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0. How were you recruited to the SPARS?

Miss Simet I had determined that I wanted to join the
WAVES. tr{hen the recruiting officer came to Spokane, the SPAR
organization had just newly been set up and they vrere seeking
officersr so she suggested that I join the SPARS instead of
the WAVES. She gave certain reasons why it might be to my
advantaqe, as well as to the governmentrs, to join the SPARS.

O. What \^rere those reasons?

Fliss Simet They needed senior officers at the time,
and the inducement that she gave me v/as that I would
immediately be commissioned as a Lieutenant, Junior Grade,
which is one grade above the Ensign rank at which most
officers would enter.

Q. lJhat had you been doing? Where had you been living?
Miss Simet I had been living in Spokane and I was
teaching high school there.

0. When did you graduate from college?

Miss Simet Long ago - Must I tell? 1928.
( chuckllng )

0. Why did you rvant to enter the service? What were all
your motives? Can you untangle them?

l4iss Simet Some of my motives rrrere patriotic I
thought that I could do a job for the government. I, at that
particular time, was not feeling that I was accomplishing
enough in my teaching. And I suppose I hadr ds most women,
somewhat of a romantic idea that I was doing good.

Q. Explain that romance - what was the allure?

Miss Simet The allure was the uniform, the meeting of
new people, the travel to a different area, the making of new
friendship...

Q. Can I infer that you were restless in your "other lj-fe?"
Miss Simet I think you can.

a. What were the career opportunities for vromen in civilian
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Iife?

Mi-ss Simet
nursing. There were some opportunities in business, but not
a great many. As a matter of fact, I had been interviewed
for a job with an industrial firm, and at the time they
needed to fiII a position of some responsibilitv. Thepgrsonnel_offiggrl whon-I -knew, told me frankly'that, after
E.ne war, I wourd probabry be out of a job because it was at'mants company.tt

0. Did you feel any frustration as a young woman at that
time with this system? If you had wanted a career, your
career was so severery circumscribed. Did that disturb you
or did you accept it?
Iiliss simet r had not originalry wanted to go into
teaching when r started to college, but r wisely got a degreein education as well as business administraLion. when r
graduated from college, r immediately had the opportunity oftaking what they then called a "secretarial job" at a reading
bank in spokane at a sarary of $65.00 a month, whereas even
then with teachersr salarj-es being low, r was abre to earn asalary of $150.00 a month [by teaching].

Q. Wel1, that says i_t all, doesn't it.
Niss Simet It does indeed.

O. Is this a period of time when female teachers were
unmarried, and if a femare teacher clid marry, she was asked
to leave?

Ivliss Simet There was a clause in the teaching
contract that required a teacher to resign if she married
while teaching.

They vrere largely confined to teaching and

Is it anO. Just incidentally, what does SPAR stand for?
acronym?

Miss Simet No, it is not an acronym, but simplynautical term, thought to be suitable.
0- so, you enlisted. Did you have to teach out the school
year r ot did you just go in?

Miss Simet I finished the school year. Just
coincidentally, it happened at the same time. rf r had beencarled up sooner after the enlistments - r had to vraitawhile. r could have left my teaching position. r was freeto do that.

Q. Do you know vrhen you vrent in?

Miss Simet In June, 1943.

Q. V,Ihat kind of basic training did you experience?
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Miss Simet We went through a two months basic
training at the Coast Guard Academy in New London,
IConnecticut]. That involved many things - certain personnel
items, naval rules and regulations, identification of ships
and aircraft, and I can't remember some things. We vrere
taught so fast that the information went in our heads four
days a vreek, and came out in the examination on.the fifth
day. ( laughing)

0. But no boot camp type of physical training?

Miss Simet Not for officers, no.

a. lrihat were your reguirements for being considered for
entry as an officer?
l{iss Simet There were entrance examinations in
certain basj-cs, like English grammar and history and so on.
It was similar to a college entrance examination.

And we had to pass a physical examination.
They wanted women for officers who had

college degrees, but there was no specification as to what
the background should be.

O. Were there any age }imitations?

Miss Simet Twenty to forty-five, I believe it was at
the time.

Q. Marital status an issue?

tliss Simet No.
Q. How about race?

Miss Simet No.

Q. What vras the mandate of the Coast Guard during wartirne?
llhat did they do?

Miss Simet They carried on all their civilian
activities, which included lifesaving activities, rescue of
boats at sea, patrolling safety of the harbors and coast
all of those activities - and then in addition to thatr os a
part of the Navy, they had other, vrider patrol activities,
weather-reporting activities, and they even went with the
Navy and lularines to overseas ports where our soldiers and
sailors were landing to guard those ports, and participate in
actual combat that the Navy did.

0. Along the northwest coast herer were they (the Coast
Guard) involved in any surveillance or reconnaissance?

Miss Simet Yes.

0. Can you describe it?

Miss Simet I was aware of it, but I really don't know
how to describe it.
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0. I{ere they looking for Japanese subnarines?

I'iiss Sirnet Yes.

Q. If there had been a coastal landing t ot shelling of the
shore, v,rere there contingency plans that you would have been
involved in? If rue actually at vrar along the coastr hras
there socrething special that you !.iere to have done?

l.{j-ss Simet The job that I had part of the time rvas in
the duty office - the comnunications office - and vre acted as
a center of cornrnunication betr';een the various services, the
Coast Guard , the Arrny and the lJavy.

Q. So the l+ay the SPAP.S r,roulcl have fitted into coastal
defense nould have been quite pivotal?

lliss Simet Yes, in cornmunications especially.

0. Were there VIAVBS and I"IACS as rvell in this communications
office?
l4iss Simet b]o.

0. You had more than one set of personal responsibilities
could you describe the j obs that yor-r had with the SPARS over
the course of, time?

i'liss Simet The first job I had vias in recruiting, and
I rvas attacired to the Seattle office, vrhich is in Coast Guard
District 13. And I set up and oversaw the recruiting office
in Spokane, vihere lre established contact through the schools
and universitiesr like liashington State University or
I{ashlngton State Colleger ds it vras callecl then, and the
Universities of tlontana and ldaho, ancl other contacts in nty
district of eastern llashington, Idaho, and l:'{ontana to recruit
v/omen for the SPAP* service.

When that necessit]' lvas f illed' I vras
brought over here to the district office in Seattle. At that
time, I'o/as in the conmunicat-ions officer or the duty office.
As we sald, \.re did everything from soup to nuts. I"'le did
everything from check,ing in Coast Guardsmen vrho were
returning fron duties overseas, lii<e Alas]"a and so on, to
handling Navy comnunications tracking airplanes and boats.
As part of the civilian duties, Lf a fishing boat lras in
dlstress, it was our job, fron the inforrnation they sent in
to us over their wireless, to plot exactly r'rhere they vrere to
tell the rescue areas hovr to find then.

There r{ere so many duties attached to that
office, I can hardly describe vrhat they i'rere.

I^ihen that j ob l'las over with r rthen men l,;ere
coming back after the war, and even before they came bacl<t
they transf erred me to the SPAF. barracl"s, which rvas a hotel
existing here on l'linth and l"taCison, and that hotel irad been
requisitioned b]' the Coast Guard as quarters f,or the enlisted
SPARS and. a conrnanding officer in charge. so I had the
supervision of their housing, their feedingr their
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entertainment, and so forth.
I stayed there until all of them were out

of the service, and then assisted in the decommissioning
you know hovr when they take a ship out of servj-ce ' they
decommission it? - vrell, this was the same thing - v/e
decommissioned the SPAR "shipr" essentially. We turned it
back to its civilian owners.

0. In your
you seeing?

Miss Simet Well, vre were looking generally for young
women who had intelligence and stability and character, and
partially always, for women who had certain skills. Many'
many office people were needed in the servicer you know. But
in addition to that, vre needed women vrho were intelligent and
could be trained. They v/ere trained to do many thingsr even
work in Link training, which was basic traini-ng for avlators,
and they did things like packing parachutes' and a number of
physical things as well as office duties. So basically the
young women vre looked for were women of intelligence and
stability.

Q. What were the requirements for SPAR enlisted women?

Miss Simet High school qraduation, and they were
given certain basic entrance tests, also.

Q. In comrnanding the barracks, hovr r$any young women did you
have I keep saying, "young women," but I suppose they
needntt have been.

Miss Simet They were mostly young. Actually, I cantt
remember now whether 1 B or 20 was the basic agie.

Were they single?

Iliss Simet Most were single, but there were quite a
number that were married, too, and whose husbands $tere in the
service. And some of them lost their husbands while they
were in the service, too.

I can't remember exactly how many we had
in that barracks, but I think we had two or three hundred.

0. I donrt imagine there vras any provision for women with
children?

Miss Simet No, no. Not permitted.

0. Those two or three hundred women living in a barracks in
downtown Seattle inthe middle of war - there must be some
memories that you have of some of them. Could you telI me
some?

recruiting duties, what kind of young women vlere
Is it possible to generalize about them?

O.

Miss Simet I remember particularly
who joined the SPARS originally because her
in the Army Air Corps, and had been killed
accident. She felt that she vranted to give

one young woman
young husband vras

in a training
sometLring to the
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country, too. This was in the early days of the war.
Later, about two years after that

happened, she remarried. And she married an old friend, a
young man that she had known in school who r.ras an officer in
the submarine service. And he was lost.

lrle felt that was a great tragedy. She did
a splendid job in spite of that.

Some of the girls, of courser were
homesick. Some of the girls had love problems. They'd meet
a rnan, and hetd go off to war. But, in general, it vras not
too unlike oners ordinary life.

a. Was it a lot like running a dormitory in a college? Or
vras it different than that?

Ir{i-ss Simet They would have more freedorn than thatt
though of course there were certain hours they had to
observe, because of military service. But otherwise, they
would have rnore freedom than girls in a dormitory did at the
time I went to school, and less freedom than they have now.
They have all kind of freedom, now, I understand.

0. I don't know how to ask this very we}l, but I was curious
about the uniforms. Others have said - civilian l{omen - how
difficult it was to keep things clean without dry-cleaning
how did you cope with that?

Miss Simet This was a hotel, and I don't know whether
the laundry vras there beforer or whether the Coast Guard
established it but there were adequate laundry facilities in
the SPAR barracks for the young women to keep their blouses
washed and ironed. I suppose their suits, which \,/ere wool,
had to be sent out to be dry-cleaned.

Q. Were there very specific rules about the amount of makeup
one could wear?

Miss Simet There was a certain length of hair that we
could wear, and f donrt remember any specific regulations
about makeup - we expected them to look like all other
American women. To be modest. We had no length [regulation]
on the skirts, and we wore them according to the style' which
was pretty short in those days.

There was a regulation on the hair length

Q. About collar length?

I{iss Simet Yes. And then there was a regulation
issue on the kind of shoes vre could wear.

0. Oh, so they

lliss Simet
lace shoes or

were government issue?

No, we could wear any black medium heel
pumps.

a, How about earrings?
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Miss Simet No, no jewelry. Some of them who had
their hair long, sneaked little earrings, particularly tovrard
the end of the war. The girls vrere having their ears pierced
and pulling their hair forward, to show their independence.

O. Was it your job, as commanding officer, to sayr "You must
take those earrings out"?

lliss Simet Yes, it was my job to discipline then.

Q. How did you disciplj-ne them?

l4iss Simet The only way we had of disciplining Lhem
was of revoking some privileges they had. For instance, if
it was a serious of,fenser w€ might revoke a weekend pass, but
nothing drastic.
O. If a young woman v/ere to become pregnant, woul-d she be
asked to leave the service?

I'{iss Simet She had to leave, yes.

0. Did that happen?

Miss Simet It vras rare.

0. Did you ever see any incidence of homosexuality in your
barracks?

iuliss Simet Never. I remember there vras one case
where there was sorne suspicions, but whether it was unfounded
or hre were unable to pin it down, nothing was done.

I don't think it vras a problem.

Q. These girls were mostly clerks working in offices, like
the Iiaison communications office?
l'{iss Simet Yes.

Q. Packing parachutes - was that something that occured here
in Seattle?

Miss Simet No, that vrould be at an air station.

0. I had read that there were 13,000 SPARS during World War
II - do you have any idea, beside the 200 or 300 who vrere
stationed at your barracks - how many there were in Seattle?

I,{iss Simet I simply donrt remember, but there hrere
probably a hundred SPAR officers. (After some thought, t,liss
Simet considers this to have been an exaggeration. )

O. Within the barracks, vras there a racial mix among the
girls ?

Miss Simet They were all vrhite.

Q. lias there a segregation policy? Was there a barracks
somewhere else with black SPARS?
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l'{iss Simet Not that I know of .
within my experience.

It never came up,

Now I know they do have them

A. When you were recruiting in Spokane, no black women ever
applied? No Indian women, either?

Miss Simet No.

Q. What you say the social life was like for the girls in
the barracks?

Miss Simet It was quite varied. Of course, the SPARS
that were living in the barracks reet people through church,
through their enlisted women's c1ub, and they were invited to
go to dances like down at Fort Lewis or vrhen a big ship vras
in port. They provided their own amusementr just 1il<e
civilians.

Of course there was a shortage of men
there vrere more vromen around at the time. So some girls
lacked dates, and not all girls had dates all the time, but
there was a normal amount of dating and amusement.

In some ways, they provided for
themselves, and they had good times.

Q. Were you much involved in those good timesr or did you
have to remain somevrhat aloof from them?

l'liss Simet Aloof from their social Iife.

0. You yourselfr ds an officer, vrhere were you staying?

l{iss Simet I had an apartment.

a. You did not have a place in the barracksr or a place of
your own that was assigned to you by the Coast Guard?

l"iiss Simet No. AII of the SPAR officers were given
subsistence and quarters allowances. As a rnatter of factr ds
an officer, except when we r.iere on duty - and there was
alrvays am officer on duty, 24 hours a day - we were not
allowed to live in the barracks.

a. You and I both knovr Frances Owen, and she had SPAR
officers living in her home during the vrar. That vras an
enormously helpful thing, I'm sure. How diff icult vras it to
find housing? lly impression of Seattle is that it was just
crovrded as could be.

Iriiss Simet It vras very difficult, but sornehow we
always managed to find something. Originally, vrhen I first
came here, before I could find an apartment, I had relatives
in town and lived vrith my aunt and uncle.

Actually I didn't move into my apartment
until I became commanding officer of the SPAR barracks. You
see, that was a civilian ovinership, and through the
management and ownership of that buildingr they had other
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buildings in tovrn, and that's how I found my apartment.
Otherwise, I wouLdntt have had any.

Many of them bunched up, and lived
together. Do you remernber the Lowell Apartments? Quite a
fevr of them lived in the Lowe1l. And the hotel on Sixth and
Spring that used to be the Spring Apartment llotel, and I
think is novr the Kenned.y Hotel - vre called that SPAR Flarbor,
because so nany SPAR officers lived there.

And I think I told you last night that. a
group of them rented a big house on lvlercer trsland that
belonged to President Roosevelt's daughter (Anna Boettiger)
and we just lived in various places.

I don't remember that any of us had any
help, particularly, in finding places to Iive.

0. It surprises me that you didnrt. Tt just seems like you
r+ere cut loose to cope on your ovrn.

it{iss Simet I think that possib}y people who were
willing to rent rooms, and vrho r"lanted to rent rooms as a v/ay
of earni-ng income, listed places with the Coast Guard, and
some referrals were made that way. But for those vrho
preferred to live more i-ndependent, like in an apartrnent,
they did it on their ov/n.

O. Did the male Coast Guard officers live in this same way?
You could call it freedom r ot being cut Ioose...
i4iss Simet Yes, I think so.

0. Somehow it seems so unmilitary, to be scattered all over
the city. You'd think if there were a crisis, you'd all be
driving your cars f rorn lr'iercer Island and Capitol Hil1l

Now the Coast Guard just could have put an ad in the
paper, and hired a slew of administrative assistants and
secretaries. i{hy did they choose instead to put women in
uniform?

I,liss Simet i{ellr ro one has ever told rne that. But
havinE worked j-n business for many years - for I never vrent
back to teaching - and rvorking j-n Personnel, it occurs to me
that possibly it rvas a rneans of lool<ing for stability. T.a/hen

you enter the servicer yo! tal.,e an oath, and you are never
your orvn boss, until you are out of the service. You take
orders fron up above.

Thatts a possibility, but no one has ever
told me why they chose women.

O. I agree vrith you. Itrs a military labor draft, in
effect.
Miss Simet Yes.

Q. When you hrere a SPAR officer, did you ever feel that the
range of duties available was limited because of your sex?

rl4iss Simet lrm not sure that ever realIy occurred to
usr at the time, because there were certain jobs that vromen
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had no background training for, like the duties of people on
the shipsr or any kind of combat dutyr or manning lifeboats,
and that sort of thing.

I{e considered certain activities to be
menrs activities because they required the physical strength
and the background educaLion of a man. I think we felt that
anything women could do would be activities that could be
done within an office or a laboratory or a hospital or that
sort of setting, and we vreren't lirnited.

Q. Did you lcnow of any lromen becominE j-nvolvecl in
cryptoanalysis and codingr?

l'liss Simet There may have been I do not knor+ of
any?

A. I was curious about that. It seems like an occupation
almost better pursued on a ship than stuck on shore.

l'liss Simet Probably they rea11y vrere. In the
communications office, those conmunications officers vrere all
involved in that. I don't know whether they vrere involved in
breaking codes, but they v/ere involved in coding and decociing
messages. But they may not have been involved in the actual
breaking of coCes, r+hich is a highly skilled job - but thel'
could learn it.

0. Did you replace a male officer when you came to. vrork
here?

l,{i ss Simet Yes , I did .

0. And did he go onto sea duty?

l4iss Simet Yes. But I didnrt replace anybody in
recruiting duty - that vras different.

But I replaced a man in the duty office
and he vrent straight out to sea.

O. So you could see very directly rvhat your coming in had
done. What r"ras your reception from the male officers?

lliss Simet

Side B

It vras varied.

l,liss Simet Some of Lhe old-time Coast Guard male
officers resented having viomen come in - they didn't think
they were capable. And some of the younger men resenLed
vromen coming in because it meant that they ttrere released to
sea duty.

And many young men, Itm sure, had joined
the Coast Guard rather than other services because they they
felt they had a better chance of not fighting the war!

But I say "some of therart' not all.

0. So by somer you vrere met r./ith enthusiasm?
I think your remarks are very perceptive.
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was challenging and could do.

Q. The last position that you helC v,ras comrnandj-ng officer of
this barracks - did you enjoy this or not?

i'{iss Simet I enjoyed it and if there had been a
situation then vrhere there had been large groups of SPARS,
r,rho r+ere housed in barracks, anC I had that kind of a job, I
l.rould have enj oyed that.

0. !'Iould it be fair to say that you vievred joining the $PARS
as a lrar-related experience rather than as a part of your
vrorking career?

l{iss Simet Strictly as a rvar-related experience.

0. And yet your motives lrere mixed between patriotism and
bettering your situation.

This is something youtve answered in part already, but
r,vould you say you received specialized training in the SPAF.S
which you could not ever use again?

l,{iss Simet I had had no training at all for
recruiting, no training at all for the duty officer
operations, and no training for the SPAR barracks job, except
that I had had considerable personnel administration
background in my college education. i.{hile I was on that job,
I was sent for a brief personnel traininq course r.rhich was
administered at Purdue University, but rvas prirnarily for \{AC
officers. There were six SPAR officers j-n that group and I
v,las one of them.

tfe had outstanding teachers at that school
and I learned a great deal there, and profited from it. But
the rest of it was on-the-job training.

Q. As the war drevr to a close, how vras it made clear to you
that your services rdere no longer needed? I know that you
did not want to stay but there nust have been some who did.

., FIow was the fact that soon there would be a need for far
fewer SPARS brought home to you?

l{iss Simet I think vre just had a general notice that
this would be Eoing on and that the period of decommissioning
and of releasing people from the service r.rould be based upon
the local needs. As certain jobs were no longer needed,
those people vrould be released.

A. Is it equivalent to a lay-off or to being fired? Or
neither?

Itiss Simet It isn't equivalent to either of those.
It was simply that the military service v/as over.

Q. And you were let go vrith an honorable discharge and
certain benefits. As a woman, clid you receive those
benefits? The ones that Irm aware of are financial assitance
rvith educational g'oals?
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l,liss Simet Yes.

Q. And one that interested me, and I couldnrt tell vrhether
\'/onen had this opportunity, vras preferment in re-employnent
at the job you had held before you signed on. Did this apply
to vromen as vre1l as men? I knovr, &t Todd Shipyards, if a man
had held a job there before he was sent to the Coral Sea, he
was at the top of the list for getting back in. Did this
happen for vromen also?

l'liss Simet You knoiv, I'm not absolutely sure r.rhat the
business world did about that. It never occurred to me to
find out because at that tirne, I had been teaching school,
anC I was on leave of absence, so I could have gone back with
the same benefits as before, and my three years of service
would have been the same as three years of teaching. So I
rvould have been reinstated.

So that was true in the school system, but
vrhether it was just my local school system or everywhere, I
j ust don t t knorv.

Q. So this lrras not an issue that came up. You did not have
to advise your charges on this in the barracks?

l'.Iiss Simet ltro.

Q. Did thel' have personnel people r{ho handled these kind of
questions?

lliss Sirnet Yes, the personnel office handled that.

Q. And again, you may not knovl this, was there preferment in
civil service hiring?
l'{iss Simet Yes, there !./as. Ctur civil service
applicants vrere given the same preferment percentage that men
vrere in upping their grades on in the exam.

Q. Were there any other concrete benefits to service that
f've left out that you recall?
Miss Sinet If, for instance, I needed it financially,
I would have the same benefits at a veterans hospital that a
male veteran has.

I can be buried with an Arnerican flag
wrapped around the coffin! (laughing)

A. At Arlington? (laughing)

l.{iss Simet Yes !
And of course, if I had vranted to buy a

house I vrould have had the veteran's financial benefits, but
not necessarily the bank's preferment. They didn't allovr
vromen to buy lhomes], and they rlrouldntt extend mortgages to
vro:nen as freely as they do now.

0. Even lqith Unc1e Sam as co-signatory.
Your postr"rar career, did it surpass in excitement and
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Was your pay on a direct par vrith the male officer you
replaced?

ttiss Simet Yes, exactly.

0. You may not have noticed this, but if you did, vrhat vrould
you say \4/as the popular image in movies and books and comic
sLrips, of nomen in uniform? What was the popular
perspective on rromen in uniform during the l'rar?

l"liss Simet I don't reaIly know whether Irra capable of
answering that.

0. You mentioned romance - I{ere you treated viith respect by
the general public?

Miss Simet In general, we were treated vrith respect
by the general publc, but there vras quite a large minority of
people who did not treat vzornen in the service vrith respect.

A. What was their attitude?

I'liss Simet Some of them thought that vre were keeping
their men from staying in safe home jobs. Some of thern felt
that there lyas homosexuality, and that rvas vrhat drove v/onen
to do this sort of thing, Some of them thought that vromen
vrere in the service simply because they \^rere out to "get a
man." Some of them looked dovtn on !/omen i-n uniform in the
same vray that, dt times, the population has had a tendency to
Iook down on nen in the service.

But I don't think that that was so
widespread. In general, Ithink that worTlen in the service
were respected.

A. Did it ever
you knerv?

i'iiss Simet

Q. Did it ever occur to you that you vrere breaking barriers
for wornen, by working in uniforrn durin the war?

i4iss Simet Yes, I think it did. I know it did to me.
I knovr that after having had these three entirely different
l',inds of jobs doing things that I had had no training for,
and no inkling of hovr to handle, and a very short time to
learn, I felt that I could learn any job that I wanted to.
And I think that a 1ot of r'romen who did different things felt
the same !ray.

tr"ie really did break sone barriers.

Q. Was that acknowledged in training? tlhen you mentioned
the Coast Guard Academy, I forgot to ask you - vrere your
instructors women?

Miss Sirnet The instructors
they were the first women officers
as instructors. They replaced men.

become a problem of morale vrith vromen that

Not particularly.

of my class vrere wonen but
v.rho vrere entrusted to act

\'le r.lere their first
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victims. ( laughirg )

A. Did they address this question v,rith your class, to say
t'We are the fj-rstrt'and "You are the firstr" and this is
something very special?

l'{iss Simet Yes, I think so.

8. It must have made you very proud.

I:liss Simet It did.

Q. When you vrere here in Seattle, did you get to meet v/orflen
in the other services? I{as there much socialization with the
I^IAVES, f or j-nstance?

I,liss Simet ltrot very much. Each group was so large
that there was no need to mix with the other groups, and
there vras not rnuch opportunity.

0. I^lere you ar.rare of any particular successes or
dif f iculties that IIIASPS, and I,IAVES, and IiACS experienced?
tr{ere you interested in their experience as it paralleled.
their own? Did you see a commonness, in that you were all
vronen in uniform or were you preoccupied with your onn
problems?

l.{iss Simet Preoccupied vrith our own problems.

0. uhen you joined up, were you anticipating a career in the
mj-litary or were you not?

l4iss Simet ltro, not at all, and after the vrar was
over, and we \dere out of the service, vle had an opportunity
to stay in the reserves, if r,,le r*rished. And a ferv l.,romen did,
not very many, and then later on, a fer,.l of thern vrere called
back into active service, if they rvanted. But it v,'as a very,
very smalI nurnber.

Ilere in Seattle, I elected not to stay in
the reserves because the organization here didntt have
opportunities that we needed for keeping up our status in the
reserves through training. The lTavy did, because there r+as a
large Navy organization here.

I though that living here in Seattle, I
would have had to sacrifice my vacations every year for
seventeen years to go to a place liker sdV, San Francisco for
my Coast Guard duty. Because a certain amount of duty was
necessary every year you had to do a fev; weeks of active
duty, And it rlras not compatible r.rith my job. I just d.idn't
think it vras lrorthishile - if I had, it vrould have been
financiall beneficial, because I would be receiving a nice
Iittle pensioin right no!./.

A. rrihat would have changed your mind and made you vrant to
stay in?

I,iiss Simet The only thing that vrould have induced me
to stay rr'ould have been an attractive j ob - a j ob that I f e1t
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responsibility, matchror fall be1ow, your vrartime career?

l,{iss Simet I only had tvro jobs after the rvar, and one
of them was a strictly temporary job. As soon as I got out
of the service, and was a civilian, I v,rent to Japan for a
year ancl rvorl',ed for the army as a teacher. I taught the
occupation soldiers, not. children. f vras engaged in an Army
education progran.

Q. Uhat did you teach?

Itiiss Simet Typing and shorthand - very boring.
Then when I came back, I vrent to r^rorli as

personnel officer for an insurance conpany, and I stayed in
that job until I retired. And that vras a very challenging
job, a good job. I found it quite exciting.

A. Did your service record or your service experience help
you in your later life?
lliss Simet Yes, indeed. The personnel training I got
at Purclue certainly helped me and the experiences I had at
the SPAR lcarracl<s certainly helped, and my coniidence vras
enlarged. After the experience of learning three different
jobs and doing them all successfully - I'm sure because I got
promoted! - I felt that I could do anything successfully. It
did a great deal for my confidence.

0. tlhat rank did you have vrhen you left?

Fiiss Simet I vras a a lieutenant, senior grade.

Q. As a younger vroman, talking r*ith you it seems to me that
you opened doors for me and for others, is that the t'ray you
perceive your experience?

liiss Simet Yes, I believe so. I think it opened doors
for vlornen in government service and in the armed servj-ce, and
I think that itrs proved by history, by the worilen v.rho are in
the service now and are contributing their share.

a. I'ihat was your impression of Seattle?

Miss Simet I grevr up in eastern I'lashington, and
taught in Spokane but I had been in Seattle a number of
tirnes. I knew Seattle and I knevr people here in Seattle.

I dontt l<nornr rvhether this comes from my
own observation or the observation of another person I met
vrho came from the rniddle rvest, and she felt it vras a cold
city, and that people lrere not as friendly. Ilowever, I think
that one can't judge a city by how it behaves during a tj-rne
of rvar vrhen people were j-mmersed in the r,rar mentalityr war
thinking, uar rgorries, v/ar jobs.

In general, I think Seattle was as fair to
women in the service as anyplace in the United States and I
think that's proved by horv rnany of the SPARS remained in
Seattle after the vrar and settled here pernanently.

At least a fourth of the SPAR officers vrho
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had no connection in Seattle at all |emained here as
crvilians after the war. 'Ihat vras true for the rest of r'romen
Iin uniform], too.

0. Hovreverr you vtere not, you've told nre, welcorned vrith open
arms and a great deal of warmth.

t'liss Simet Some organizations were lrarmer than
others. There was a club for SPARS, but it carne in late in
the itrar, and I guess I vas so busy at the SPAR barracks that
I dion't have the chance to participate in it much.

I do remember one thi-ng. The i'l'ashington
Athletic CIub gave us women oificers privileqes for a very
nominal fee. That was one club that did that for us, rvhich I
thought lvas a fine gesture.

Q. I{as it literally an athletic club where you can play
racquetball and tennis and so on?

t{iss Simet Yes, they have those facilities, but it
r{as a place for us to entertain frj-ends and take them to
dinner and so on. It was important to have a place to
entertain our out of torvn friends and family.

A. ltras there an officers club?

l'liss Simet
Officers CIub.

Yes, vre had privileges at the Navy

At that time it r"ras on Pier 91 .

Q. llhat vras it like inside?

l.liss Simet Oh, very nice, very attractive. tr'Ie vrent
there a lot to clances anC dinners and things lots of
dances.

0. I"Jhen you livi-ng j-n your littte apartment' \'/ere you
cooking for yourself?

i'liss Sinet Yes.

Q. l'lith a ration book, like everybody else?

I4iss Simet Yes.

0. So your job occupieci you forty hours a week, or \tas it
more than Lhat?

I,'iiss Simet Twenty-four hours a day - you were
actually never really off duty. We \,rere subject to call at
any time. Of course, in a practical ivayr wo had eight hour
days like everybody eIse.

Q. i,{hat vlas your transportation?

Miss Simet Bus. E>lcept vrhen I was on night duty.
Then the Coast Guard provided limousine service.
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Q. The Japanese-Americans, af whom there had been a great
inany in Seattle, had been gone by the tirae you arrived here.
I'trere there any repercussions that you could see? Was there
any talk about that still t ot \.rere they simply absent?

Iliss Simet They were just absent.

0. By the time you entered the servj-ce, it seems to me from
reading the papers of the time that the absolute crisis and
einergency had passed, and that there r+as a certain degree of
optimism that the United States would ultimately win the war,
however long it might ta]',e.

Miss Simet It rvas about the middle of the viar. !'le
had been in the vrar about a year a.nd a half . we hadn't
passed that point in the Pacific.

A. i{hat is your perception of that time? i'lere you very
busy?

l4iss Simet Extremely busy. Just extremely busy. I
dontt really remember. !{e hrere so involved in our
activities. I didntt have, personal11z, the personal family
involvement that many people had because there v,'as no one in
my immediate family involved in the vtar.

I,iy closest connection the source that I
had for v/orry or grief - came not from farnily considerations,
lil:e it rvas for nost people, but thini<ing of the boys that
I'd taught in school r'rho r,vere being killed.

Q. Did you keep up correspondence with there?

l,liss Sinet Not rnuch - one or two. I }<ept up
correspondence with other people trho knerv then and who vlere
still living where they vrere because I vras in Seattle. l vras
writing to people in Spokane ancl luialla !ilalla, and it was
particularly the lialla I'Ia1la ones. I had only been in
Spokane a fev,r years, and the I"IalIa ?Jalla ones I knevr were the
age to be involved, more than the others.

Tn my ovrn generation, men in my o\^In agie
group, sone - but not as many - lnere involved in the actual
lcitling that the young G.I.rs vrere involved in. Theyr being
older, vrould }:e in the officer classr or would not be in the
army.

I l.ras past 35, and most men my age had
fami-lies, r,.rhich nould exempt t.hem fron this active servi-ce.
I just didn't have that personal involvement to the extent
that many of them did.

A. I should think you inust have seen a lot of grief in those
younger r^/omen.

!'{iss Simet Yes, indeed, li-ke the one I told you about
'rrho lost two husbands. And there \'Jere others who lost young
men that they had rnet in the service. I'iany ltere either in
the servj-ce because their husband had already been killed t ot
they had lost boyfriends, brothers...

IrII tell you about the Christmas of 1945.
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The vrar was over, and many of the women were anxious to get
out and go horre. They had to stay until their jobs were
eliminated, and Christmas came. !'Ihat to do to keep up their
morale and entertain them?

So rve had a litt1e room decoration contest
in the barracks there. During the vrar, it wasntt possible to
purchase much by v'lay of decorations because prior to that
time, all of our Christrnas decorations - the shiny ballsr the
tinsel - had cone from Japan. There just \.tasntt any
availal:Ie in r.rhat lve calaled the time stores then.

So lvhat could r.re ilo? l]e had a litt1e
contest in roon decoration for those girls. tle had some
prizes that vre got frorn our PX, the l{avy Ships Store, and lve
r+ent around r..rith caneras to photograph all the trees that the
girls had gone out in the country to get or bought. It vras
entertaining and interesting.

Anotirer thing r,re did was that l"iaEninrs put
on a style show for al-l- the girlsr enlisted and officersr to
show them vihat clothing was available and hovr styles had
changed, and vrhat they could buy, and suggestions for raaking
themselves all glamorous after the rdar.

Those v.'ere tlro particular events I
remember that were fun that vre dio to entertain the girls and
mal<e then feel part of it.

0. Did they thinl., of their uniforms as stylish and
aLtractive, or as dowdy and heavy?

l.'liss Simet The I,'IAVES and Lhe SPARS had the same
uniform, except for the insignia. And they \dere nicely
tailored, navy blue vrool suits, designecl by l,lainbocherr trith
vrhite blouses and a tie. I:.{ost of them felt nicely dressed; I
alnays felt vrell-dressed, except in my original suit. lihen
we r,.rent to the Coast Guard Academy, tailors came up from Nevr
York to take the rneasureraents for our suits and vre were
fittedr so they r.rould f it all nice.

I'{e11, it rvas so hot and humid in the
summer, and our training l+as so strenuous, ltith all this
marching that vre clid, that between the time they took the
measurements for our suits, and the time they delivered the
suits, they r+ere all tvro sizes too big. i,'le had lost so much
vreight !

"I'lhatts happening to these vrornen!", they
said, "They're not the same size they \dere beforehand!"

That l*as kind of arnusing.

Q. So you r.rere doing a lot of marching around.

I'liss Simet
think of that

Q. I"{as it to

lle dicl a 1ot of marching r y€s. I didn't
as exercise, though, it rvas just marching.

nusi-c?

tiiss Simet Oh, yes.

0. And did you have \romen training you in thisr oE did you
have a man?
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i.liss Simet \{orsen. They \.rere funbling around, because
they vrere new at it, too.

One of the first things I had to do here
in Seatt1e, r"rhen I got back, thougir I can't remember vrhat the
occasion r,las even - there i+as a big parade in tovrn, and I had
Lo leacl the parade with the SPAR barracks. I v;as terrifieC!
I knew that I rvould stumbler or misstepr or something of that
sort.

Q. So this I'ras in '43, this big parade?

l,liss Simet Yes, it vras in | 43 .

0. I^Jhat did you do with your suits, af tervrard?

i,liss Sir:et The best ones I had, rvhich were
tailor-made, I took the insignia off, and had the collar
changed a little bit, and vrore then as civilian suj-ts until I
left Japan. Then I sold them to a European r^/oman friend rrrho
was returning to Spain.

And my cheaper suits, that I didnrt
treasure so much and that were a little older, I sold to
people who hadn't been able to get good vrool things during
the vrar.

Q. i'iool- was scarce, vlasntt it, for civilians during the vrar?

l'liss Sinet Yes.
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