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Side A

This is an j-ntervievr vrith Torno Shoji on April 10, 1985. The
intervievrer is Lorraine itcConaghy for Lhe r\.'iuseum of Iiistory
and Industry.

Q. You yourself are a l'lisei, but one of the older l.lisei?

I,'irs. Shoj i Yes.

Q. l'ihen did your parents come to Arrerica?

l{rs. Shoji l'{y f ather carne in 1903.

Q. Ilhy did he come?

l,irs. Shoji l,iell, he had just gracluated high school, and he
tcranted to study in America, but after coni-ng here, he had to
rnake a living, and he couldn't rnake enough io go to school.
And so he never did...

0. itas he interest.ed in engineering or ...?
i.{rs. Shoji }Ie ruas interested in politics. T dontt l.,noi'z
r+hy he cane here to study tirat, but I remember as a cirild
that he was very interested in that. I{e vras a Republican.

0. And your rnother, hovr clid she corne?

llrs. Shoji She came as a picture bride.

0. i'Ihat does that nean?

i.trs. Shoji That neans that, in her case, the family of rny
father felt that he vras old enough, and that he should get
married.

A. Even though they !,/ere in Japan, and he r,ras here, they
\inere still able to coni:rol his choices?

l{rs. Shoji Ohr y€s! Because there were no Japanese lromen
here. So he vrote to them, and said it lras okay. They had
him send i:is picture hone, and then they got. her pict.ure and
sent it to hiin. So evidently they okayed it, because that
trade as roade.

i'ly nother was a Red Cross nurse during the
Japanese-Russian v,'ar, and vrhen the r,rar vras over, she went
into rnidr"rife training. Si.le said that to be a nurse tias to be
under a doctor, and she vranted to be indepenclent. She had
just passed her exam, and she was lool.,ing forrvard to being a
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midr,rife, and her brother and sister, vrho had raised her,
insisted tha.t she get rnarried.

They had been telling her to corne home so that
they could arrange a rnarriage, but she didnrt. .Finally, they
saiC they had sonebody f or her, and they r.rrote to her but she
didn't answer. I'tany letters r.rent to the city where she l'ras,
and finally her brother came into totrn to teII her that her
name had been registered in irer future husband's family. So
she had no choice but to Eo hone, rna)<e arrangementsr and cone
to America.

First, she v.ras upset, but then she decided that
r.;ith so many women going, there v.rould be many children born.
And she reconciled to the fact, and she came.

0. And they vfere married here in Seattle'?

I"trs. Shoj i Yes. I''ly iather r,;as a f oreman in a Japanese
lur.rber company - I rnean that he vras under a Caucasian o\'/ner.
So then my rnother, not havinE any e><perience in cooking or
anything doraestic - at fifteen she had left horne to go into
nursing training she had to cook for over sixty rflen.

l{e used to ask her, "I{ovl were you able to coo}<.
for thern?'l

!1e11, people taught her hor* Lo cooh the rice
so much vater, anci so on. It r,ras in the mess halI. ?he men
l"/oul-d get the food, sit dolvn, and eat; r,rhen they got through,
they rsould throv.' the garbage a\{ay and put the dishes in the
sinl<. She just watched, and r,"rhen she noticed that tire
garbage can was filling u;t, she l:new there was sornething
\'/rong vrith her cool<ing.

a. It souncls lilte a logginq; canrr...

l,lrs. Shoji I,ieII, rlor j-t v;as a salynrill carnp, where the
lurnber vras rnade.

e. !'lhere vras ir?
In Ohop, I'trashington.iuirs. Shoj i

A. Gosh,

Firs. Sihoj i

it must have been the rniodle of novrhere.

I know.
She had tr+o rniscarriages, and then she cane

into Seattle, ancl I was born here in Seattle. Across the
street frorn here, in the Ohio Hotel, at the corner of F1a1'ns;6
and Idel1er.

Then after I l.ras born and my younger sister was
bornr my roother didn't go back (to the sar.rnill canp vrith my
father) but stayecl in torvn. She had sornebody tak,e care of us
r.;hile she practicing midwifery.

She vrould go dovrn to Renton, anC you l',novr hcvr
bad the transportation r"ras in those c1ays, ancl she had no car.
In those days, a midr,rife would bring the baby into the vrorld.,
and then for a i,reek or sor she vrould go and bathe the baby.

0. \-Jhen she r,,.'ent dolrn to Rentonr vlas she rvorkrng in the
Japanese-American community there?
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l'Irs. Shoji I'Iell, Yesr out in the scattered farming
community.

A. Do\47n the itent valley?

l'Irs. Shoj i Yes r oD the outskirts.

0. I{hen did you graduate from high school?

l-Irs. Shoj i In 1932.

0. I{here did you giraduate frorn?

l,lrs. Shoji Vlell, Irm from the country, and I graduated
from Auburn. But for three years I went to Longviev'r liigh
School, in the lunber mil| town, and then mother and the
children cane to Auburn, and I finished school there'

0. I.lhen did you corfle up to Seattle?

I.lrs. Shoji After I graduated higir school. I cane j-n as a
domestic, and f got r,rarried in 1935.

0. trlhat vras the prewar Japanese-American community like here
in Seattle? I^lhere did people live and trhat did they do for a
livi-ng?

i\lrs. Shoji Just lil<e the Vietnamese and the Carni:odians do
no$/. They have a little store in front of the l:uildingr You
knovr? It's like that.

Those of us vlho remember say "rsn't it just
like the Japanese tovrn of years back?" You know that grocery
store on the corner of Jackson Street, that has the boxes in
front?

A. And does the farnity live right behind ii: or right over
it?
I,trs. Shoji Sorne did, but norv all can't. The housing rules
are strict now, not like r"ray back seventy years ago.

I'{any Iived }rehind. Eehind. dry-cleaning and
groceries and such. But not nor,l, because the l{ousinE
lAuthority] vrill no longer allovr that.

Q. tr'las the Japanese-American communj-ty here in $eattle a.bout
the same size it iuas nor,'r?

I.lrs. Shoji Oh, il's bigger noYlr and it's rvay ouL into the
Eastside. ltrs bigger in the South trnd, also.

O. l"lhere did kids fron this district go to high school?

I.1rs. Shoj i r\t Broadvray I Hiqh School ] .
l'iy husband r,'ras an alien - he cane to America

r"rhen he vras elghteen years old. Iie Aidnrt understand English
and so he vras sent to the school vrhere foreign students vrent.
It turned into a vocati-onal school later. llas it l4inor? I-ie
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vrent to school there, and nany ]'oung people trho cane earlyt
or some who were born here and their parents sent thern back
to Japan thinl<ing theyrll eventually go bacli there. Then
they got settlec'I, and those children came back lto Arnerica]
and they vrere called l(ibeis - born here, raised in Japan
Those people, and people like nry husband - people from Japan
- nent to school there.

Foreign classes, thatrs what they r'/ere called.
ESL - (English as a Second Language).

0. The liibei - were their parents particularly wealthy that
they could afford to send them back? llhy did they do that?

I''Irs. Shoji INo, the parents vreren't particularly lrealthy.l
Eventually, they thought that they would go back home.

A. AnC they e>rpected their children to stay Iin Japan]?

I4rs. Shoji Thef 'vi€r€ staying r"rith grandparents or an
auntie [in Japan). They v/erenrt r,realthy vrhen they sent theni
back. Sonetj-rnes it was so Lhe mother couldn r,rorli. They sent
them back and let their fanily take care of the children, and
they vrould sent them money for tal<ing care of the children.

But eventually, many parents didn't go bacli,
and t.hey called their children back ancl settled here.

Sone just vranted a Japanese education for their
chilCren.

A. uthy did your husband decide to cone to America?

i{rs. Shoj i liis f ather died in the Japanese-P.ussian tr'iar,
and his mother came to America to tal.,e care of her irusbandrs
]zounger brother l.rho had become iIl and lras an xpiscopal
priest here in Seattle. Then, he got r'reIl, and eventuali-y
they got married.

t.i1z husband vras very unhappy about it, lie
thought he could stay in Japan, and live vrith hi-s mother, but
she told him to come.

A. It r'ras his duty?

l,lrs. Shoji tiaybe. He \'{as her onll' son, and she lyanted him
to come. lle vras eighteen and he r.ras very rebellious after he
came.

A. The strength of the Japanese f,amily is nrentioned in
nearly every book I tve looked at concerning the Japanese here
in Arnerica. It sounds lj-ke the ties are much stronger than
in rnost European societies. . .

I'trs. Shoj i i{ell, European soc'i eties used to have strong
families bacl< in the old country. Isn't it after theyrve
come here that things have changed?

lVhen I hear about the lrish and the Gernans
the first generation - I can't see nuch difference from the
Japanese.

Li]<e for the funeral, they have a vralle service,
and then they have the funeral - just li]<,e Japanese!
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But I guess after they come to America, things
change. America is made by people rvho are not conservative.
They're rebellious people. They came here because they rvant
a nev/ life. Do you lcnor,r r+hat I mean?

So the people v.rho came from Japan came here
Iooking for riches anci adventures - theyrre the people that
cane. During r,rartine, many G.I. vlives !/ere Japanese - many
of these l.rives vrere not the quiet ano conservative girls, but
they lrere the risl:-takers and adventurers.

So I thin]< that America is made up of these
kind of people, and thatts why they get away from their
horne-country cu1t.ure. At least, that's what I think.

C. That ma]',es ne vronder l.rhat tl"le intellectual climate was
like here in the International District, l,rithin the
community. l'lere there a lot of Japanese-1-anguage nevispapers
anci periodicals?

lirs. Shoj i There r,!'as a nevlspap€r r and the community had a
culture of its or"y'n. Iiave you heard of llippon lian liall?
O,l."ay, that used to L:e the cultural center. It used to be if
they had a big prograrn, it would be there. ff sornebody great
came from Japan, he l;as a speak,er there. And they had a
l<endo - martial arts with banboo tournament there, too.
Judo tournament vras there. A dance program hras there.
trverything vras there.

fn fact, if yourd come to see the pictures that
they had at llipppon Kan liall - all the pictures of the early
days - you l,rould have seen hor'r this vlas a community in
itself . And |Ilppon I(an Hall played a very important part.
In fact, the famous I'iadame Butterfly came there. Remenber
her? liura Tarnaki. And another s.inger f forgot his nane.
l,iy husbancl r.ras very musical, and therers a picture of this
singer and the Japanese musical cornmunity talcen there and my
husband's picture v/as in there.

The community didn't useC to be alt spread out
like it is norv.

Q. Ano the newspaper - tras it a vreekly or a daily?

l"lrs. Shoji Oh, it was more than a neel.,ly. I think
a daily, but maybe it didn't appear on the weel<ends.

And that paper vrent out to the country,
sawmill towns, railroad sections viork,ers - that was a
lifeline.

it vras

too, to

O. I had ri'ondered rvhether there rvas any breach betrreen the
urban Japanese-Araericans ancl the ones who vrere farraing doivn
in the valley or out on Bainbridge, or r,rhether it really \ras
a cohesive vihole.

llrs. Shoj i I{elI, r,rhat Co you mean by a breach?

O. I'lell r you vrere certainly separated
those folks tend to come in here to the
shop?

by dist.ance. Did
t{ippon Kan, or to

Oh, yes. ThouEh like anyplace, people in tor.rnMrs. Shoj i
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thinl< theytre betteer than country people. Ilovr thatrs not
only Japanese! But there lras that.

Even novr they sdy, "People from Kent and Auburn
- r.ry gooclness! theytre just lil<e tovrn people!" ThatIs what
you hear.

If there r'ras a big doing, they r,rould all come
in.

I renember we srere livinE in Longview, and tve
used to come pj-ck berries in Kent, and r.rhen Fourth of July
car$e - nobody rvori<ed on fiourth of July. Ite a1l came into
tonn, to see the parade and to go to Chinatovrn or to Japanese
tovn and eat Japanese fooi in a restaurant. And if the boys
had a baseball tearn, there woulC be baseball games amonE the
Japanese, and they came to that.

So r^re vrere close, because tr'iashington
State-OreEon-California people r.rould cone together in the
UniteC States. If I am from I.lashington and you are fronr
i,lashington, vre vrould be close. It rvas organized that if
sornebody in l/ashington came, and I had a death in the familyt
all these people r.rould come and support me.

One of the very interesting things about the
Japanese v/ere their funerals. Do you knovr about Japanese
funerals?

Q. l.lo, please tel-1 rne.

I,Irs. Shoj i llhen therers a f uneral r you take monel/ to the
family of, the ceceased. If you llnov; them v:ellr you give a
lot; but if you Contt - r,.rel1, it's according Lo hovr much you
vrant to give. That htas very, very ir:iportant ]recause tirere
was no r.,relfare. A funeral was very expensive, so this
friends' support helped a lot,

llorv it. still goes on, but they don't need it
novr because the families now are nore affLuent. Funerals are
expensive - Irve tal<en out a mernorial, and thatrs what IrIl
have if I c-rij-e or if rny husband dies. So vre can take care ot
it, and don't need this thing of people brlnging money. But
the tradition is still holding.

Q. You nentioned en Spiscopal rainister. I^lhat percentage of
the Seattle Japanese-Arnerican coinmunity v/ere part of the
Christian tradition, and v;haL !/ere Shintor or Buddhist? !'lere
these very active?

!Irs. Siroji It was a way of getting together. There vras
trpiscopal, Presbyterian, Methodistr and Baptist; a.nd then
later on, came the fundanenta-lists. It vias, I thinkr the
Iloliness Churchl and it isn't there anymore.

Of course, Lhere|s the Buddhists. Therers two
l.,inds - the i.iichiren and the i{onganji - in tovzn, and therefs
nore now. Therets quite a fery.

ff they get together, and thatrs the big thing.
But the Christians altogetirer are big, too,

though divided up, theyrre not so big. Among Japanese, the
I.lethodists are the biggest, and the Presbies, ancl our church
is farther dorvn the llne.

0. i{as this true before the rvar? llas Christianity as big a

Shoj i page 6



deal before the r";ar as it is nor.l?

i"irs. Shoj i Oh, I think it was bigger. Novradaysr the youth
do not go to church lilce they used to. i?hen I're vrere growi-ng
upr lve all r,ient, rtrhether the parents were Buddhist or not.
I,le vrent to church. If you didntt go to Christian churchr you
went to Buddhist church.

Church played a more important part in our
lives. I think thatrs so not only for Japanese, but all
over. Is it not?

Q. Possibly. It isn't always easy to tel1...

l.{rs. Shoji I'lowr you can be a Christian and
church - thatrs vrhat theyrre saying. Tt cildn
that way. If you !{ere a Christian, you rvent
they sdyr you dontt have to go Lo cirurch.

If I bel-ieve in God, I can get

I'trs. Shoj i Yes. I didn't go
country. They had classes after
just have it on Saturday.

not go tott used to be
to church. Nol+,

together in a
srnall unorqanized group.

I clontt l'inov,' hor,r many IJapanese Christians]
there are, but the Suddhist church on i.lain has a very big
atLend.ance.

0, The Japanese traCitions of other sorts - viere they taught
in the Japanese languaqe schools?

because I \,ias out in the
public scirool. tdow, they

0. As r,re've r'loved up closer to Pearl l{arbor, I r*onder if tire
comrnunity sensed that scmethingi r"ras coming. There haC been
Japanese adventurism in the Pacific for some }'ears before
Pearl llarbor rvas attackecL...

\'iere you surprised by the attac]< on Pearl }iarbor? IiaC
you seen a collision course for the tvro nations?

I,irs. Shoji i,lell, in 1932, I v/as a senior in high school,
and at that tirne I felt that the United States vras squeezing
Japan too nuch in that small island. Eventuallyr sor.rething
had to pop, That r.ras vray bacl<.

You heard lots oi things at the time from
i."lashington, DC, but I thin].. \{e i,rere surprised at Pearl
IIarbor.

0. Ilovr did you hear about it? Do ycu remernber vrhat you were
doing?

1'1rs. Shoji I rvas living in Los Angeles. l'ly husbanclrs
asthma vras so bad that friends said rrre should come dor'rn to
Callfornia, so vre r,rent there.

I r'ras so upset. I said f r^rasn't going into
camp. There \iJas a curfevr - vre had to pull dov;n blacl-. bllnds
and tirey saicl we vrould irave to eventually go. I said, ttoh,
Irm not going. Itm an Araerican citizen. They cantt send
ne. t'

l'Iy husband., being an aIlen, had talked with his
friends, and they said that it vras safer to go (to Japan),
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because they didntt }'.novr r,rhat they outside Caucasians vrould
do. But I said, "The outsicle Caucasians can't do anything to
rne because I'rn an American citizen." t didnrt realize Lhat,
although l am an American citizen, ny color vrould not prove
to people I vras Arnerican-l:orn. If I had been rvhite, it vrould
hrave been dif f erent.

I said that I wasn't going (to Japan), and he
said that he would talce the children. f said that he
couldn't take the childrenl they vrere my chitdren, and he
said that they \'iere his, and we just - !

But as it turned out, everybody r''las going to
camp. They said, "You have to go." The orcler was if you
'vrere 1 /32 Japanese even if you had that much Japanese
bloodr you had to go. So, all right, I r'ras going to carnp.

I vrrote to ny relatives up north (in Seattle)
ancl said that I would have to go. I couldn't unCerstand i"rhy
r,re h'ere quietly going ryhen t/e r'/ere American citizens because
lof something] ny dad had said to me in r.ry younger days.

I'lhen we v,'ould go to the store r or go to the
PTA, I could see hovr the Caucasians r.ierentt nice to ny Dad
because he vras Japanese. IIe r,rould go to the PTA as father of
a pupil, and the teachers ignored hin. I'ie vrould get in line
to talk to the teacher, and iuhite people i,tould get in front
of usr and I nould push myself forrvard, anC my Dad r,rould i:uII
rne back. And l thought j-t vras his fault if my Dad vras
there, he sllould have stood his ground, but he didnrt. Ilerd
pull back and somebodl' t+ould- go in, and then sonebody else
vroulcl go in, so vJe Cidn't get to the teacher. lie said,
"!,'e t re going home. t'

I said, "IJo, I ivant you to neet my teacher."
The teacher had never said a nice thing about my father. She
vrould te1l other students, "Oh, your nother is pretty; your
father is nicer" but she had never said anything about rny
c1ad, except "Tomo, your father r'rrites very we11." iie vras a
good ruriter. IIe could vrrite and read English, but ire
couldnt t spea!'.',^relI.

'l'hatrs just how sorne of these 1:eople fronr
Southeast Asia are, and that's vrhv f rrn really inLerested in
teachrng ilnglish. T said, "Youtve got to learn. Dontt go
only for reading and rvriting - you've got to talh! Yourve
got to tal}(!" Ancl I just real11' ernphasize conversation.

So, I r.ranteqt him to see the teacher, and he
said, "lJor" and start.ed dragging me, ancl T remeral:er that. I
said louoly, "Teacher, this is my father!'r Ano everything r.ras
quiet. And teacher loo}<ed up, and ny Dad said, "Thanli you
for teaching my daughter, I am Torno's father." And then we
wall',ed out.

For all the other l<ids, it r,vas t'Your nother is
prettyrt'or "Your dad is nicer" and the only thing teacher
had saict to me was, ttYour father vrrites very we1l.t' I v,ranted
her to meet my dad. Going home, I was crying, and I
saidrt'fiol,r' corne they did t[at?tt

And he said, ttBecause T dontt have Anerj-can
citizenshipr" and I didn't knovr r..rhat he r+as tali',ing about.

i{e said, t'You lvon't be treated that vray because
you are an .lmerican citizen ani you are egual.tt

That stucl.. to me. "You are a citizen." And
ever since Lhen, I've been a civil rights person.
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If f was playing vzith sor:te ]<idsr the kids !/ere
alivays nice, but it r"ras the parents lwho vrerentt]. They
r"rouldn't treat rne the same, if there \,Jere four or five kids
playing, the Caucasian kids vrould al1 get the same candy, and
vrhen she cane to rne, it would be another candy or a smal-1er
candy. A smaller cancly I diclntL mind. I would sdyr "Thank
your" and the other kios r.;ould sdyr "But your's is smaller,
Tomolr' and they would give ne a piece of theirrs.

tsut one day, this mother came out r.rith a
oifferent candy. I looi:ed at it, and I r"ras the last that she
gave to. I vrent there to play with those Caucasian l<ids
h:ecause our parents werenrt naking a good living, and vre
didn't have the elaborate furniture aad toys like these kids
had.

This one family had a piano! A player piano!
If you did this (i,irs. Siroji punps vrj-th her feet) r you got
rnusic out of it! And we could play with it.

And they had toys like a cloll r.rith a craCle.
lle had do11s, but we just put them in a bo:<. Oh, they had so
rnany nice toys.

At first r,,rhen I would go, my mother rvould ask
"What happened?" and I '",rould answer, "This girl did this or
that mother did thatr" and she would say "Don't go anymore."

I wanted to gor so after that, I didn't say
anything. llhen rny nother asl',ed, ttilovr l.ias everytiring?", I
l.,rould sayr "ol..ay.tt If I told irer l.rhat happenecl, she r.rould
have just said, "Don't go."

I dicln't have any f riends to play with because
I rvas oldesi- anong the Japanese. i"trith tirem, f rcl be playing
vrith i;ids; over there, I'd be playing with l3eers. And they
vrould be nice vrith rne but the nothers ! !

I rernernber this nother gave me a stick of candy
(that v;as different), and I didn't r.rant it, but I had to be
nlce. So I saicl, rrl.tro, thanl< you.tr And from then on, it vlas
"No, thanl< your" because she alirays qave riie a different
candy. uov here is the equality it it had been the same
candy, even snaller, I would have tallen it, but she brought a
different candy... That candy malz have been better, I dontt
l;nor.'l - I never diC try it. llut i:ecause of tire fact that it
was different fron the cther l<ics, I said, "i'Io, thank, you.rr

Do you knor,r that 50 years after that, v;hen I
r,ras r.,"orking in t]'re office at Dlocesan llouse, I had been
worl<inE there onl1z tirree or f our days, and vras f eeling verlr
insecure. This one lady brought cook,ies, and passed them
around, and I said, "l{o, thanJ< your" rvithout even looking at
it. I just passed it along.

I happened to lool< at it, and it was sornething
I l-il',e. I,iirat rnade me pass it up? For tr,ro or tirree vleei<s, I
couldn't sleep, and I liept thinking al:out it. Finally, in
the third r'/eel',, it came to ne that l-ady at vrork looked a
Iittle l1ke that. lac1y that treated nie so bad. I was just in
the habit of, saying, "1.1c, thank your" and I just said it
autonati-ca11tu';o 

f r.rent to rr,or]<, and so e:<cited to f ind this
revelation! I said "Last night, f figureo out vrhy f really
turned the cool.,ie dor+n, and listen to thislr'
Side El
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l''irs. Shoj i ...and they really didnrt get it.
of disappointed and I said, "ol-,r you peopler you
understand. it. Yourve never been discriminateC
And I just vralked array.

Sixly years aftervrard! I realized
important that ive treat everybody the same, even
kids.

I r,ras ]rind
wouldn I t

against. tt

that it's so
the little

0. In that sense, r'rhen you
you internecl?

Il1rs. Shoj i ilanzanar.

r.;ere interned - i,rel-l, where rnere

Q. So you did not cone back up here and join your parents?

l.'lrs. Shoj i lio.

Q. Did you consiCer d.oinE that?

llrs. Shoj i I suppose I could have, but looh, how much work
it would have been to pack all that and come up here.

i.ty sister r,las doi,,rn there vrorking for a doctor,
and he r^ras part of the first volunteer group that had to go
to look after the internees. So I wenL as part of my
sj-ster's family, to l{anzanar. That vras the f irst camp that
\.ras opened.

A. DiC you
safetyr or

I.irs. Shoj i I felt I vras a prisoner. I'lhen people said it
\.ras for our safety, I didn't believe that. For one thing,
the sentries r';erentt looking out ihat vray, they r.rere looking
at us. Ti:e Eun \,ias aineil at us. Those young soldiers - they
viere scared of us. You cantt blame thern. I think they !.rere
really scared of us. 1111 these ,Japanese - if they !/ere to
have a rj-ot... These your:g soldiers - I can just imaEi-ne ho',r
scared they must have been.

t'{y older claughter, }iancy, said three or f our
years ago thaL once tlrey vrent out to r,yhere they had a garden
there t'rith vegetahles, anC their teacher toolc then out there.
They got to tall;. to the soldiers - "i.Iorn, tirey rrere nice." I'le
oidntt linorv that because r,.re didn't go close up. I guess thelr
were nice - they didn't l<nor+ i.rhat they v/ere there f or. 'Ihey
were there to see v;e didntt get out of line, f Euess.rlut they can't say they did it for our safety,
because if that r.ias the case, r,rhen vre got put into those
camps I vrhy did they have sol(liers at f our corners aining at
us instead of out? There r'ras nothing they could shoot at
outside - r^/e ir'er€ put vray out in the stichs. llobody rvould
come that vray.

Q. You had been in L.A.? lihat was the atmosphere lil.,e ar:long
the r,rhite people? IIas it hysterical? i'iere they angry? liere
they abusive? Did you ever e:<perience any abusive t.reatment?

i,Irs. Shoji lto, trre lived in a inarl',eL area and it v;as all

feel that you r?ere being interned for your olrn
did you feel like a i:risoner from tkre start?
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Japanese.
Butr lik.e llainbridge here, when they \,Iere

leaving, the Caucasians came and i.ranted to buy things cheap.
I,,le have this story in the play I'm in that I t"as telling you
about. The nother says she '.,rants some r$oney [for her
disheslr and she asked i;200.00, and the lshite nan offered
only t)17.00, so she too}., each Cish of her good Japanese sett
and just broke them one }:y orle, so this Caucasian man sayst
"Dontt do that! Thatrs too precious!" But she just brol..e
thern and.croke ther,r tc the last cup and saucer. 'Ihat shor"ts
hovr anEry she was and hol.r the Caucasians tried to take
advantage and to buy things cheap, and I thlnk. my brother had
bought a new car, and he haC to sell so cheap.

Q. iiere you able to care for your own property?

i'Irs. Shoj i I vras tahing care of a hotel r so rve didn't have
Loo rnucir furniture, but lvhat vre had, the giovernment sent
bo><es ttrat vre could pack it in and store if in a governrnent
r,/arehouse. I didn't hear of that up herer sc rnaybe they
didntt irave storage.

I renember I had some dishes, and a paddle that
you dish out rice l;ith - a shamoj i - l';ith soine Palnolive
soap. I guess at the last ninute I had throvrn in sorne
Palmolive soap. Iiell, \,re couldntt use any of those tirings
there was Palmol-ive smell aIl over in those r"rooden spoons.

It vias stored in a governnenl place.

8. AnC j-t vras returned t.o you?

t'trs. shoji Yes. BuL if people trusted their friends, it
vlasntt there r+iren thel' got back.

O. Before going to the relocation center, did the community
have to hancl in caineras and radios?

i'Irs. Shoji Yes. I didn't give it to t.he government, but
to a friend of my sisterrs, and r"re dicnrt get any of it back.
They j ust. !./erentL around.

G. And you could take vrith you just l'rhat you could carry?

I,irs. Shoji Yes. Very litt.Ie. Later oor some people who
hacl inoney had their f riends send them sone things.

tsut r.re had a crate bo:r f or a chair, anC the bed.
vras stuffed strav; in a canvas bag. As soon as vle r.rent theret
they gave us a canvas bag and, r','e had to stuff it. That tras
our bed, and socln ti:e mattress tla$ this high - ycu linor'r hor+
strarv is. (l'Irs. Shoji shows a thinr pressed-dor+n mattress)

And r"re hao a cot.

A. i{ovr was it fcr privacy?

Ilrs. Shoji There v/as none. It was a long barrack divided
in half r,rith vrood. lie r'/ere staying r"rith a mlCdle aged
couple, and we had an Arrny blanltet...

0. As a riall?
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i'lrs. Shoj i Yes . There vras no ;crivaci'.

0. I'ihere is i'ianzanar?

iirs. Shoji In the lrir1.:erial Valley. It was lovely - the
rnountain range l.rith snov/ on top. 'Ihe only thing is there
rvere dust storins. fn the morning, vthen yourd get up, iahere
your heacl had been t+as iuhite, and the rest r,ras all dustlz.

Q. Cornpared lyith IiinnidoP,a, r.rasntt there an increasing
Japanization at. lianzanar? i,Ierentt there segregat.ed prisoners
there?

iirs. Shoj i Thatrs Tule Lal<e, i.rhere many of those r'rho
r,ranted to go to Japan vrent. Ilanzanar r/,'as rnostly California
people, and the ilainbridge IIsland] people r,rent there. They
!',i€r€ the first ones to go, and llinnid.ol<a and Puyallup werentt
ready to be inhabited.

lrianzanar r',ias an asseinbly center, turned into a
relocation center. Othe::s r*ent to an assernbly center, and
then to a relocation center.

Q. I'Jere your chilC-ren in school in l.ianzanar?

I,'irs. Shoji They !/ere preschool age and in f irst grade.
They had. schools there, though.

a. You had mentioned your daughter going out vrith her
teacher. - .

lrlrs. Shoji Yes, sire must have been in f irst Erade. Ily boy
\,rasntt born - he vras born in i{anzanar in 1943. l'/hen he rgas
going to school-, he r'rouldn t t adr,rit that he r,ras born there
he r,vould r.rrite dor"'n, ttl,os Angeles."

One teacher called my attention to it, and
asked ne vrhy. I aslteC hirn, and he r.ras young then - I thinl<
ire was in junior high school - and he sald, "They had no
business putting us in there."

I didn I t thinl.i he linevr that much he was only
t'*o years old vrhen lre cane out of camp.

0. Did your husband consider repatriation - going back to
,Japan?

l,,Irs. Shoji Yes, \.Ie had a big fight. To ne, I r,ras so
divideo. f clidnrt want to go in to carip, f r,.,ras guarreling
lrith my husl:and, and he said he vrould ta]<e the chj-Idren. It.
was guite a trauna for ne. Then after vre got in there, he
rvanted to go to Japan, and this r'las really something.

FIe said that he had the right to take his
children, anC I said that they lror€ my children.

Sorneho'..r, though - I never did ask hirn nh1'
r,,rhen it came tiine to go, he didntt go.

go
Going to t'lanzanar, he vron out because f had to

to l,lanzanar. I didnrt want to go, but I hacl to go.
13ut going to Japan, I said "lJor" and that's how

stood. And he clidntt go. But v/e never talked about it.it
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Hers never tal}:ea about r.rhy - l:ecause it rvas really terrible.

Q. Bottr of your loyalties must have been so iliviclecl and
confused.

l{rs. Shoj i tlhy r^rould I go to Japan? I had never been
there. tiy parents r.,tere frora there and I had relatives there,
but r,,'hy l.rould I go? I r"ras an Anerlcan citizen.

IIe said, "il.hey did this to you no\?. 'l?hat do
you thin].. the)'r II do to you later?"

I said, "tr don't care. I trfl an American citizen.
They canrt do too rauch agai-nst rfle."

I didnrt expect then to do anything bad, but he
thought I tvould be in bad troubler so he r.ranted ne to go.
Anc-l then it was the children - ire wantecl to tahe "his"
children, and I said they were my children.

One thing that I said that I really shouldnrt
have saicl vras tire stravi that brol.-e the camelrs iraci< - I saicl,
"[.'that nrakes you think they're your children?"

I still renenber his face. lle r'ras so upset
t.l:at tr 'v,'ould even say such a thinl< even though he j.,ne\.r they
lzere his children.

ile felt that I vould l:e better ofi if T l"rent to
Japan.

A. riis friends, v;ho ,j.id go, i','het r,,.;or€ tireir notives?

l:rs. Shoji liell, one 'lroman hac, l.:een rai-seC in Japan. $he
vias one o'i tne l'.il:ei tirat was jrorn here, and she l*oulcl f eel
at irone there, her chiliihoocl" hor'le.

:-?ut later, I hearc]. that -r"rhen these people r.'Ient
to Japan, that Japan haci been ai:.,,'i,ir in ilancl:uria anclL r:lany
resources i:aC l"reen usccl up. ft i'.'as ::eal1y a irard tine.

A. I'n not sure that tire naiive Japanese r,rould trave trusted
the l.i}:ei.

i.,irs . Siro j i ?hcy oiiin' t v"'ant thern. They c-1iiin' t r"rant
an]'thing to rlo wit.h then. They !.?ere havi-ng a t.ime Eetting
enouEh food for their ov;n farnilies so tirey couldn't take care
of these people from Anerica.

I heard that these people r.rho went to Japan
realllz hacl a hard time, really had a hard t.ime.

And sorne did come bacl.,r you hnori'. Ouite a fevl
came back.

0. They did corne back?

lirs. Shoj i Yes.

Q. Did you ever consider raoving out of the coastal strip?

i,lrs. Shoji That cost money, To nove the whole family out?
After I got 1n canp, I t"rante<l to go easl, but

my husband vouldn't. So r,re staizsfl in car.rp, and rrent to
$pol<ane, r.rhere he felt more familiar. I v:anted to go a'v\ray.
I thougtrt this vlas a chance to go ar.ray East. But vre Cidnrt
go. Ilrishlhad.
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0. Do you mean to l.iinnesota?

i'irs. Shoji ido, further east. iriinnesotats so cold - I
don'i thinh rr<1 want to go there.

A. Iiow ciiC you spend }'our tine at l'ianzanar? You had this
little tiny baby, and before that you were pregnantr so naybe
you had your hands fu,l-L - but r'rhat rvas there to do?

i.,irs. Snoji liell, some l.iorked in the mess hall as a
vlaitress, ani sorte cookecl. liy husband r'las a cool< for a r,rhile
ancl he vras irlocl< leader at one time. I.Ie r'rorlied in the
hospltal. llut f had l<ids, and I jusi Cia ihat. f diCnrt ga
to classes, either.

I thinl-, I r,ras angry !

Q. It sound liire you coulci express your angter...

i,:,rs. Shoj i At my husband !

0. You nust have l:een angry at the nation, too.

l.lrs. Shoji l3ut nobooy rvould join me in saying that.

Q. They seen like a very placicl people, very accepting of
all this.
I{rs. Shoj i Yes, and rvhat really got i;e r+as t.he
conscientious objectors. The Japanese connunity felt they
r,Iere - Yuccir! And io me, I said., "GooC for therrtlr' They
dicln't say they vioulCn't go - they j ust said they wouldn't
take arms - and whatts lvrong l.iith that.

rf r r+as a man, I r'rouldntt irave vranted to talce
up arins, and I rvoulC have been a conscientious objector.

I canrt see anything v/rong r',rith it, but in
those days it l'ras \'{rong to thin}< thai. f f the government
tells you to take arns, youtre supposecl to tai<e arrns.

Even after \.re came back, the Japanese community
ostracj-sed the conscientious objectors. It was terrible.

Q. 'Ihe conscientious objectors youtre tal]<ing al:out were
Japanese-Arnerican boys ?

i'irs. Siroj i Yes, yes.

A. Irm surpriseC that' the response \ras that strong, ancl t.hat
negative.

:.1rs. Shoj i fn spite of what the governrilent did, f guess
they tlere really 1o1'41 to the governnent.

I knot'r that. the 442nd ):oys volunteered. because
they wanted to get out of canp ancl they vrantecl adventure.
sut nany said, t'Our parents vianted us togo.tt I canrt irnagine
parents salzipg, "Go and join the Army." I just can't irnaEine
it - youti send your son out ani you may never see hirn again,
and youtd be sent into a camp? ! I couldn I t. I lrouldn't.

So tiren these 442nC, boys came bacl', and said,
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"Uh-huh. The situation is better nor+ l:ecause \'ie
volunteered. "

Trd like to si]', "l3aloney!" although tl:is is
very unpopular to talll about. They tirinl; they volunteered so
that the government's attitucle, the r.rl:iie nan's attitude
tor'rard us is better. l donrt think so. l thini< the tiine had
corae norr j:hat thelz cantt treat us as they did ]:efore ti'ie war.
But many tirinll that the a,42n* boys ciici it.

l3ut then r'ihat happened to the 800 fellovrs that
hacl to die to save 200? That mai-,es me angry. Don't tel-I ne
that the iirmy or lrlar.'y reen didn't lcnon that i-t vrould tal<e 800
to save the 200, and that they !',rere willing to send the
Japanese 800 for the 2AA lives. Iihether it vras Japaneser or
the other v/ay around, I don't thinl< tr Irould have done it.

So these boys cone back. But is there any
salvation for the boys r,rho cied? 800 of, then died to save
200 - That vias ar*f ul.

8. ft vlas an a',.rlfuI !rar.

ilrs. Shoji Yes, I knovr.
lind, Lhen, the Japanese are so placid about

anti-nuclear things. Tod.ay they r,rilI not joiu these groups.
They lrill not lift a fi-nger. They will not join these people
r"r1:o are saying, t"[.Ie dontt rvant nuclear r'/ar.t'

Youtd thinh because rnost Japanese had relatives
or friends r'rho had gione iaith the Hiroshina bomb or t'lagasal<i
bornb. . .

I thought that we r.,'ould be the first ones to
s&y r t'okay, lre clon t t v.rant bombs . t'

0. ?here's just not an activist tradition in the Japanese
vray of being. Or there hasn't been. As you s&Yr the people
v.'ho carne to Arnerica are novers a:rd shalceres. Ilayl:e it will
chanqe.

l,lrs. Shoj i I',?e11, the novers ancl shal-"ers are gione no\'r.
They \,/ere movers anc shakers r,"rhen they cane, l:ut the
tradition anong Japanese is still to obey aut.horitl', to not
rocl', the boat. 'Ihatrs a tradition - thatrs the thing thelzrd
been taught in Japan. trthen the parents came here, thatrs
v;hat they taught us. I'iy mother used to sayr "Don't go out of
your viay to say vrhat you i,rant don t t rock the boat. "

r saic , "!ihy?'o
She said, "Secause youtre a \,/or:ian.tt Lnd that

useC to get rne just because I tJas a girl. Sherd s&Yr
"Youtre a girl so you don't say anything lille titat."

lJovr I salz to nir frj-ends that. r,/e've just got to
change sonrething. I d.onrt care nuch for this $20r00C that
redress is aslcing for, i:ut I want the history bool"s to
change. f donrt rvant this tc happen to any other ethnic
qroup. And I r.:ant soile noney to go soneplace because lnonel/
is the thing that tal]<s in this clay and age - if you get soine
noney from t.hem, ti:ey witl see that they donrt have to put
out that nuch money next tirne.

For that reason, I said, if they give us noneyt
t/e could havc a Japanese-Anerican center, where we could have
a flovrer arrangenent cJ-ass, a martial arts class, an<i t'le'C
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have a spealier fron Japan. I'Ior'; r+hen \"ie \,'&ot to neet leaders
from hTashington, rqe have to g'c into the outside community.
,,Ie need a- place where rre can say, ttol',ay, tr,re rvant to hear r.rhat
you have to sav.r!

A. Ird lil;e to asli yoll a couple nore questions about
lianzanar, to get bacl< into the forties again. After you \.lere
released from there, r,',rhere did you go

irirs. Shoji To Spokane.

Q. i'ihat \'/as your reception like there?

l'1rs. Shoji llell, r.re hacl to change our train in Portland,
and rye couldntt get a restaurant to feeC us.

Q. !'lere they very franl., about vrhy?

l,irs. Shoji Ohr y€s. "i'lo Japs hllovreil.i'
i'ly husbancl rvent f rom restaurant to restaura-nt,

and my Caugi:ier r'rrote a little storlz on that, about hovr she
savr my father who si:e thought was a big rnan undergo this liind
of treatment.

l:rnd then rve r.rent to Spoliane. And in Spokane,
we r'iere in a Japanese rfarning cominunity.

A. I'lhy did you decide to go to Spoliane ::ather t-]ran Seattle?

iirs. Shcji Spol<ane r.ras i',rhere rny husl:,and's friencl lived,
and they had a farm.

-C). iiad anlr vlorlcers been released Lo go out into the Inperial
Va1ley to r,'rork?

I,irs. Shoji l.lot into the Inperial Valley, but ny husbanC
nent to Idaho for sugar l:eet season, ancl then nent to Va1e,
Oregon for sugar beets.

Q. l,tas he so bored in carnp that he lranted to get' out and do
just about anything? illas the pay any good? He nust have
been a.way fror,r you for a vreek at a tine at least...
lirs. Shoji Ohr ]'es! But it r,ras income! rtlthough they fed
usr you needed a little bit nore. The clothing allotrnent was
$3.75 a rnonth, I think. You needeci more ITIoney, especialliz if
you had children. So that's r"rtry he v;ent, ancl that's lrhy rnost
of the fellows vrent. i{aybe }zoung people rtent f,or adventure,
but it lvas hard i'rork, cutting sugar beets.

0. I'ihat did you do ivhen you ivent to SpoP,ane?

ilrs. Shoji ?iorl<eo in a trucl< farn.

A. I'rn thiriy-eight, and I was not alive ciuring this tinc.
rrn going Lo asli you a cluestion that may sound silly to you
l+hen Cid it get easier to corne }:acl', to a city lil<e Seattle?
Did the prejudice against Jalranese-Anericans go anay very
quickly after the war, or d.1d. it linger?
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I,irs. Shoji I tras in Spokane fcr f ive yearsr. ancl in. t49 v'7e

car:e to 3eattle. I didn-'t sec nuch discrimination. I had a

little mom-and-pop Erocer:y Storer and ','te served the people in
our neighborhoocl.

(J. Ixirat tras }'our parentst experience?

i,lrs. Shoji They ttere in Tule Lal<e. And one of r,ry sisters
r",,eot to Lhe university in Chicago, and ny other sister ancl

brother \fent to Chicago. $ut I didn't. I had a fanily, so I
stayecl in I'ianzanar.

a. Dic your parents cone bacli to seattle after Tule La];.e?

luirs. Shoj i Yes.

a. Do 1r6s knor.r v;hether their property r";as taken care of
rfrif. they were gone, and rlhether your father t+as able to get
his job bracl<?

l,':rs. Shoji Yes, he got his job bacl<. FIe vrent into
janitorial work, and they rented a house ovrned by a Japanese'
And my mother stayed. home.

Q. Did they speak :InEIish at all?

i,lrs. Shoji As I saidr mY fat.her r'rrote and rea{' I{e could
understaid, but his pronunciation i'ras poor. I{e r+as a forenan
in the sawmill canp and he vras able to conimunicaLe lvith the
l:oss, rrith the owner of the nil1-

A. Did. t,hey get over tneir internnent experience or did it
er,ibitter then?

l,lrs. Shoj i l,ty f,athe::, rnay}e - ite i;oulcln t t say -much. Ei-'.t

rny nclthel woultl- say r t'You j ust cantt help it. IL I s past. "

Q. It seerils +-o rne that Issei r"rho'd been here as long as he
had hacl as nuch cause to be bitter as you r'rho \''Iere i:orn a

citizen. Iie had. given clecades of his life here in wori-.ing.

I,lrs. Shoj i They cton't thin]."
C.ecacies of life. TheY think of
i:ave been rnistreated". I(noninq
think he vras probabllz bitter.
Irm sure he nust have l:een.

.3ut n1' mother - I
just one of those things."

of ther:,selves as giving
themselves as ir'rrnigrants that

rny daa. I think' lik'e hin - I
But we never tallleo about it-

can iinaqlne her saf ing, " IL ' s

8. So you calTle bacJt to Seattle in ' 49. i{ovr had the
connunity changed since you left iL?

i.irs. Shoi i They r./ere closer togetiler.

el. Do you tliink- they l'rere driven closer t'ogeLher?

I.irs. $hoji Yes. One thing that ','ias goo,l - vrell, it nasn't
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,'goor1", but j-t r.rasntt a minus is that the vrar spreaci us
ollt. 6the4,rise, we r.rould be ghettoed, e>icept for people who
hacl tal"en the risk and qlone east'

Br-rt because of, the war, sone of the
universities ancl. colleges opened up to students and the::e was
an opportunity to Eo East for a job. Thatts vrhy so rflany ilest
Coasl IJapanese-American] people are in Chicago'
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