want to work
out there.tt
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O. Yes, I believe
this in twenty four

So this morning, I got uP and I just
went down by myself. And there was this big long line of
people lined up and they vrere aII getting their plnk slip.
And-there were just two of us - we were the last two in line.
We got up there and they said there wasn't any more jobs.
fhey said, "Therers only two jobs left, and thel"re graveyard
shiits, and you wouldn't want those."

And we said, "Yes r tte do. tt

So we got the jobs. We didn't know one
another, but it happened that we just lived two blocks apart.

0. Another woman?

Mrs. Robertson Uh-huh.

at the Boilermakers Union Hal1?Q. And was this

Mrs. Robertson No, I think this was through the - well,
golly, it was the sheet metal shop. I think maybe it t+as

through the l4achinists llnion.

O. Do you remember where it vras?

Mrs. Robertson Well, dt that time, the Machinists Union
used. to be in the Eagles Building, there at Seventh and
Union.

Mrs. Robertson

O. Was there
shipyard?

you're right. So you just decided aI1
hours?

Yes, just all on my own.

any patriotism driving you to work in the

Mrs. Robertson WeII, yes, I think So. Because at that
time, they really needed women in there. AIl the younger rnen
were beinq drafted. They useC to say that most of the men in
there were 4-F's - I don't know vlhat the rrFrr stands for now,
but they vreren't able to go in servj-ce anyway.

And I do remember a man in there that
was a leadman and he only had one eye. He had a glass eye.
And he vrent down to the [physical] exarninatj-on when they hacl
drafted him, and vre all thought that they wouldn't take him
ancl they did.

0. Had you wanted to rvork as a sheet metal - should I call
you a "sheet metal mechanictt?

I{rs. Robertson It clicln't matter - I just vranted a job.
I didn't knovr what I was qoing to get. It just happened, I
guess, that they vlere hiring for the sheet metal shop-

So they told us - I think we went to
work that night. No, the next day. tr{e went in the daytime,
just to hire in, I guess, and then they had. to teach us what
to do. And this was on the day shift. I know we both worked
so hard. We both nearly worked ourselves to death, because
we wanted the job so badly. on the ruay home, I know t-he
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buses were all full up. I think about it often now. tr'le were
so tired, vJe sat down on the floor in the bus to get home.

The next night r./as when we went on the
regular shift. I worked one night and I got home at eight
o'clock in the morning, and there rvas a telegram under my
door that my stepfather had died over east of the mountains.
And I had to teave. I think I got home at eight orclock and
the bus left at about 9:45r of something like that, and so my

husband called the shipyard and told them what had.happened.
And they gave me two weet<s leave of absence, and Ird only
worJ<ed there one night.

0. That is amazing.

Mrs. Robertson
badIy.

So they evidently needed help quite

0. Ha<1 you seen advertisements in the newspapers from Todd's
for women, or was it just something ...?

Mrs. Robertson I just vras going to go down and put my
application in. I Oidn't know they were hiring. Pia1.'be they
hlred every day, I don't knovr, but I just know that we had
friends and one woman would say she'd Iike to go to work at
the shipyard. He would teII her - I think he knew this man
who was at tfre head of the l'{achinsts Union, and he'd give her
a little note to go down t-here. But he vrouldn't give me one,
so r went on my own! (laughing)

Q. What vras your job? lrlhat did you clo?

llrs. Robertson !.IelI, when I first started, I was a
helper. We vrent on thj-s graveyard shift, and this nightr we
were the first vtomen they had on the graveyard shift and it
seemed to me like there vtere about ten of us. So the men
could all choose who they wanted as their helper. I'11
alvrays remember - this was my nickname the whole tirne I was
there - this one man said, "It11 take Pinkyr" meaning me,
l:ecause I had red hair, I guess. Ancl that was all I was ever
known by when f h/as in there.

So I just
worked as a helper. And by the
hour.

Then I became a trainee, and we vrent to
school-. I think we hacl to go a little early in the evening
I think we went two hours early two nights a r,reek, and had a

teacher there.

0. On the site, at the shipyards?

don't remember how long I
wdyr I started at $.95 an

Mrs. Robertson

remember if it
when I went to
j ourneyman.

Yes.
We had to go just so long - I

was three months. Then we became
school, I was a trainee. And then

lrlhen I was a trainee' I think
as a journeyman, I got $1.20 an

don't
let r s see,

I became a

I got
hour.$1.05 a hour, and
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O. Vlhat did the work involve?

Mrs. Robertson
ventilation

0. Ducting?

Mrs. Robertson
never worked out on

I,/eIl, in the sheet metal shop, vre did

Uh-huh. Ducting and all that. tsut I
the ship. Some of the girls did.

remember she got quite
her arm got in there
all that,

We made foot lockers. We had to rivet
those toqether. Thatrs the one thing we learneC as trainees
* vre learned blueprint reading. We had these patternsr and
we cut them aII out and riveted them together. We adrled
hinges, an<l padlocks and everythinq on them.

Then \,4/e ran punch presses - these big
machines that punch holes, and we ran the sar,Als that saw these
things. There was a big thing they called a shearr ds long
as this room (approx. 12'1, and we'd have these hrig long
pieces of material and it vrould be steel, I guess' ancl we'd
have to rnark those off and cut then.

Kind of scary, those big machines.

a. Did anyone get hurt?

Mrs. Robertson One girl did. I
badly hurt on a big machine. Someway
I can still remernber her screaming and

0. How did you dress for v'rork?

I"{rs. Robertson We d"ressect in slacks. Some of them had
coveralls, but just slacks. And no fancy [top]' just a
sweater or something. t/here I worked, it was warm - they had
the heat on. But for the girls out on the ships - well, it
was cold out there.

0. Did you have to wear a bandanna?

l'Irs. Robertson Yes, we had to wear a bandanna. They
had safety men, and they'd let us get by for just so long.
Theytd come around and tell us v/e had to have these
bandannas. Of courser w€ aII hated to wear them. And after
a week or sor we'd kind of gradually get away from it. And
he'd let us go maybe a month and all of sudden herd come
around again, and wetd have to put them all on.

And vre had to vrear goggles when we dicl
any of the grindingr or anything like that.

0. Did you have special shoes, heavy shoes? Or did you wear
just your own.

Mrs. R.obertson No, we wore just our own. But r.re maybe
shouldn't have, because I remerober I dropped something on my
toe and hrok-e it. It r'rasnrt that serious.

a. Did you hurt yourself any other ways? Cuts or burns?

No, I didn't, except I was alwaYsMrs. Robertson
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getting things in my eyes. I don't know why. If I was
grinding or something, even with glasses oIIr it seemed like
it must have been three or four times I got steel in my eye.

And one time, a piece rusted in there. I
got up one morning, and I had such terrible pain in my eye
and I couldn't figure out what was wrong. WelI' they had
nurses right therer yoU know, and I vrent in to the nurse.
She tried to take it out, but she couldn't and they sent me

in to an eye specialist. He put novocaine, or something in
my eye - just a drop - ancl took a magnet and pulled it out.
This piece of rusted steel.

I don't knor.r vrhy it just happened.
WheLher it vras me or not.

Then when I got to be a journeyman' I
had a helper.

0. Was that a vroman?

I4rs. Robertson
j ourneymen.

Yes. I think all the rnen had become

0. How were you accepted l:y the men?

Mrs. Robertson I'JelI r with most of them it was aII
right. But there was a fevr... There was jealousy - you
couta telt that. I never thought men gossiped until I got in
there - they're vrorse than v/omen. (chucklinq)

You could see them. They viere a little
bit jealous if you qot a job that they thought they should
have. Especially when vre got doing repair work, and we got
more money for that. We got $1.34 an hour for repair vrork,
and if the women goL that and the men didnrt, you could tell
there was jealousy.

And we kind of thought, too - sometimes
we'd get a big load of steel come in, and it vrould be awfulll'
heavy. They would always send - it would always be the
viomen that unloaded that. So vre got kind of, tired of it, and
one time we complained about it. That's i.rhen they said that
they were all 4-!-rs and couldn't do any liftinq.

But as a general rule, the ones v/e
worked right with and the leadmen - they v/ere nice to us.

0. Were you a full member in your union?

l',lrs. Robertson Yes, uh-huh.

A. Were you when you \^/ere a traineer or when you became a
j ourneyman?

Mrs. Robertson Just rvhen I became a journeYrnan.

o. So you could vote, and you went to the union meetings?

Mrs. Robertson Yes.

a. Did they make any special accomodations for women in
either the shipyard or the union? fias there any - Surely
there had been very f er^r women in that union bef ore the war. . .
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Mrs. Robertson Well, d.o you mean like special rest
periods? I dontt believe so. llle could go to the restroom
whenever we wanted to - there rEas no restrictionr ds long as
you didn't stay too long. Like if you had to go to the
bathroomr you didntt askr you just went.

But we didn't have 15 minutes - don't
they have, most places nowadays, a break with i 5 minutes in
the norning and in the afternoon? We never had anything like
that, but they never said anything to us when we

There's alvrays a few that will take
advantage, and there vlere some girls that vrould go and they'c1
stay too long. And another thing they used to do once in a
while first, one qirl would go to the restroom, and the
first thing you know' every girl in the shop would be in
there. Get in and visit. They didn't all do that, but
therers alvrays a few that vrill.

Q. You said. that you v/ere a member of that first group of
ten women on the graveyard shift at Toddrs. At other
shipyards, the toughest time for a woman to vrork was the
graveyard shift and" the toughest place vras out on the ships.
It just got rougher and rougher. I{ere you ever harassed in
any way?

lilrs. Robertson llo, but of course, I vlasntt out on the
ships. But, no, I never was. I vras treated very vrell.

A. !{hat \{ere the other \{omen tike that you vrorked vrith?
llere they all very different frorn each other? l/ere there any
common characteristics ?

l'{rs. Robertson They were just frorn all walks of life.
There were an arvful lot of them from l{orth Dakota, South
Dakota, and i'linnesota - it seemed like they had come out here
just to work. Several beauticians' I know' same as I vras-
Some vJetre housevlives and some were young girls. There \.^rere

quite a few, especially on the day shift, that their husbands
*ere in the service. Either their husbands or their
boyfriends were in the service and they were working there.

0. !,iere there a lot of wonen with children?

Mrs. Robertson No, I don't believe so. Not too rnany at
that time. There may have been sorne women with children
there lrere a few older v/omen in their late forties or
fifties. I{ot too many, but there were a few. And they could
have had qrown children.

But then, of course, when I got on the
day shift, there were quite a few r.romen on there and there
could have been some. You vreren't as intimate as you had
been on the night shrft, because we had aII gone on at the
same tirne, just ien of us.

And we did notice - vrell. . . TheY
transferred the vrhole graveyard shift and vre had our choice
of going to days or svringshif t, because they \^/ere r-aking aII
the $/omen off the graveyard. shift. And vre noticed when vre
first vrent on days that the day shift \,/omen dicln't like us
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too weII to start with. tsut then we got over it.

A. Why do you think they felt that way?

Mrs. Robertson Oh, I think therers always a littl-e of
that betvreen the day shift and the night sltift. The day
shift kind of thinks they're a little bit above the night
shift. I think you find that. I know my husband said that
even rvith the men, they were that viay.

0. ltrere there any programsr ds far as you know, that Todd
ran to help out women that were working, Iike childcare or
meals?

l'1rs. Robertson No, I'm sure there werentt.

in the plant?Q. Could you get meals

l4rs. Robertson There was a place where vle could. Yes,
cafeteria style. But most of us took our ohtn lunch because
they had a nice big lunchroom, off of where they had the
restrooms. They had benches in there to sit on, just for the
women, and there vras a woman in there made coffee for us.
They had a big urn of coffee. And she kept the place clean.
So most all of us took our lunch, because you only had a half
hor.rr, and it seemed like you stood in line so long to get
into the lunchroom. l{e felt tike we wanted to rest during
that time - just relax and eat our lunch.

0. Did you get tired? Did you find it hard?

t{rs. Robertson It depended on vrhether you likecl to work
hard or not. There \{ere some - I would rather vrork than
stand around. I'm stil-l- that way. And it seemed that if you
wanted to workr you got more of the hard jobs and things. lly
helper and I mentionecl it one time to the leadman, "How come
we got all the hard jobs?"

He said, t'\^/ell, \{e have to put somebody
on it thatrll do it."

Rut some of the girls diCn't vrork too
hard. They weren't too fussy about it as long as the
government was payinE for it. J donrt think they cared. But
lvhen they got on repair r.rork, I guess the government vlasn't
paying for that and then they really wanted you to work hard.

f think it's still kind of that way.

O. You vlere a journeyrnan vrith a helper. In the group your
leadman vras leadman tor, horv many journeymen were women and
how many $rere men?

Mtrs. Robertson I think - of course, there v/ere only ten
vromen on the graveyard shift... Letrs see... I think there
were only three or four of us that v/ere journeymen of the
women.

O. Out of a group of how many journeymen altogether'
inclucling the men?

Robertson page B



lvlrs. Robertson Golly, I think there rnust have been
fifty in the shop on graveyard., altogether. And most vrould
be men.

Q. You vrere very good aL your job then, to have become a
j ourneyman.

Mrs. Robertson Well, I think sor uh-huh. I
I was the only one - there were others, too.

Q. Well, three out of fifty. That's impressive,
very many.

don't meant

that's not

Mrs. Robertson WelI, of course, there were only ten
women altogether. But on the day shift, there would be a lot
more women, and there were a lot more men [journeymen] than
women.

0. Did you respect and like your shop stevrard and your
leadman?

Mrs. Robertson Oh, y€sr they tlere very nice. Inlhen I
was on the night shift, there was a foreman ancl the one
leaoman. i{hen I was on the day shift there was the
superintendent, and the quarterrnan right under the
superintendent, and the foreman, and then the leadman. They
were very good about if you got stuck on somethingr and
didn't knovr how to do it, the leadman would shovr you and help
you as much as he coulcl.

A. Vlere you ever i nterested in making a career of this?

I'1rs. Robertson hlo, f vrasn't. I thought of it as
working there while the war was on. At that time, I don't
knovr if you could have made a career out of it because the
shipyard was a littte different. I donrt think you could
have gone out, and gotten a job in a sheet metal shop
loutsid.e the shipyardl. I don't think they woulcl have hired
a wonan.

Novr, I guess they do.

you not have wanted to continue?

We1l, I had my beauty wor]< that I liked.

it better than working in the shipyard?

Oh, I enioyed vrorking in the shipyard
because it was different - I'd never done any vrork like that
before. I really enjoyed it, but I don't knor'r. I just
didnrt even think about a career out of it because I
thought... trlellr ds I say, at that time, lnomen just didn't
get those jobs. I giuess I thought I couldn't.

a. So you thought it was just for the emergency?

Mrs. Robertson Uh-huh, just for the vrar effort at that
tirne- l{ow, mayhre rtd feel differently' Thelr arrnost have to

Q. Why would-

Mrs. Robertson

0. You liked
Mrs. Ro]:ertson
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take you nov/ if you can do the work.

0. Viould you have felt lil<e you were talcing a job away from
a returning serviceman if you had stayed? Did that enter
your mind at all? Did you feel that that was a man's job?

Mrs. Robertson I guess maybe I c1id. In those clays, I
think you thought more tirat way,

And then, Itd alr^lays wanted to have my
ovrn beauty shop. So after that, I got my or';n beauty shop.

Q. Hovr did your husband feel about your r^rork?

Ivtrs. Roirertson Once I got the job, he thought it vias
all right. He just thought I rvouldn't like it after doing
beauty work. Hetd see them there, vrorking, and iL wasntt
such clirty work r+here I vras, but on the ships it was. . .

I don't knor.t hovr come I didn't get put
out on a ship.

Q. I think out on
Your rvorking at

rnarriage?

lvirs. Robertson

the ships it rsas so co1dl clirty, noisy...
night - did it put any strain on Your

l{o, because he lvas working the same
shift. That's the reason I vranted the graveyard shift.

0. How did your lives change? That must have been very
strange to both be coming home at the l:eginning of the day.

l4rs. Robertson Yes, because it was hard sleeping. He
cou1cl go to bed and sleep a few hours and get up, and go back
and sleep again later on. tiith me, if I vrent to bed and vroke
up in two hours, that was it. I couldn't sleep any more.
Then, too, he worked at Plant A and I worked at Plant Il. I
quess when I went on d.ays, I hacl to ride vrith someone else.
They all hact car pools where you rode vrith others. I think
there vras five of us in the car.

I can remernl:er in those days - this fog
here (gesturing out the vrindolv) reminds me of it - it just
seemed like we had so much fog. I used to be more scared of
that than anything else trying to get to work. It would l:e
so foggy.

0. You'd started out taking the bus?

ttrs. Robertson Wellr w€ took the bus just for that
first day. After that, v/e rode both this girl and I - vte
rode vrith my husband. It seems to me like he had some other
riders, too.

Q. How did working graveyard shift affect your social life?
And when did you buy groceries? When did you get your ration
book? Hor^r did you manage all those little jobs?

llrs. liobertson lalelll vro usually came hone and went
right to bed, and then vretd get up and have the afternoon
until evening. We lived right across the street from the
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grocery store. In an emergency situation like that, it's
just different. I don't knovr if I could do it now. Of
course, I t rn older, too.

0. Did you have any sense ivo::king there of there being any
precautions about security? Did you have a badge?

l4rs. Robertson Oh, yes. You had to have - thatts one
thing. I never was able to get a birth certificate. I r,.ras

born back j-n Kansas City. I guess I was born at horne or
sornething, and I rrrote back and tried to get ray birth
certificate IafLer hiring on at Toddrs, but the authorities
in Kansas City couldn't locate one.l

Side B

Mrs. Robertson so rny aunt and ny mother made out an
affidavit, and. signed it, and they tool< me in the shipyard
with that.

Yes, r^re hacl security. I don't thinl< it
was when we came in, but when ive r'Ient out, we hac{ to have
people there and you had t-o open your 'l unchbox and show thern
that you weren't takinq anything out.

A, Dicl people try to smuggle things out?

Mrs. Robertson Not that I know of. You never knorvr I
guess. I heard since then of people vrho do things like that.
I don't knovi of an1'thing they had that I I d have r"ranted to
take, unless it would be bolts or nuts r ot something like
that.

A. Kind of a harcl shop to steal from, ruith those hr.tgie
machines.

I'ias it a huge place, fu1-I of people?

Mrs. Robertson Oh, yes.

a. Thousands and thousands?

I4rs. Robertson Wellr on the nrght shift, there wouldn't
have been that many, but on the days there vtere.

I vras just in the sheet metal shop' but
they had all the other shops, and the ships they were vrorking
orrr too. There was Plant ts, and Plant A rvas the first one
started.

!{hen I first started there, I think they
called it Toddrs Pacific and then they changed it to
Seattle-Tacoma.

A. I^lhen you vrorked on days, were you working on nevr
construction or repair?

lvlrs . Robertson Both.

0. I^ihat was the nevr construction they vlere l:uilding there?
I,,lho vras it for, the Navy?
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Ir{rs. Ilobertson Yes, they vrere building destroyers.

0. Baby flat-tops?

I{rs. Robertson No, the flat-tops are aircraft carriers.
The clestroyers go out, and carry the bombs. I.le built mostly
destroyers.

0. You were there about tvro ancl a half years, ancl you never
planned on making a career out of it - were )tou interested in
increasing your responsibility? Did you vrant to become a
shop steward? To become a leaclman?

Mrs. Robertson VIeIlr oo, but I dontt know if a \',roman
could at that time. We Lrad a shop steward, and he was always
a man.

0, Could you have become a leadwoman?

l,trs. Robertson I don't believe so. I don't thrnk there
r{as any v/onan that vrould lead, at either place. I thrnk
journeyman was about the highest you could go.

0. Sometimes in books Irve reacl about the vrar, they've
talked about the d"efense plants being the first tirne that men
and women irad ever worked side by side. Inlomen had always
worked in the offices, but this was different. They vrere
working together in the shops and on the ships. v'lith so nany
women's husbands gone and roith so many families disrupted by
husbands and wives sometimes working different shj-fts' they
talk about a new morality, a vrartime rnorality, in rvhich
sexual things became rnore free and easy - there were more
relationships. Did you see any of that anong the women you
knerv?

l'{rs. Robertson Yes. I saw it r,,rith some of the vromen
whose husbands vrere in the service. There was not too mrich
of it, but there was a f ew of thera - I think there rr'iere
romances going on there.

Q. Did you knov; any of them well enough to knovr why, whether
it was loneliness?

Mrs. Rohertson T thinl< j-t was loneliness probably.
llaybe their husbands vrere tloinq the same thinE. I clon't
know. l{ith somer you would be quite surprised that it t+ould
happen, because they r,rould seern so concerned Iabout their
absent husbands I .

I wouldnrt say it vras a common thinqy,
because there vrere quite a feir that didnrt. tsut there were
also some vrho ilid. Jtist frora observing.

A. Did any divorces come out of thatr or r,./as that less
common?

l4rs. Robertson It happenecl, I imagiine, after the
husbands came home. They were all a\'Jay rvhile vle were working
there.
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I do renember this one girl. She saicl
her husband hated to go in the service so bacl. Ile vras always
sick, and she alviays thought she told us that so many times
- he was just trying to get out of the service because he
hated it so batl and drdn't vrant to qo in the first place.
Ancl she got vrord that he r,tas in the hospital in llar,raii ' and
she said, "If he's cloing this just to get out of the service,
I'11 never f orgive hirn. "

And ahrout two weeks later, she got the
notice he was dead. They found out he had inflarnrnation of
the heart, and I guess all this time he had been ill and he
v/asntt putting on.

I often used to think afterward. I
nondered if she remembered all the things she told us.

0. Did you become chums with a group of wornen from Todd's,
or did you not see them rnuch outside of work?

l.Irs. Rolcertson Oh, yes. I had some of them over f or
dinner, and I went to their house for dinner. Once in a
while, maybe one of the v,'omen in the shop would- invite some
of the rromen and their husbands - those rvho had husbancls
and. some of the rnen vrho'd bring their rvives. And we'd. have a
party - go their for dinner or something like that.

This one girl - she and I vrere quite
churnrny. ller husl:and vras in the service, and her mother and
dad worked there, too. She v,'as from back in Kansas
someplace. I"Ier husband r'ras here on'leave for a while, and I
hacl them both up to the house for dinner.

It was guite interesting, because you
rnet people fr:om a-11 the different states. lrlow I donrt knovr
where any of them are. They vrere all- so anxious to get back
to North Dakota and l'{innesota ancl all that... A year or so
later, I savr several of them that had clecided to come back
here aqlain.

Q. How had they been recruited to coroe?
where to qo?

Hovr d.id they l.,nor,r

l.trs. Robertson I don't know, but they teII me that
Boeing has a stancling ad in the papers for help bacl< in those
statesr so maybe the shipyards didr too.

Q. Did they live in the housing projectsr or did they live
scatterecl in apartments and houses?

i,{rs. Robertson Oh, I think they lived scattered around.
I think they lived pretty much v,zherever thel' could get a
place to live.

Q. There was quite a housing crunch, wasntt there? Didnrt
they find it difficult to find...?
llrs. Robertson Yes, they built these government houses.
So maybe some of them lived in there.

0. llere there any black women?
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tvlrs. Robertson Itrs funny, but I never savl a black
wonan r.rhen I worked there - day or night shift - in the
shops.

0. In any job?

Mrs. j?.obertson Yes, unless they could have been out on
the ship. I dontt recall that there was a black \Atoman on
either the day or the night sirift.

0. i{ho perforrned the job of scaler, dt Todd's?

l,lrs. Robertson Thatts out on the ship, isn't it?

0. I'*rell, it sounds like it's janitorial service on the
shipsr or in tire shop.

Dlrs. Robertson I don't recall that there vras anyone in
there tirat was called a scaler. To clean the shops upr their
had these big air hrlov/ers, anC we never had to do an1'
cleaning or anythlng.

0. YoLr.'ve mentioned \,Jornen from trJisconsin, and the llakotas
clid you l.:norv an)' v/ornen from tire deep south?

l/rrs. Robertson Oh, y€sr my helper \,/as. I dontt knor+ if
you'd call it the cleep south, but she was f rorn Virginia. I
used to get a kick out of her. I thinl< about her every once
in a vrhile. I{er narne v/as Iva, but I donrt remember her last
name. Everything rvas "you aII."

0. Tell me about her. i{or^r old was she?

Mrs. Robertson I thj-nk probably at that time, she vrould
have been about forty years old. But she vras very
interesting to talk to and a lot of fun. I don't remember if
she nas married or had a husband.

O. She had come all the vray from Virginia to llashington, to
rvork in Toddrs shipyard?

Do you know vrhat she oid aftervrard?

l,{rs. Robertson I never did. I never sar,.i her af ter I
left there because I r.ras in the hospital and had an
operation. I remenber getting this l:ig bouquet of florvers
from her, and then I had a couple of little things she gave
me - a little Dutch i:oy and girl, carrying r,rater, with a
little yoi<e across here (across their shoulders), made of
china. I vranted that for a keepsake so badly, because I
liked her so r.ie1l. One of the neighbors came in, and she had
a little girl, and I put it up on top of the refrigerator.
The mother reached up and gave it to her, and she just
whammed it and broke it all to i:i-eces.

a, Irlhat a shane! And ]zourve lost tracl< of her?

I{rs. Robertson Yes. I c}onrt know anyone that I worked
with there.
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0. In the nevrspapers in the t40's, there's a lot of
editorials and Ietters to the eclitor about lor^r productivity
and absenteeism, about loafing in the shipyards. Did you see
any evidence of that kind. of thing?

llrs. Robertson Yes, there was loafing.

Q. tlhat does that roean, exactlY?

l,trrs. Robertson \Jell , they j ust donrt rvork ! ( laughitg )

Especially the men, I thinl<. They'd stand around and talk.
And there was some girls, too.

I renernber this one girl telling nte'
when we first went to vrorl< there. she had vrorkeci at
Boeing's, and. she said, "You don't have to work hard. Just
make up to the boss. Thatrs all you have to clo, and you
wop t t have to vlork hard. "

She vras one of them that did that - when
I saicl there vras some playing around.

Oh, yes. llhere vias some vrho'd go back
to the restroom and stay ior forty-five minutes lvhich kind of
spoils it for the rest of you. Because they'd let you go
when you really wanted to, but then theyrd c'lanp dovrn on
every$66[y.

Yes, I think there vras quite a bit of
loafing, but then there vras r,'/ork, and the rvork ha<1 to be
c1one, too.

O. You said you coultl see a difference betv;een vrorlt that vras

done for the government contract anC work that was done for
repair contracts?

There !.Jas a difference because of the
it rras for the glovernrnent, they didnrt
anybody vrorked very hard or not. I

plus so rnuch. I forEet exactly how it
vrork they dic1, the rnore r:lone)' they got-

r,',rhether anlz$s6y rvorkecl too i:aril or not.
l,lhen they got the repair work in, they

on you, ancl sal"r that you vrorked real
same all- the time anyvray, becauser to me-
out of iiork, trying to hiae out and
get in and do the work. Time goes

0. Yes, it makes the time go.
Did you ever see anyi:ody playing cards or sleeping?

Mrs, Robertson No, f never sar'r anybody playing carCst
but we clirJ have a nan that was in the toolroom - the toolroorn
v,rhere vre'd go up to get tools. I guess he rvas an alcoholic.
Tl-ris vras r'rhen I was on the night shift, and hetd sleep most
of the night ancl the forenan kind of covered for him. I
dontt know rvhy - if he vras a friend of his t aT what. Bu| he
(t.he foreman) rgould get the stuff .

I never k"netd at the time ( that he rvas an
alcoholic), bu.t I saw him aftegEard, over in Yakima. I r+as

i'Irs. Robertson
bosses there. I'Jhen
seem to care vlhether
think they got cost.
vlorkecl, but the less
So they r:idntt care

really clanped dovrn
hard. I rvorkeC. the
it's harder to keeP
things, than to just
faster.
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staying in a hotel there, and he went up on the elevator vrith
rf,er and I just said hello to him. He was ruith a couple
other men. The next morningr w€ rrere having hreakfast, ancl
he came in and tallied to rne, and tr:Id me that he had l:een an
alcoholic and that he had lost his vrife. I think he hacl tr.ro
daughters, and he vras going to an Alcoholics Anonymous
rneeting, and that he hadn't drank in manl' year$, he told me.

So then I f igured that's vrhl' he was
sleeping all the tirne, because he'd corne to work drunk.

0. Did you ever see any signs of drinking on the graveya.rd
shift? Smuggled bottles?

Mrs. Robertson lieIl, one tine I renerni:er - I think it
v/as Christmas or i.Jevr Yearrs Eve - they had quite a party.
Different ones brought maybe a pint, but not everybody. Some
of them had too much. But other than that, I never noticed
anything. If they drank, they did it [qriietly]. I donrt
think any of the girts did. Of course, \,^iith the rnen, I don't
know. They coulcL have.

0. Did Toddrs sponsor bond drives?

!.lrs. Robertson I guess they rnust have, because there
v/as quite a" fevr bond ilrives. Then, of course, r,re all l:ought
bonds. They took so much out of our pay check everl/ time.
You knowr you'd l:uy so many bonds, you'd sign up for them.

Then I know everlz once in a while thel'r6
have [a rally]. T rernember one that was on our lunch hour,
and Jack tsenny and his whole troul:e came. And I guess that
vras their reason for coming.

O. Dio you get to see them perform.?

l,{rs. Robertson Vac

And I remember
that Alice Faye v;as married to that
Benny? Oh, dear, vrhat is his name?
vray l:efore your time.

- oh, l+ho vras that man
used to be iqitir Jack
0f course, Aliee I'ayers

0, I'm sorry, I just dontt know. It couldntt be ltochester?

l{rs. Robertson l'{o, he r,ras vrith Benny, too. But this
man - he vras the band leader. Hets still- around. But,
anyv/ay, the girls alvralzs said they r'rondered vrhy Alice I'aye
ever narrj-ed him, anc-i then after they saw hj-n, they could
understand because he had such ltersonality.

And I think it 'rras Shirley Jones - one
of those actresses - vrho rvas there. Ancl they vroulcl talk
about buyinE bonds.

A, \rlere there rel.rards for gcod ideas to nake prcduction go
faster?

llrs. Ii.obertson There r"ras a suggestion bo:<r yes.
never got any of it. (laughing)

Q. Did you ever see much of tlpper management at Tod-cl's? Did
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you know rvho the big i:osses \47ere, after working there a
couple .of years?

Ilrs. Robertson I kner.r rvho the superintenilent was - he
\^/as right there in our shop all the tirae. Everybody vras
scared to death of-- him - his narle was i{cltaughlin. He hardly
ever spoke to eyerybody. I guess vre'd say hello, and herrl
just look at us. After the t'rar vras over, I was at Longacres
S.acetrack one time, and. he came up to ne and youtd think I
vras his long lost buddy. He ruas just so friendly, and talked
to ne. He wasntt vrorkinq there anymore either. And I
thoughr ge€, vre ryere all so scarecl of him and he rvas nice
when he qot out of work. I suppose because he vras a boss...

0. Dio the Navy ever tour? Did you ever see l'lavy people?

l,lrs. R.obertson Yes, that picture I had v'ias the aclniral
- well, not the admiral, but the gui'trho takes the ship' I'trho

would he be?

Q. The captain?

TI

I

That r,rould sure be nice to find.
If you had not become ill, vrould you prol:ably have rvorked

the enC of the vrar?

I.1rs. Robertson Oh, yes. Uh-huh.

a. Did lzeur illness have anything to do r^rith your job?

Iirs. Robertson oh, I dontt knovr. It vras a
hysterectomy, and I don't Lhinl< it had anything to do with
the job because f had Lunors. But l:eing on my feet and
working and lifting, I just got real sick. So I r,^rent and had
the operation 

r r,+ould have gone bacrcr ]/€s. But they
were kind" of finishing trp, and they \,rere laying off, and f
didn't even try to go back.

Q. Do you knor.r - you may i13vs left too early to Jcnolv

whether r^/omen \,tere laid off in larger numbers than men \'tere
at the end of the vrar? Did they tend to lay off the women
first?

l"{rs. Robertson Yes, the caPtain.
picture, and showed nearly all the girls
and vre were all sha!<ing hands with hin.

to
a.

Mrs. Robertson

0. Do 1rss2 tsecause
\./ere less qualified?

l'{rs. Robertson
men's r.rork. I think
better than the men.

was a large
vrorked l^rith there,

Yes, I think so.

it vlas ttmen's worktt or because the lvomen

Oh, I think it rgould be
that sone of the vror'ren

because it was
did the v.rork

any of the vromen to knowa. Did you keep u.p enough I'rith
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vrhether they r.vanted to stay on themselves?
all just left?

Or whether they

l.lrs. Robertson i{e11, no, I didn't. But. I think tirelr
all just felt like me. I clon't helieve these \,,tonen could
have stayed on. i4aybe if they l:ad fought for it- But I
dontt believe tltere vrould be an1' sheet rnetal shops, &t that
time, that vrould have hired vromen.

e. Did Todd's get far snaller after the ruar? Did it shrinl<
way dolvn?

l.lrs. Robertson Oh, yes. The building vrhere Plant B

was, I don't think thelr even I use ] . I clon't thinl< To<ld' s no!/
has nany people r,,ror1<ing there 3o1r s16t*.

Q. Just in general about the r+ar, did you thinli the war
r'Iourd be over more quickll' than it vras?

l.lrs. Robertson Yes, very much. Especially the Japanese
v/ar .

0. I"trhat did yott

Itrs. Robertson

think? Tvro years?

1ong. I r.rould have

Q. [Io'.v did people ' s
on as it dicl?

f{rs. Robertson r clon't tliini< their attitucles changed.
Everyfo66iy \,/as very patriotic. It v;as diff,erent than their
vtere in Lhe viet i{am vrar' }Iveryi:od1r \"/as, l'rerl' iust mad
because thel' had attacked us at Pearl llarbor. There T,vere so
nany people there I knevr. I had a cousin there on a
battleship - the TE}I}iESSHS. He was in the gun turret, and he
\i/as the only enlistecl rnan vrho came out alive in his
departnent. He got shrapnel in his l<nee.

You knovr, there vrere so many boys killed
there. Ancl we didntt knov,'vrhen we heard that... t"iy cousin
vras only eighteen, hetd gone in r'rhen he goc out of high
school. l{e \^Jere vrorried. because we didn't know nhether he
vras killed, ancl I'm sure there were a lot of others that felt
the same s/ay. I think after abor.it a week, he got word home
that he was all right.

But, I thin]< people would feel the satne
again if they cdrrt€ i1. Don't you think they r,/ould? Don't
)rou think tire younger generation rvor-rld?

0. I think that was ;ust a clifferent r"rar. People have
callecl it our "qood vlar," and I think it ttas like that.
People felt that llitler r,ras soneone i.rho obviously had to be
stobpecl. Japanese imperialism r,ras obviously sonr.ethinE that
l'nas wrong.

l,trs. Rol:ertson Yes, especially r+hen they came in there
I to Pearl iiarbor ] . Hven the Japanese people f elt badl1' aL:out
it, the ones that llere here.

No, I didnrt think it rvould last that
thought a year at the r,rost.

attitucles change vrhen it dragged on ancl
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0. ldhat dicl you think about the internment of the
Japanese-Americans ?

i'lrs. Robertson I thought
safetyr fls r.rell. I felt baCly
Japanese people. Eut I reallY

it vlas necessary for their ovrn
about it, because I l.,ner.r
think'- it was the onl1' thing rire

coulcl do.

0. Did you. feel their lives !,rere in danger? That they might
be harmecl?

I,1rs. Robertson
ma-ny - There's
never fel-t that
fau1t.

Il'el1, they might have.
people that are stil-I mad at
\,ray, because f dontt feel it

l'lhat v/ere those pilots?

There 'r'Jere so
the Japanese. I
the people's

The ka-rnikaze?

vrhether they hacl to do that

hope that people t^tould feel
d.ifferently than they c1icl

0. llne suicide planes?

l,{rs. Robertson
or not.

t don't knovr

But I vrould
differently if vre were attacked
in the Viet l'larn trrar.

O. Iihen the atornic bombs were dropped, after the German
surrender in Europe, and bef ore the Ja-panese surrend.er, did
you have any idea vrhen )'ou were reading the papers of hovr
immense those bonbs rrere? i'Ihat did- you thinl< of that' that
d.y, vrhen that happened? Those day5, 1 guess.

I"Irs. Robertson liell, I suppose that \',re 1'/ere kind of
g1ac1 that it would enC the war, i:ut it vras still a terrible
itring. Alt the people that \,Iere kitled and maimed for life.

0. trlere there celebrations j-n tire streets? Did people
realize right away that that ',.roulcl iTrean the end of the war?

I'irs. Robertson t{o, I Contt remenber any celebrations.
ff there !ras, I ctonrt renernber it.

Q. You had coped as a cook rEith suqar and br,rtter anc'i neat
rationing - did you have to learn to cook differently during
the war?

l,lrs. Robertson irle ate an avrf ul lot of haml:urger.
(laughing) It r"ras the onliz meat you could get that r.ras fit.
to eat.

Sugar didn't bottrer ner though rny
in-laws rirere great suEar eaters. Itve never been a Sugar
eater. I ]inow that they would get their tickets, and I would
give them mine. About t'uro days after theyrd get their
iickets, they'd be up to get r,rine beca-use she'd bake pies or
cakes. And they drank a lot of tea - they v/ere Scotch and
d.rank a lot of tea - and I guess they used sugar in their
tea. I never have used Sugar in coffee or tea or anything
like that.
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ISutter we couldn't get. I re;ner,rber I
used to bulz l^rhipping cream, and use an egg beaterr and ma];e
ny olrn buiter.

Er. I'ioulcl }'ou add salt to it? Irve ofLen wond.ered...

I.{rs. Robertson
mother made l:utter.

anything, because I
Your cheese and meat

Yes. I vlas raised on a f arm and. mY

So I knew hotv to rnake butter.
I think I missecl cheese al:out as mucir as

do quite a bit of cool<ing vrith cheese-
came on the same stamPs.

Q. Oh, the recl stamps?

I.{rs. Robertson Uh-huh.
There r+as the tvro of us. And if You

went out to eat, you couldnrt get a decent meal in a
restaurant. About the only place you could go to get a
decent neal r.ras vrhere \./e used to go. They used to caII it
Cravrford's, on the vraterfront. You cou1c1 get a f ish dinnert
and youtd geL a nice dinner. But to go out and eat.

And the service - tirat's one thing I
noti-ced. Itrhen I rvas young and T first startecl to worl<, I did
vraitress \'Jork. I couldntt bell-eve, t'rhen you vrent into a
restaurant, the service ]zorf got... Their just actecl lil<e they
didn t t care vrhetirer thel' vra'i ted on you or not. You never got
any vrater rvith your rneal t ot anything lil'"e that. Theytd just
kind of throl'r it at you.

0. I r,voncler why? Did they have a captive audience?

l,irs. Robertson ifellr yog knori hor+ t):e1' get when hclp is
scarce. Thel' just Con't care if they vrork or not, and thel'
just l<ind of slan it at you.

Once in a l*hiler vtetd go up to Canacla,
to vancouver, ancl get a good steak or somethinE 9p there.
The meals \'/ere so -heap up there then. l'trovr theytre morc
expensive than *" "t*o, courser yoll courcrn't go too rnuch
because of the gas rationinE. I lcnol I vrent over east of the
mountains vrhen my rnother \.Ias sicl< one tirae, and I got ]:ac}'" as
far as l{orth Bend and the gas tank regisiered empty. And I
still had to go to Tvrenty tttira and East Union, and. I didnrt
have any starnps to get any more gas. I just sort of carne in
on a vring ancl. a prayer. I raade it hone because my car' even
after it-registered-empty, still haa trvo gallons in there. I
cane as fast as I could, not thinking that the slorrer you got
the less qas you burn. lSut I rrras going fast to i:e sLire I'C
get there! (laughing)

0. llor,r strict t/ere they? If you as a wornan driver alone in
the car had coile into a station in Fiorth l3end and saidt
t'please, can I buiz a galJ-on of gas?", c1o you real-ltrr think
they i,loulcl have tr"rrned lrou Cot'rn?

t,lrs. Ro]:ertson I dontt knor'r. It lras the 1a\',', but I
dontt lcnor,i vihat they '.,rould have done. Itd have probably
trieo it, but I clontt knot+.
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A. How dicl Seattle change cluring the t'rar? Fron a wornants
point of view, Lf there is such a thing. llow different dirl
it become?

l"lrs. Robertson Different in this vrairr and I don't thinl;
it ever vrent back to the rvay it tras before. Everybody used
to clress up v'rhen their'd go covlntovrn or anyplace. You'd never
think of going dovrntonn without a suit, and a hatr anC
gloves, and all that.. Then during the vrar, everybody got
*ore casual and startecl v,'earinli slacks. You i*ouldnrt think
of - even ricling the bus golng to vrork r"rith slacksr You felt
l.,ind of f unny.

Q. i'ihat dicl you wear on
slacks on? \,/ere )iou able
rayons.

Ilay6ns. ( ruef ully )

yor-r didn't have
or clid you use

And they r,;oulcl

we couldn't Eet !@. l'le used
sornething k-'i-nc1 of like face

your legs ltrhen
to get nylons,

ltrs. Robertson
wrinkle.

to paint our legs.
mak,eup. . .

Side A of Tape 2

And then
They had

This is an interview vrith Eclith Robertson on February 12,
1985. The intervieu.er is Lorraine i'lcConaghy for the l'Suseum
of I{istory and Industry.

0. You v;ere telling Ine a st.ory that during the'rrarr Shirley
Jones came to visit in the shipyard. l{ould }'ou tell rne that
story again?

Irlrs. F,obertson lielt, it l+as during our noon hour and she
came selling }:onds. fn those rlays, \rr'e couldn't get nylons.
I"Je had these rd.1z6n hose tirat v.rould bre baggy anct vroulcl get
runs in therr.

And she vras beautift'.Ily dressed in a
bro\,rn gabardine suit, and her hair f ixed licely, AnC then we:

Iool<.ed at her stockings, r,rhich yor: coulcln't help but notice 'ancl they had runs in the;n. 'Ihose stockings vrould just ttrrst
around your legs, too.

Tt just spoiled the vrhole effect of her
outfit. But that's the lvay it was r"rith everyl:ody.

0. I rvonder vrhy she Cidn't rvear leg paint-

I{rs. llobertson t{elr, naybe thel' didn't have it yet' r
remember gel-ting it - it ivas like a liquirl roal-'eup that you,'r1
put on your face, but in clarker shades. l'laybe this t"ras
before that came out.

There r*oulc! be l-ines dolntown. Ycu'd
Eet in front of the Bon or Freclerickts and youtd see a line
maybe a vrhole block long! And you'd jr-rst get in the line.
It al\rays seemed to be my luck that I'd get alrnost up to the
vrinoovl lshere thel' had the nlzlons and thelr'd be all gone.
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A. Did you learn how to mend runs?

It''irs. Itobertson Yes, r.;e Cid.. I dontt J..nor,.r wl:at they
were called - t'heir lool<ed lil<.e a little crochet hooJt.
Sonevray you went back and forth with it anc nended the run.

Q. Did 1-he rayon stocl..ings ha-ve a seen up the back?

i{rs. Il.o}:ertsoir Yes, I thinl"" t}rey did. I thinl,: it v"'as
after the nar that the seamless cnes cane in.

0. So, did people then clrar'r the seafit vriren theS' t/ore leg
pa int- ?

i,trs. I{obertson i{o, r,re ciidntt C,o that. ( laughi.g )
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