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This is an interview with l.tr. Maurice Carlson, on the Bth of
January, 1985. The intervier.rer is Lorraine ltlcConaghy for the
l''luseun of History and Industry.

a. Let me start by asl<ing you hovr did you hear about Pearl
Harbor? i,Ihat vtere you doing? I^lhat did it mean to your family?

FIr. Carlson i{e11, it made a big difference in our family
life nhen Pearl Harbor happened. At the time, I vras vrorking in
the Seattle Police Departrnent as a clerk in the Traffic
Division. I had started there in 1 938 urith the big salary of
$110.00 a month. lole started raising a family.

On Pearl Harbor day, v/e were out to my vrifers
f olks, and we had gone to church, and vre came baci< and r're l{ere
playing cards after dinner. \^le didnrt have the radio on al1
day, so v/e didn't know anything about Pearl Harbor. Her cousin,
vlho-was a neighbor, came over and said, "Isn't it terrible?"
That's vrhen we found out that Pear1 Harbor had been bombed.

!r,'e later found out that everybody in the Police
Department raras being called up to come to r'rork. They didnrt
reach me because I wasntt at home. Next day vrhen I went to
work, I was like the rest of them - I worked tvrelve hours shifts
wj-th no days of f f or the next seven weeks. Things \'lere real
hectic

Q. !.Ihat v/ere they expecting? I{hy did they want you to vrork
those long hours?

Nr. Carlson !'1e11, it was wartime status and an emergency.
Nobody ]<new what was going to happen next, if thel' l'tere going to
borab Seattle. No one knevr vrhat vras going to happen.

of course, they'd l:ad a National Defense cletail
and Civilian Defense offices and everything, because war r"tas
going to happen, or so most of us thought. we vrere getting
ready for it, but when it happened, no one v/as ready' it seemed.
In rny particular job, I had to vrork fron 7:00 at niEht until
7:00 in the morning. I didn't have very much to do because we
were in the old Public Safety Building on Yesler $lay, and it r"/as
all blacked out. AII I can remember is that they \,tere long
nights, and nobody knew what was happening. It vras sure nice to
get out in the morning into the fresh air after being closed up
with some of those cigarette and cigar smokers I vrorked trith.

0. Vtrere the tensions runnj-ng high among the officers? Hovr hard
was it to enforce the blackouts? tr',7ere people afraid, and
looking to the police for guidance and leadership?

I,1r. Carlson lrm sure they were. First thing the mayor Cid
vras declare an emergeney, and had them blackotit al1 the stores.
l'ford didn't get aroundr or they didnrt get all their lights
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turned off the first night, and there were mobs of people going
downtovrn and breaking out windorvs in stores to put the lights
out because they were supposed to be out. The police had their
hands fu1l.

There was a lot of military activity, and a lot
of nilitary in tovrn. And it built up from then on.

Q. When did that encampment that you described in Seattle
begin?

Mr. Carlson WelI, it was after the war had started. They
had a group of soloiers encarnped right on the Court i{ouse lawn,
south of the King County court house. l,lhen Ird get off duty at
7:00 in the morning, and vralk down to get the streetcar to go
horne, the soldiers vrere in their tents there and they htere
marching around. They hac anti-aircraft balloons up in the air,
and it was that way all over the city. They had anti-aircraft
balloons out by the Boeing P1ant and in different areas of the
city.

0. This encampment - i.ras it of Army people?

l1lr. Carlson Yes, regular Army.

Q. I.'rith tents? Did thelz ha.ve r,reapons?

l'1r. Carlson Yes.

Q. Anti-aircraft type \reapons?

I1r. Carlson Yes, they set up anti-aircraft guns in Seattle
at different places. I knorv the Army right dwalr came in and
closed off East l4arginal ialay delap by the Boeing PIanL - it 'rras
closed to all traffic. Itegular conmuters had to bypass that
area.

Q. Dicl the police have any responsibility for securiLy at any
of the war production plants? Shipyards? Or Boeing?

l'1r. Carlson Yes, vre had a National Defense detail r.rithin
the Police Department, and vre vrorked viith the security of plants
Iike Boeing and the shipyarcls, and of course vrith the nilitary
police and the shore patrol. There was a C:-vilian Defense
set-up and regular police officers nanned the air raid sirens at
the Civilian Defense headquarters in the old Armory Building. I
bel-ieve at that time it was on ttrestern Avenue, up by the Pike
Market.

Q. I,.lho had the responsibility and the right to enforce the
rules of Civil Defense? If someone persisted in leaving their
lights on at night, and didn't use their blackout curtains, vrho
would be responsible, and what was the nechanism for making them
comply?

Idr. Carlson l,'lell, I think the Civil Defense had air raid
wardens, and block wardens throughout the city to protect
everything. . .
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Q. But could you arrest ICivi1 Defense violators]?
i.{r. Carlson They could call the police if they needecl any
help. l'lost people were real cooperative. They never knew what
to expect next, and they complied. The radio vras going aII the
time, telling you vrhat to do.

Q. The Japanese-Arnericans - there rrrere lots of them here in
Seattle, a big community - vrhat was the job of the Police
Department vrith thern?

l{r. Carlson WeII, the Federal government, right after Pear}
Harbor, rounded up some aliens vrho they knew night be threat.s
and they \'Jere arrested. But the regular Japanese-Americans v/ere
required to bring their short-vrave radios and cameras and
surrender them to the local law enforcernent people. So the
Seattle Police Department had their hands full. They had a
deadlrne of Decenber 30 119411 for everybody to turn in, and
they vrere really swamped registering all their cameras and
equipment.

0. Hundreds and hundreds and hunclreds of such things, I would
guess? And they vrere stored for them?

l,ir. Carlson I knovr they registered them all and kept track
of them, but v;hatever happened to a1I of thern... Eventually, of
course, they started evacuating the peopl-e.

0. Did the police have any rol-e in the j-nternrnent. process? In
the evacuation process?

l.'lr, Carlson I'IeIl, just to stand by and do their job, like
in any emergency, but it was the Federal governn'lent tirat
conducted the whole thing.

0. In general, vrould you say that Seattle hecame rflore lar"rless
during Vlorld trlar II than it had been r,rhen you first carne to
work?

1,1r. Carlson l,lo, I don't bel'ieve so. tihat happened lvas that
by the eity charter, they \r'ere supposed to have 571 police
officers. 'Ihey were down about 50, and they didntt hire them
because they clidnrt have the money to hire them. They vrould
just put off holding the examination until they got do.lrn to 50
under charrter strength, and finally, in Decernber, 1940, they
closed an examination. fn registration, they had over 800
cand.idates for police officer file. By April -1, 1941, they
hired 50 and brought up the police department to the charter
strength. They did hire 25 provisional police officers in
December of 1940 because they were so 1ov.r on manpower that they
couldnrt wait for the exam.

But after they hired 50 and brought the
department up to charter streng'th in April of 1941, then they
started losing them to the military. They enllsted. Then'
after Pearl Harbor happened, j-mmedi-ately they hired 50 new
police officers the next day off the civil service eligible
Iist. Then a lot of men \"Jere going into the service, and they
were coming and going - pretty soon they ran out of candidates
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for the police department. trventually, they had to hire
provisional police off icers r,rho didn't have regular civil
service sta.nding to keep the department strength up. They had
an auxiliary police force that backed up the local police.

0. So you would say that the police force vras kept at strength
to rneet there must have been, vrith the increasing population
and so nnany young single rnen in Seattler some increase in
certain kinds of crime - but you vrould say that t.he police
department coped with that with this increase in manpower that
they had?

lr{r. Carlson I believe they did. I've alrnrays heard that
there vras less crirne in harcl times than in good times. Therer s
more merriment and partyings and goings on in good times. A lot
of people just stay home when theytre poor, but when they have
money, they carouse around.

O. How would you describe Seattle during the vrarr compared to
other cities, like Los Angeles, or Vancouverr or Portland? l?hat
vras its character?

Mr. Carlson WeI1, of course, wetre a seaport tovrn, and also
the Boeing plant and the shipyards are here. Some of the other
cities don't have extensive Iindustry] like that. It's
different in that all the cities on the coast vrere different
than ones inland. They were blacked out. The shipyards were
running tvrenty-four hours a day after the war began. Instead of
everything closing dovrn at night, it just kept going twenty-four
hours a day.

O. Were a lot of servicemen stationed here?

Mr. Carlson Yes, there were a lot of servicemen in Seattle
because the Navy piers were out at 91, and the Army at Fort
Lawton. They always had a lot of ser.ricemen in Seattle but in
wartime, they really beefed up everything.

O. What did the shore patrol do? Vlhat were their
responsibilities and how did they get along with the police
department? !'/hat r"as the relationship?

l4r. Carlson tiel1, the police department workecl very closely
vrith the shore paLrol and mrlitary police. In fact, a lot of
Seattle police officers went into the service and a lot. of them
were stationed right here in Seattle as a member of the shore
patrol or mllitary police.

I rernember one poli-ce officer friencl of tnine
patrol, and I was lvorking in the booking office
report clerk vrhere aII the incorning calls cane

, and all the prisoners vJere booked there. Ird
all tire tim.e as a shore patrolrnan instead of a
officer. Ile came in one day, and had a long

, and I said, t'I-{hatts the matter?t'
He said, "f trn getting transferred to sea
I said, "I'lhere you going?
He said, "Itve got to ride the Bremerton

was in the shore
at the tirne as a
for headquarters
see this officer
uniformed police
look on his face

duty. "

ferry
on the shore patrol." (chuckling)
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0. What kind of
for by the shore

I{r. Carlson

in uniform most often picked up

I{e11, of course, they did have robberies and
things, but rnost of them were just, r,vhen they were off duty, out
partying around and having a good time. They'd drink a little
too muchr 9et arrested, and they'd bring them in and book thern.
Later on, the shore patrol and the ltravy had their own hrig and
detention quarters at Pier 91 and Fort Lavrton. But, at first,
they were just brought into the Police Department anC booked and
then released later to the shore patrol and taken back to their
units.

Q. If there raas a wicl-e-open part of Seattle, vlhere vaas it?
Where were the hot spots in Seattle?

I{r. Carlson gh\r I 'd say downtovrn First Avenue. Thatr s
where all the servicemen seemed to congregate. They had USO and
entertainment for them, but a lot of them ended up down on First
Avenue partying around. and rneeting girls and having a good tirne
and overdoing it.

crimes v/ere men
patrol?

the situation vrith liquor here? Could you buy
drink? l{as that lega1 or not?

0. What vras
liquor by the

l4r. Carlson No, we didntt have Iiquor by the drink, but
there were some speakeasies around and they had liquor stores
where you could buy. Liguor was rationedr you had to have a
permit to buy liquor. You'd go and buy it at the state liquor
store and theytd punch your card out for you. You could only
buy so much - a bottle a week or so. But it seemed like there
r.ras a little bootlegging ancl things going on.

Q. You mean bacl<.yarcl stills?
LIr. Carlson Vfell, yes, I guess so. There r.ras bootlegging
and some v/ere buying their liquor vrhether they needed it or not.
I know I had a liquor rationing card. I never bought much
3-iquor. But I bor-rght rnore after they rationed it than before.
It was available and somebody else vrould rnrant it vrhose
reguj-rernents $rere more than mine. (laughirg)

Q. So it was legal to buy beer in a tavern - you could buy as
much beer in a tavern as you could hold and it vras perfectly
lega1 - but you couldn't buy hard liguor drinks in a tavern
Iegally?

blr. Carlson l.lo, you had to buy hard liguor from liguor
stores vrhich v/ere state liquor stores, but taverns sold beer and
wine. And they did a thriving business.

Q. l'las there any - welI, I dontt r.rant to call it t'organized
cririle'r but the gambling in Seattle, was that making some
people very rich? l',lere there people in charge of vice and
crime, or !,.Jas it a very spread out kind of thing, run by small
operaLors?
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I''1r. Carlson lriell, there r+as no organized crirne in Seattle,
to ny knovrledge. There r/ere speakeasies. Gambling vras illegal,
I knovr, but they had cardrooms. The city fathers had a
tolerance policy that they would allow caritrooms to operate and
they could gamble at certain stakes. I'm sure that some of them
extended the stakes and vrent afterhours a Iitt1e bit. But I
dontt thini< there was really any organized crime.

Q. Was prostitution pretty nuch done on an individual i:asis?
Or were there houses?

I'{r. Carlson There v,7ere houses in Seattle. In the late
thirties, vrhen I went to work in the Police Department, right up
the street, Yesler terrace, rvhich later became a Housing
Project, used to be called "Profanity l{ill.rr You could walk up
there and there vrere red lights showing in the windows.

In the Southend, and in the Internatioiral
District, \^re had Chinese lotteries going then. They were
iIlegal but everybody knerar they were there if you wanted to go
dovrn and bu1' a lottery ticket.

0. As time vrent on, there came to be "Victory gir1s." i^lho vlere
the Victory girls and. vrhy were they arrested sometimes?

l"ir. Carlson l,lell, Victory girls were girls who came
downtor./n and visited with the servi-cenen. I vrouldnrt call them
prostitutes. They were just dovrn for a good time, and to enjoy
the company of the young servicemen. Some of them ended up in
the hotel rooms and the police would go around and check these
hotels and bring the girls 1n and turn the servicemen over to
the shore patrol or the military police. The glrls vrould be
booked and have to go to police court, anC r./e detained thern for
blood tests by the Health Department, vrhich vras in the trublic
Safety Building.

Q. VJould you say that most of the arrests made during the war
for things like public drunkenness - oh, good times, partying
kincls of things - ri/ere mostly made of servicernen, or v/ere there
also shipyard workers and Boeing employees on a high weekly
salary, and spendi-ng it dovrntown?

I''1r. Carlson Well, there r*as a lot of drinking. A lot of
people ended up being brought to jail. ttrnd, of course, traffic
was serious. Gasoline was rationed, but with everybody making
money and driving cars and drinking, there were a lot of traffic
arrests made, too.

Q. Were the jails pretty full? I{as the jail ever filled to
capacity? trIhat vras the number of arrests being made?

l1r. Carlson tr',1e11, in the early t40ts, I vrorked in the
booking office where they booked the prisoners, and I remember
one night r.re booked 135 prisoners in one eight hour shift, from
B:00 at niEht until- 4:00 in the morning, and that's almost one
every three minutes! A lol of them, though, trere servicemen vrho
were just bookecl anC cletained for a while, and then the shore
patrol or rnilitary police would cone dor,+n and take them bacl< to
their l:ase. They were corning and- goinE all the time. This was
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in the olo Public Safety l3uilding on Yesler .ii{ay, and it vras
pretty crowcled. ft r,^ras not a big jai-l, anC it got pretty
crovrded there.

Later on the shore patrol got their ovrn brlg at
Pier 91 , and the Arny at Fort Lar,iton. Prisoners r^rere brought in
and turned over to the military and not bool-,ed at the jail.
They'd j ust take thern out to their ovrn detention guarters.

0. If you had to choose a story that you hearcl from a patroknan
on a beat or whomever that described vrartime Seattle, vrhat vrould
that story be? I"lhat rdas a typical kind of experience?

l'1r. Carlson !{ell, there vrere so many stories. So many
things happened viorking in the booking office, rvhere all the
incoming calls came. One clerk on each patrol shift took all
the calls for each district. The phones uere ringing all the
time. !{e had three phones and tv:o teletype machines that I
operated, going all the time. InIe hacl policenen on the
switchboard that did the radio broadcast. tr',lhen a ca1'l r'rould
come in, a police officer viould ans\der the call on the
sr.ritchboard anC direct it to the report clerk at headquarters
where I t/ds rr/orking, or theyrd send i-u out to a police precinct,
like !{allingford, if the call was out there. If we had a hot
call - we had a bandit phone, ancl if there rvas a robbery in
progress, they'd ring the bandit phone and vrhile the clerk was
taking the informatj-on down, the police officer on the
srvitchboard would be listening and broadcast it. It vras real
efficient. It got too much for one or trvo people to handle all
these ca1ls. Hunorous things happened, and sad and tragic
things happened,

I remenber one night I r^ras working with another
officer in the booking office and a man came up to the counter.
Tt was about midnight, and we \{ere eating our lunch. I had my
lunch spread out on the desk, and the booking officer had his
lunch spread out on the counler. He got up to book a prisoner,
and a drunk staggered up to the counter. I thougiri, "?,rell, Irll
not get up. IrIl let him r.rait until the officer gets through
booking the prisoner, and he can talk to him."

The next thing I knew, t.he drunk vras eatinE the
officerrs lunch that he had spread out on the counter. So I
just sat back, and thought, "InJel] , this is going to be
interesting! " (chuckling)

Needless to say, he went to jail in a hurry. I
guess he thought he was at a bar with a free lunch counter.

0. i{hat did you see during the vrar that r,ras tragic? You said
you'C seen some things that rrere very sad...

!{r. Carlson i{e11, there vrere a lot of family frghts.
!.Ihenever theytd bring a prisoner in from a family fight or a
robbery, they'd bring them in the booking office before thelz
booked thern anci the captain r.rould talk to thern. I remernber one
ni-ght, they brought a man and vrife in there. The wife had hit
her husbanC over the head vrith a milk bottle. They brought thern
dovrn there, but by the tinre they got to the police headquarters,
they were aII friends again and rvanted to go home.

Itd come horne and tell my wife sorne of these
stories. What a qui-et peaceful life vre lived at home.
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Q. Did the police ever get involved in problems of child
neglect or child abuse? Or l.ras that all handled by the case
workers and the social services peopl-e?

Mr. Carlson I'IeII, the police alvrays got the init:-al call in
any emergency, One nightr my wif,e was waiting for me to get
off-duty dovrn at the station to get off duty at B:00 and we vrere
going out to a dance. The olC paddy-wagon came in alongside the
Public Safety Building, and they started opening the wagon and
all these Indians came out, from Grandpa on clovrn to a little
babe in arms, they just came stringing out of there. Police
would get a call, and they'd have to bring everybody in. Babies
they'd have to book just like the others. Book then for
safekeeping, and send them up to the hospital for safekeeping
until the case vras investigated by the other follow-up
authorities.

0. One thing I have r,rondered about was the transient population
in Seattle. Now there was shortaEe of labor in the defense
industries, at least, they vrould employ anlrbe6y that came to the
doors, and the nilitary was accepting people... l.Iere there
fevrer transients on the streets? During the Depression, there
were so many guys riding the rails and living from hand to
mouth. Did that disappear?

l4r. Carlson Yes, I think a lot of them \.rere able to find
vrork and take care of thenselves. During the Depression, down
on Alaskan Way and the waterfront, vre had Hooverville. It rsas a
coinmunity of dolsn-and-outers r+ho built places to live out of
boxes and crates. Back of the Rainier Brewery up on the hill,
there were shacks built. and people just living in those.

Q. Were those mostly single men or rdere there families living
in those?

Mr. Carlson There were families, too, but mostly single
drifters.

0. Vihen the defense industries l:egan to build up here in KinE
County, there was a tremendous influx of population from all
over the United States. tJhere did those people tend to settle,
and could you see an increase in - weIl, was the increase in
crime at all due to that influx of war workers and their high
paychecks?

*{r. Carlson l{ell, I really d.on't think we hacl such high
crime during the vrartime. People \"/ere more patriotic than maybe
you would believe. There vras emp'lsynsnl for everyl:ody tha"t
wanted to r,rork. A lot of them r+or]<ed, and they brought people
in here fron different parts of the countrlz 1o worl< at plants
Iike Boeing rvhere they needed people. A lot of them stayed on
after the war.

A lot of them that were in the military icased
in Seattle thought this was a great place to live, and they cane
back here and settled dovrn. There were several that I knevr in
the shore patrol- and they never went home. They joined the
Seattle PoIlce DenarLment.
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Q. So the jail being full is because tire populatj-on had risen
so auch? The percentage of crir:le stayed the sarne, there v,?ere
just more people?

b1r. Carlson There t/ere more people, there r,ras more activity
all the time. You used to go horne at 4:00 in the morning frorn a
shift, and you never sat/ anybody. Later on, during vrartirne,
there vras just as rauch traffic then. All hours of the night
everything was going tlventy-four hours a day.

Q. Seattle had alvrays been a port town and maybe a l-ittle bit
more wide open thanr sdy, Spokane, because it had alvrays hacl
sailors comj-ng into port here. tlas there much of a change over
and above that?

Mr. Carlson No, Seattle's aluays Jreen a seaport town, and
people frorn all over come here. From other countries, and
alvrays looking for something to do. They always seem to find a
little action someplace.

O. There vras an article in the P-I in the fall of 1943 that
juvenile cases in Seattle had increased a very great deal in the
previous three years. tfhat kinds of cases were juvenile
involved in?

Iulr. Carlson l{elI, gro\^/ing up pains. Shoplifting, truancy,
child-neglect at home. They had a \^ro!nen's division in the
police departrnent to handle all of those kind of investigations.
I wasnrt much involved in those things.

0. I was viondering if it i"ras harder to keep kj-ds in high school
when there were so nany opportunities outside of school, lvorking
in the yards or in defense plants or even lying about your age
to get into the service. I had" heard about hot-rodding and
siphoning gas.

Ftr. Carlson WelI, gasoline vras a precious conmoclity. It
was rationedr so T guess there were a lot of thefts of gasoline
frorn cars. Somebody would have to get gasr and if thel' coultlntt
get it with their ration stamps, they went out and promoted
some.

Q. I'Ias there nuch fraud printing of gasoline tickets? Did the
police department get involved with that, or was that Federal?

1,1r. Carlson That ryould be nore a Federal offense because
the governrnent issued all the rationing stamps.

Q. Do you knorv if there r+as any 1<ind of counLerfeiting of that
kind of thing?

Mr. Carlson I don't recall any great problem in
counterfeiting.

0. l'{as there any incidence of racially oriented or racially
motivated crime?
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(as the tape ends,
any )

Side B

i.{r. Carlson repli-es that he doesntt recall

Q. The horaes
r"rho had l:een
r.rho took that
International
1,1r. Carlson
uP.

and property }:elonging to the
interned, vrho moved into those
property over on Capitol ilill-
District?

Japanese-Americans
houses? Do you knovr
and in the

I knor,r one time after things settled down and
we were back on eight hour shifts, and everybody \{as busy and
there were lots of extra jobs people could work at if they
wanted. I always work.ed an extra job. At one time for six
months I read light meters, not for the city, but for another
electric conpany. They couldntL find neter reacersr so they
split the routes up in half routes, four hours of reading. That
v/as a good job for me when Ird vrork all night eight hours up
until noon Ird walk around reading meters. I read meters that
had never been read for years!

One time I I'ras out by the Charles SLreet dump,
as they cal}ed it, and vralking out there, a dog ran out' and bit
me. I knew where the dog cane from, and they said, t'li{elI, the
dogts still here but the Japanese ot^/ners are gone. The place is
boarded up. Thatrs their dog, but I <lontt know l^rho is
responsible for the c1oE.t'

0. I,{here did most of the Japanese-Americans live in Seattle?

l{r. Carlson }ie11, most of them south of the main business
district, in Beacon Hil-I and Rainier VaIIey.

8. lqlhen they handed in their caneras and short-wave radios, rvhy
rvould they have had short-!.rave radios in the first place? I,ihat
$ras the purpose of ovining them, do you knor^r?

I'{r. Carlson tr'Ie1l, I think just like nol^r. People are ham
radio operators and hobbyists. Everybody was suspect.

a. I'fhen they left Seattle, v/ere there any problems? Did they
pretty much go quietly and wiIlingly?
Mr. Carl-son I don't remember any diff iculties. They did
what they had to do. They Cicln't understand vrhy they had to
leave, and probably shouldn't have had to leave, but something
had to be done. There vrasn't time to stop and figure everythi-ng
out.

0. l"Ierenrt there anti-aircraft gun emplacements at different
points on the coast in Seattle? Do you remember where sorne of
them were?

b'Ir. Carlson Out
different high spots
dif f erent locati-ons.
them.

Vfell, I thin]"" a lot of thern !/ere just boa,rded

by Boeing Field, by the Boeing plant, di:
in the city. I'ie had air raid sirens up at
These anti-aircraft l:alloons I renember
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Q. How many of them were there? Did they fitl the sky?

Mr. Carlson No, they vlere just in strategic places.

Q. IIow di-d they r+ork?

Flr. Carlson 'Ihese were just balloons ltied onto steel
cables I up there that if any low-flying aircraft tried to come
in, the balloons would be in the v/ay. And knock them dovrn.

A. Did you ever go down and look at the Boeing plant with its
camouflage?

Mr. Carlson I sar.r the buildings painted on the outside.
It was painted different colors. They hacl

plants and things on the roofs of some buildings. From the airr
it just looked like a landscape and noi a building.

Q. The rrartime police Cepartment - \{ere there a lot of
autornobiles on the force? trfere there a lot of patrolmen going
out in automobiles r or mostly on foot?

l.{r. Carlson In the downtovrn area, they had a lot more foot
patrolmen, the beat officers, than they do today. It's kind of
mechanized nor.r. But they had ca.rs and motorcycles, and two i"ray
radios.

Novradaysr Errl individual officer gets out of his
car and takes his walkie talkie rvith him and hers still in
communication. In those claysl if y6s left your car, you rrere
a\{ay from your radio.

Q. Do you have any idea how many automobiles there vrere in the
Seattle PoIice Force during the lyar?

I"1r. Carlson No, I donrt.

Q. A hundred?

Ivlr. Carlson Ch, ]'es !

Q. i'Ihat would be the seguence of events if someone cal-l-ed in
during the r,rar and said that there vras a ro]:i:ery going on? I'ihat
would happen? Who rvould take the call?
1..1r. Carlson l{ell, if you ca1led headquarters, and saicl
there r"Jas a robbery going on or any big energency, and sonebody
needed help immediately, the police officer that vras on the
si.ritchboard would screen the calls and hetd take the first call.
If there was a real efilergency, hetd ring l.rhat vre callerl a
"bandit phone" in the bool<ing office r.rhere T vrorked, and you
dropped vrhatever you rvere doing and ansvrered that call. Youtd
take the information on the phone and the police officer on duty
on the switchboard was also the rad"io operator and he'd listen
in. He could }:e putting out the information over the air while
you were getting it down. You didn't have to take it down and
then relay it to somebody, it was really a quick response.
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Q. If a nelghbor had phoned in,
a bunch of kids joyride in front
have gone out on that kind of a
response have been?

say a- neighbor vrho was uratching
of, her house, woulC patrolmen

call in cars? lfhat vrould the

I'lr. Carlson We11, I think they'd have to the most urgent
ca1ls first. i'ie did have a lot of calls, and there were backup
calls. But the emergency calls screened on that bandit phone
there were lots of instances r,rhere h'e \rere still talking to the
person complaining that somebody vras breaking into their house
right no!{. The police would arrive rvhile they v,rere still
talking to you. They r.rere amazed at the fast response. Theyrd
think we r.rere writing all this down, and they'd get. a litt1e
irnpatient, "i{ell, send somebody ! I' l'ie I d have to reassure them
that the carrs already on the vray, just telI us what vre need to
know here.

0. It sounds like a really modern system that was really pretty
streamli-ned.

l.{r. Carlson Well, it finally got so big that trvo people
couldntt handle all the stuff that vras going on. Instead of one
clerk taking these calls and one radio operator, they had to
expand and get a central complaint bureau, and several operators
taking caIls, and the radio operator wasntt a switchboard
operator, just on the radio. They had to relay the calls.

8. Hovr has law enforcernent changed betrveen then and now? The
job that you v/ere doing then, and a similar job being done by
somebody else norv? Is there a greater volume, or a lesser
vol-une? Is it more raechanized? Itas the l<ind of crine cha.nged?

blr. Carlson 11e11, I think they're alvrays f igurinE out some
new crime to cornmit. The response is rnore technical novl. All
incoming calls are recordecl. If you call the police, before the
car arrives there; they can run the conputer and see if there
have ever iceen any other complaints at that address or anybodlr
wanted at that address. Before the car even gets there. And
they record everythlng.

1,{e used to take a call and lyrite dor.rn some
notes in shorthand until the officers came back, and then youfd
type out your report on the teletype. But nor.r everything has a
case nunber and everythingrs recorded. They can play back what
you did vrrong or vrhat you said \,rrong or what you didn't do.

Q. You have a silent partner all the time.

Mr. Carlson Of cotlrse; €v€rlzfuoclyts rxore traj-ned nowadays.

O. At the beginning of the vrar, for that seven week period when
you rrrere working tvrelve hour shifts and probably for a little
while after that, during the blackouts and rqhen there was real
fear of an invasion or a coastal i:ombardnent, Seattle r,ras
essenti-al1y under martial 1ar'r. htere people's civil rights
respected? ldere civil liberties? Was that sornething that you
talked about as police officers - hor.' to protect people from
lavilessness but still- protect their freedoms?
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1"1r. Carlson That didnrt seern to be such a big issue in
those days. Everybody was busy. You vrorked. with different
people, and everybody had their job to do. I think everybody
got along great. t'Ie didn't have much trouble with racial
relations, that I remember.

A. !'iere you ever

I,tr. Carlso:r I
country for that.
vre t II come out on

afraid that vre night lose tLre war?

really don't think sor no. I'Ierre too great a
In an emergency, everybody bands together and

top.

Q. The islands off the coast of Alaska l-rere taken b]' the
Japanese and thatrs getting pretty close to home - did you ever
consider it a possibility that Washington State might be
bornbarded? Or did you regard. that as very unlikely?

Mr. Carlson They were nore afraid in the early part of the
r,rar that that might happen than later, when they were organized
and able to take care of things. Theii did hit Alaska, shortly
after Pearl I{arbor, and I had a cousin that vras stationed up
there. He r,vent out and said something to hi-s buddy, "Gee, our
planes are up there early this morning."

And he said, "Yeah, maybe they|re Zeroes.t'
And they r.rere. They started bombing then.

Q. That vr-as very big news here in Seattle. Alaska's pretty
close.

l,ir. Carlson
people vrho 1
forth.

Alaska I s j
ivecl in Sea.ttle

ust a short clistance away. A lot of
worked in Alaska, and vrent back and

Q. How old were your older children during the roar? Were they
old enough to knor,r vrhat vras going on? liere they old enough to
be afraid?

t4r. Carlson No, not really. They were ]zounq. At Pearl
Harbor, our daughter was not quite three years old. Laterl tn/€

had a boy. Ile was born in | 43. I{e vras just a baby during
wartime.

Q. Ilors did you yourself cope with tire rationing and gasoline
rationing? Di-d yes ever try to make any long trips? Did you
have to save up yor'lr stamps?

t'lr. Carlson 1,fe11, vie poolecl our gas stamps vrith trvo fellows
'.uho liveC in the neighborhood vrhere I did. I pickeC them up ancl
they rode vrith me. l,rte just used one car lto drive to and front
work I ,

rlbout as far awai' e,s ?re coulcl ever get r'rith gas
rationing v/as to take our ]<ids r-rp to tsirch l3ay up above
I3ellingharn rvhere we used to go i+hen the kids r,rere lit.tle. I.IerC
have to save up our gas aoney to drive the hundred or so miles
up there for a r,"reekts vacation.

Q. It sounds like people Cid work together much better than we
knovr hovr to do now, in order to pool their ration stamps whether
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for a big dinner or to pool their gas stamps for a trip like
that.
I'ir. Carlson I knovr there r.rere a lot of things that lveren't
avail-abIe in the grocery stores. They'd Eet. something in and my
wife would go up to the store, pu1l our little girl up there in
the wagon. Sherd go up there and come baci< and sdyr t'Iley,
they've got sugiar up there lrr And the other neighbors would run
up there to get their's, because a l-ot of times you'd go up
there to get something and they vrouldn't have it. People helped
each other out.

Q. Do you remember any changes in your entertaining during the
vrar? The ruay that you would have a good time? !{hat rvould you
do for fun?

l4r. Carlson tr{ell, I think vre had more home pa-rties. I,'Je

couldn't go out any great distance. \,"Ie'd go to dances at nights
and on weekends, and have parties at home. AII our friends ri/ere
like us - raising young far:rilies. ff wetd go out on weekends
for picnics, vre'd bring all our kids vrith us.

Q. The dances that you mention - were they local bands?

I{r. Carlson Oh, yes. }'ie r.rent every Saturday night to Dlck
Parkerrs pavilion out north of Seattler at about 165th and
Aurora.

Q. Oh! Parkerrs! It's sLil1 there.

1.1r. Carlson We went there every Saturday night.

Q. tJho r.rere sone of the big bands?

l,{r. Carlson At those times, they had one band that would
play there all the time. Put Anderson played at Dick Parj<errs
every Saturday night.

The Trianon Ballroorfi dor"rntorEn, theytd have nane
bands thaL r.oould travel arounnd.

Of course, the policemen always had the
Policemenrs 8a11, ever]' February 22. On i'fashingtonrs Birthday
weekend, theytd have the Pollcemen's Ball in Seattle, and the
policenen in Everett and Vancouver, BCr the1"d have a
Policernanrs 8a11. trte'd go l:ack and forth to different ones at
different times.

rrlhen vre ',rent to the Policemenrs BaIl in
Everett, they allvays had a big name band because these big narne
bands vrould travel around the country, and vrhen they came to
Seattle, vrould play a; the Trianon ballroom for tr,io or tirree
nights, and then they'd go up to Everett and play a one night
stand for the Policemants BaIl, and thea go up to Vancouver to
p1ay. I renember one time vre went to the Everett Policemanrs
Ball and Lar.rrence ltrelkrs orchestra was there. Fl1r wife had known
his band from bacl< in the midvrest r,rhere she grew up. So she
went up and talked to La'"v'rence i'tre1l<, and asked him to play thettBeer Barrel Pol-l;atl
I,Irs. Carlson "C1arinet Polka. "
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f'1r. Carlson
he said, t'oh

playing the

"Clar j-net Polka r " correction !
, rderre too big for that norr,'.t'

But later on, when he got his
"Clarinet Polira" every time.

(chuckling) And

TV show, he was

Q. llho vrere sone of the other really }:ig l:ands then? I,'triro did
you rea1ly lil<e to go hear?

FIr. Carlson I"Ie1I, \de just went to that local dance hall,
but we'd go out to the Highline Spanish Castle which was on the
highway to Tacorna. They had a big dancehall there and sometimes
wetd go there. But usua-1-1y vretd go on out to Dick Parkerrs
pavilion.

Seems lj-ke Skinny Ennis was one band they had
up at Everett one time. But there v/ere a lot of live bands in
those days.

Q. I{ere there big bonc rallies in Seattle?

1.1r. Carlson Oh, yesr r"re had Victory Square donntor"rn by the
Olympic Hotel. That was cal1ec1 Victory Sguare, and they had big
bond ral1ies, "Iluy savings bonds ! t' Dignitaries rvould come and
give you a pep talk.

We all had our Victory gardens at home. lrlhen
we bought our f irst house in '43, we didntt put in a lar,rn, vre
put in a big garden in the backl'356.

a. !-Jhat did you raise in your garden?

I{r. Carlson !',le raj-sed corn and beans, vegetables of all
kinds.

Q. Did you can them?

i'{r. Carlson Oh, yesr my vrife still cans. I{ot so much any
nore, but in those days, v,'e canned everything.

Q. Did most people have Victory gardens?

l'{r. Carlson Oh, half the people did, I guess.

Q. Did you yourself buy l:onds?

Mr. Carlson Yesl vre had bonds through payroll deduction at
work. I think everybody di-d, then.

Q. Did you go to any of those bond rallj-es dovrntovrn?

Mr. Carlson Oh, sure, they were fun.

0. i"iho did you see? Do yes remenber any of the dignitaries you
savr?

Ivlr. Carlson l'tro, I donrt remember, but they vrere people in
the entertai-nrnent business.

0. People like the Andrer,rs Sistersr ot actresses, or nayors?
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Q.

ItIr. Carlson Actors, actresses, and musicians - professional
entertainers who vrould donate thei-r time.

'r{here was Victory Square and i.rhat did it looj< like?

l.{r. Car}son They had a big bandstand at Victory Squarer by
the OJ-ympic Hotel on University Street. That's one of the big
wicle streets downtown, In the course of the lasl Presidential
election, that's where they vrould have outdoor rallies. The
vrhole block was decorated.

Q. Did you go dov;ntor'an V-E day?

ldlr. Carlson I don't recall just vrhat I did V-J day. l know
there were just moJ:s of people dorvntovrn - that was in 1945.
When the nervs cane out on the radic from the President that the
vrar vras over, all lhe ciLy offices closed. and the mayor declared
a two day holiday. And he clcsed all the city offj-ces - e:<cept
the police department. Tl:ey hacl to stay on duty, and they \{ere
busy. There were just nobs of people dor'rntown* Traffic coul-d
harCly move and iL was jr-rst like l:ievr Yearrs Eve, Dor;ntor.rn at
Fourth and Pike vras just jar:rmed with people, a.nd traffic
stalled, and in Chinatown, they were celebrating. And the
policemen were standing by to make sure that things didnrt get
out of order too much, out of hanct Loo much. As lonE as there
wasn't any serious property damage or injurl', they just rrent
along with it. lihey v/ere thrilled/

0. They probably r-rant'ed to dance in the street as nuch as
everybody else cl1d.

l{r. Carlson You bet.

Q. It must have been a vronderful time. You hac. not been in the
vrar yourself - did it ever seen as though the vrar had j ust gone
on and on and on? Did you think it vaould be over before it r.ras?

i''lr. Carlson l'lell, it seemed it ended awfulll' suddenly. It
seemed that it vrould go on and on and on, because of the ner.rs.

I remember vrhen vre lived dor.m by Lake Union 1n
a duplex, an old lady that orEned the property lived alone
upstairs and thing's hrere just huckledy-buck in torvn. And the
shipyard - vre could look out our vrindor^r and see the shipyard
going twenty four hours a day, and I vrent up there one time to
see her and this was in February of 1942. She vras usually
reading a book in Sr'redish about astronomy. Here she had the
nevlspaper there and she said, "Isn't the war arvi-ul? I sure hope
we don't get involved."

Poor old lady. She was hopi-ng we vrouldntt get
involved and that rvas tvro months af ter Pearl Harbor, and
everything was happening.

Q. llould you say that
the war? You vlere on
aftervrard - was there

SeaLtle changed permanently because of
the force in t38, and on the force
a change that never rtent Lrack?

Mr. Carlson Oh, yesr things rvent ahead. Better training
for police officers, more equipment.

Carlson page 16



Q. In Seattle itself , did that large population rise dr,rring the
\i/ar go av/ay or stay?

l.'ir. Carlson A lot of them stayed, and vrent back and got
their fanrilies to bring thern to tr'{ashington to live. T}rey
decidecl that "l'Ie dontt want to g'o back vihere vre grevr up, rve vrant
to qio out there it I s e7sp1f,srf ul country out there. "

The population increased.
I"/hen l first worked for the citi'r you had to be

a city resid.ent to be a city employee. Later they changed thatt
and people started to move out to the suburbs and commule back
and forth. Seattle actually had a drop in population vrhen that
'''ras occurring because people r.rere moving out to Bellevue or
north. The suburban areas and shopping centers were growing upt
and Seattle actually hacl a drop in population' just like sone of
the other big cities vrhere people conr.n,ute back and forth.

Q. Right after the war, when Boeing decreased its workforce and
the shipyards v/ere laying off a lot of pecple because the vrar
contracts vrere cancelled-. !'Iere there a lot of footloose people
in Seattle vrho r+ere unernployed?

t'tr. Carlson irlo, I iiontt recall any great uneniployment.

Q. So they m,ust have convertea to some kind of postvrar
production? They couldnrt continue Lo build B-29rs at that. rate
and sell them to anybodir.

i.{r. Carlson A}1 those big plants vrent bac}< to nanufacturing
other thj-ngs. AII during the r.rar, they dicin't manufacture
automobiles. I orderecl a new car in the early t40ts, when they
!.Ierentt manufacturing cars, and it r^rasnrt i-rntil 1947 that T

could get a nelr car. They started nal<ing them again in | 46 but
1r^ras on a waitinE list to get my nevr car.

0. I'lhen did you get on the waiting list?

l'1r. Carlson In the early t 40 t s.

Q. ReaIIy! I knew they \'rerentt making cars, but I diclnrt
realize that the r,raiting lists had gone on through the vrhole
war.

llovr about other big consuner items, like refrigeratorst
could yor-r buy thern during the war?

l{r. Carlson IIeIl, rnostly, things v/ere concentrated on vlar
materials. A lot of that production r"ras cut back.

Q. There vras one guestion I had forgotten to ask on the other
side of the tape v.rhen \.Ie were talking about Seattle during
vrartine. I'ihat r+as the traffi-c lil.,e? ?'Ias there a big increase
in traffic? Seens like vrith so many people car poolingr raaybe
there vrouldn t t be, but on the other hand, there t'/ere so nany
people trying to cornrnute to Breraerton, or trying to get to
Boeing - vrhat was the traffic li].,e?

l"ir. Carlson It was terrif ic, there was a lot of traffic.
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Before, aII your traffic vras in the daytime - prettlz soon
everytiring was going tvlenty-four hours a day so there was
traffic a1l hours of the day and night. ;\ lot of people did
cornmute on the ferry over to Bremerton to r'rork in the shipyard.
And there Fras a lot of carpooling.

The streeL cars were packed, and then thel'
tool< the street cars off and got electric trolleys and motorized
buses. I remember vrhen tirey took the street cars avJay bef ore

, the war, and sold all the metal rails to Japan. They took all
the scrap metal over to their country. I guess vre got some of
it bacir in a difierent forra.

i,re had scrap metal drives during the vrar that
we participated in.

Q. You indj-vidually or the police department?

l.{r. Carlson The vrhole city. I remember getting all the
scrap metal you had and taking iL to a central collection place.

0. Was it easy to get traffic signals? I have read that in
Kirklanct, with the shipyard building up, they v/ere desperate to
get a stoplight, and they couldnrt get a priority to get one.
Did Seattle have any difficulty getting goods and materials?

Mr. Carlson I*Iell, lre had traffic signals. They \./ere
blacked out, too.

Q. There must have been a lot of fender bentlers vrith blackea
out traffic sJ-gnals.

Fir. Carlson Probably !ras. In those days, r'rhen I f irst
r+orked in the traffic division as a clerk therer dny accident
over $25.00 danage, you had to report on a state form. If ]rou
reported every $25.00 accident todayl they'cl be lined up for
blocks. fn those days, a person came in to report a traffic
accident, and you gave them the forn to fill out and they filled
out one side ancl drerv a d.iagrarq of hor.r ii happened. Then they
brought it back to the counter, and vre reversed the carbons, 1:ut
it in the typervriter, and vre asked them the questions and fillecl
out the rest of the forrn for then. ile used all those for
statistics. If they ha.d to cio that novrad.aysr they'cl need a reai-
army of t1'pists to fill out forms for them.

0. Did a IoL of the offj-cers who hacl gone with the arned forces
or the shore patrol cone bacli into the Seattle Police Departnent
after the vrar?

I\1r. Carlson Oh, y€sr nost of tiren carne back. In fact nost
[a11] of thera did. Sonne of thein ]/ere practically at retirement
and went into the servi ce any\.ray because theytd had previous
military servicer or \./ere in the reserves. The.r' passed a lavi
that everybody's job r.rould be protected if they t"tere in the
rnilitary service. Sor*e of them never caine back because their
years in the servj-ce added" to their previous time, and they had
enough time to retire and not come baci.,.

Q. Was there ever any move to hire vromen into the police
department to take the place of guys who had gone into the
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service?

l':r. Carlson lrle1l, that came a litt1e later. !.ie had alvrays
had police vJomen 1n the Vtromenrs Division, but they never worked.
in a uniforrn until later on. They started hiring tromen and they
started wearing uniforns - some of them threatened to quit if
they had to go out and ride in pro',.rler cars. . .
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