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Side A

This is an interview with I'ir. Parker Cook, on the 6th of
December, 1984. The interviewer is Lorraine McConaghy for
the Museum of History and Industry.

Q. Irm going to start out by asking you if you can
describe Garfield High and Capitol Hill just before the
WEf. . .

Mr. Cook Garfield High School r{as, of course, very
prominent at that time. It was the only school up on the
hill the only big school - and it was l:rand new. Shiny
red brick and r,rhite terracotta trim.

Capitol HilI, at Lhat time, had several clifferent
economic districts. There was the original Capitol Hill
which was, of course, the founding fathers of the city,
like the Denny's and the Duthiers. They lived up around
Volunteer Park.

Then, the Central Area was a black cornmunityr buL
it 'rras a very smaIl black community because there weren't
very many blacks in the city. They lived around Twelfth
through Twentieth, and East Madison.

Then, there was a Jewish community around Yesler
Way - almost the whole length of Yesler Way, from the
downtown area to Lake l,lashington, to Leschi.

And then the Orientals, a little south of thatt
getting into the Mt. Baker area. And there were a lot of
Italian gardens and the Japanese, parti-cularlyr hTere
occupying a lot of those qardens with the ltalians. The
Italians all went to Franklin, and the Japanese all went to
Garfield.

So that was pretty rnuch the racial and economic
Imake-up]...

Now, another thing - There was then, of course,
as there still is, the Broadmoor area which was highly
restricted and all those students went to Garfield.

Mrs. Cook And Washington Park, toor honey.

Itlr. Cook Oh, yes.

Mrs. Cook Washington Park, and Denny-Blaine.

I\tr. Cook Yes, a very vrealthy comrnunity.

Q. Madison Park?

Yes.
And I think that was one of the things that made

Mr. Cook
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the school such an ideal p1ace. Every race and every
economic situation was represented there, and it didnrt
make any difference.

I used to think it was a wonderful thing to
watch some millionaire I s son from Broadmoor opening up a
hole in the line so a Negro halfback could score the
touchdown and get all the publicity. But Garfield won the
touchdown !

As I've said so many times, of the forty-three
years I was there, the first forty years - as a teacher,
particularly a teacher in an art - was an ideal situation.

O. It sounds cosmopolitan - it sounds like the best of an
urban school situation.
Mr, Cook It surely was.

WeII, if a teacher could get a
other teacher would get that job until he
something so horrible that he'd be fired!

O. I^Jhat was the curriculum like that you
before the war?

job there, no
died or did

( Iaughing )

taught right

Mr. Cook You mean that I personally taught?

0. Yes, you personally.

Mr. Cook t{eII, I personally taught nothing but music. I
had music theory, and any choral classes, and the Senior
Orchestra, and the band. Now that was vrhen I first started
teaching, and then in about five years another man came in
that did part of the instrumental vrork and the band. And
from then on itrs been a tvro man deparLment.

Q, Did you do any theatrics?

l4r. Cook Oh, y€sr every year there rvas what we used to
call Spring operetta, and we did things like "Desert Songr"ttThe Rogue songrt' t'The Fortunetellerrtt ttRed l,lil1rt' "student
Princert. . .

0. With your mixed racial classes?

Mr. Cook It didn't make any difference.

0. It must ha-ve been really wonderful.

Mr. Cook At one time. Now, this was later on, in 1964, I
received an honor from the Chamber of Commerce, and during
a television interview, the interviewer said, t'I.lel1, vrith
all the races that you have up there" - and by that time,
Garfield was about 40% black, because that was after the
v/ar, and the war brought in so rnany of them - "how do you
solve your problems? You must do it well because we dontt
hear anything about it."

And I said, "There aren t t any. t'
I didnrt see very many fights among students at

all, but I don't think in al-l the years that I was there I
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saw more than two that were based on race.

Q. How did you hear about the Japanese bombing of Pearl
Harbor?

(There is a sudden increase in volume as we rearrange
seating. )

Mr. Cook We got a telephone call late that afternoon from
Mildredrs sister whose husband was a Naval officer
stationed in Adak, in the Aleutian Islands. She told us
about it, and we immediately turned on our radio, and spent
the whole rest of the evening listening to it and
speculating.

Of course, the following morning at school,
people were just kind of dazed, particularly the Japanese.
Most of them were just devastated, and wondering what in
the world was going to happen to them.

0. What were their speculations? What was the range of
things that the kids were talking about when you got to
school?

DIr. Cook They weren't talking.
I'd sayr "well, how are you today?"
And theyrd sdyr "oh, Mr. Cook, vtre feel very sad,

very sad. tt

And then the whole Japanese community here in
the city just leaned over backwards to be as patriotic and
loyal as possible. They tried to make the most favorable
impression - which they did! It came as quite a surprise
to me - and it was guite sudden - that the War Department
decided that all people of Japanese ancestry who lived on
the coast would be moved back from the coast. It was very
suddenly done.

f lost practically all my string section in the
orchestra. And they never did come back to Garfield, in
any numbers at all.

Q. Did you hear from them by mail?

Mr. Cook No, no. Not very much.
You were asking some questions about - how did

you express it? - the curfew laws? Of course, Seattle had
always had a certain amount of curfew for the younger
children, and I can remember as a little kid that I was
supposed to be in at nine o'clockr or something like that.
And off the streets.

So that wasntt too much of an issue.
But as you sayr as you've pointed out, some of

the older kids had a little more money and so they probably
resented it somewhat. Althoughr we had no experience
around school of vandalism. Nothing at all.

Q. I should mention for the tape that we vrere talking
earlier about a rise in the incidence of juvenile cases
that came before Seattle courts lduring the war] r and that
you saw no real reflection of that at Garfield.
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You were vrorking with kids fourteen to eighteen?

l4r. Cook Almost entirely. Junior high schools hadn't
started. So we took them from ninth grade through the
twelfth.

Q. I wanted to ask another question about the internment,
if that's all right. I,that was the reaction of the other
students to the Japanese-American students? Was there any
farewell to them?

Mr. Cook No, not particularly.
I suppose it vras rather natural that there would

be this great surge of patriotism because, actually, that
attack on Pearl Harbor was such a surprise attack that it
left the whole nation aghast. You could hardly believe it.

Everybody was very resentful. There was a lot
of anti-enemy Ifeeling].

But there was no beating of them or teasing them
or anything like that.

0. So you would have no sense of their being put into
internment camps for their own safety?

Mr. Cook No. They certainly didnrt speak of that.
My concert-master blamed the Army - he said, "

The Army'9 doing all this." And they (Japanese-Americans)
resented just as much as you or I would resent being told I
had to live someplace else no\^r. They felt they were just
as much Americans as we were, which of course they were
they were born here.

What percentage of the student body would you say left
the internment from Garfield?

Fir. Cook Oh, I would s&y, maybe 1 0 per cent.

Mrs. Cook That would only be 200 - do you think it was
only 200? The school was 2000, wasn't it?
Mr. Cook WeIl, maybe a little more than that, but it
wasn't a lot more, because we didn't have all the
Orientals. Franklin had a lot of Orientals. And Broadway
- Broadway High School was stlll operating then, and they
had a lot of Orientals. In fact, I think they had more
Orientals than the other schools.

O. Did you have any Japanese-Americans on the faculty?
Mr. Cook No.

0. After internment, did the black kids... l,felt, you had
said there had always been a percentage of black kids in
the school, did the new black children who came with
families from the South begin coming right away, or \,ras
there a lag?

tvlr. Cook It was gradual, but very insistent. A11 of a

0.
in
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suddenr w€ realized we vrere getting more and more blacks,
and they were less and less rverl-prepared. Their Engrish
v/a! faulty, but still they werentt giving us any
difficulty.
Mrs. cook The attitude rvas a lot different than the bracks
are now in school.

0. From then themselves, or torvard them?

Ivlrs. cook Their reaction in school, their rvilringness to
get in and study. That kind of thing. But I realize that
a lot of that has changed for both black and white. The
black students at that time were not like the black
students now.

l.{r. Cook Vlell, the original black students that we had
their families had rived here for a rong tj-me and they were
good-average students. In fact, Homer llarris, and a lot of
thern, vrere quite outstanding.

Mrs. Cook Quincy Jones. There were a lot of outstancling
blacks.

Their families did live in a certain area
there was certainly a black area j-n Seattle. As far as
neighborhoods were concerned, there were restricted areas.
It was posted on the telephone poles - there were
restricted areas in this city.

Pretty much, the black students at that time
were eagier to get along academically as werr as socially,
as well as i-n extracurri-cular activities as were the
whites.

Q. How would you describe
in-migrant blacks who came

ustment, then, of these
41?

the adj
after I

I{r. cook They became a little more truculent as they came
in. They began to kind of have a chip on their shourder.
Irlot rea}ly so much until '68 - when the Watts riots
started.

Q. So youtre talking of long after the war...
Mr. Cook Oh, during the warl no.

Q. How was their adjustment during the war, did you see
any. . .

I,{r. Cook Oh, it was very good, because they $rere making
money up here, and they'd never ever had it before. They
\dere happy as larks.
0. Did they bring anything with them from the South that
was perceived as a value? Irm thinking of music, frankly.
Did you have any good blues singers in 126115 classes?

Mr. Cook Wellr rro, because, at the time, I vrasn't
teaching blues. I vras strictly classical. And, at that
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time - nov/ rrm speaking of before the war and in the very
earry days of it - but after the warr w€ began feeling the
wealth of the blues from the south. And then peopre likewelI, probably our most famous is euincy Jones. He enteredGarfield as a sophomore in about 1 955. At that time, he
had a band of his own - a kid like that! - that was playing
at the Black and Tan.

Mrs. Cook But that was only one, honey. you didntt have a
whole crew.

!1r. Cook No, but she asked, I'Did they bring anything with
them?'r - well, herets sornething.

It1rs. Cook I don't think you can say that they brought a
lot with them. Ones like euincy Jones were outstanding
and his father was a postm.an.

Mr. Cook Yes, he wasnrt out of the South.

FIrs. cook They had minimurn income, but they had parents
who had a tremendous amount of understanding and imbition
for them - and discipline. I think there were eight
chirdren, weren't there? And they rived across the street
from the school, and all the kids worked an<l were inschool. I think the father v/as a postman, but he was
determineo that they were all going to be in school.

Q. Did you have any opportunity to get to know the parents
of any of these newcomers?

Mr. Cook Well, not a great deal.
outstanding ones, yes.

I knevr some of the real

Q. How did you perceive what brought them here?

Mr. Cook l.iell, it nas purely econornic. They didntt come
up !o get away from the South, they came up because they
could get jobs here. And people like Boeing and Kaiser
Aruminum and the shipyards were advertising for them, "comeon up here! Go to workr w€ need you."

There rvas good money.

I'{rs. cook And those companies sent recruiting teams all
over the United States, but particularly in the South.

They were salaried men and women who went out.
0. r have often wondered if those recruiting tearns in the
South were black themselves - if they targetecl their
audience.

Mr. Cook WeII, people we knorv from here were rvhite
college graduates who vrent down there to recruit.
Q. Did you think that kids' responsibilities changed
during the war? Did it get harder to be a teenager?

Mr. Cook No, I donrt think so.
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There was more for them to do, in my line at
least. rt seemed r was always having caravans of cars
going out to Fort Lewis and Fort Flagrer, and places aroundhere, for USO shows. Two or three times a vreek.

l4rs. cook r understood your question differently. yourre
talking about the individuals - was it harder foi them.
Parkerrs talking about his groups that v/ere so busy at thattime and afterwards.

Q. I was thinking of just the general run of the kicls
whether he (Mr. Cook) had perceived any increase in their
vrorkload. on the phone, you'd said that it was hard to get
male leads...
I'ir. Cook Oh, y€sr because they weren,t in school.

o- werl, that seems to me rike an added responsibility
that kids didntt have prior to the vrar.

Mr. Cook Yes, thatrs righL, because they could get good
money working at odd jobs in industryr or in commerce. Andalsor it was much more glamorous to *ear a uniform - and alot of them lrere lying about their age to get in service.

A. Did the girls go for uniforrns?

I1r. Cook Oh, boy, did they ! yes ,

Q. Yourd said that it was hard todid you mean?

they sure did.
get male leads - what

l"{r. cook r meant that there werentt boy singers in school.

Q. For the operettas?

Mr. Cook Yes, thatrs what I meant.

Q. So how did you compensate?

I1r. Cook I didn't have operettas - I
which didntt depend upon soloists.
0. Did the music curriculum change in

had concerts instead,

besides that during r"rartime? Did you fteaching a different kind of music?

any other way
ind yourself

Mr. cook l{ore popurar music - particularly popurar war
songs, and yesr we followed the popular trend. In fact,
the orchestras died out, and never did come back. Very fevrhigh schools now have them at all. They have bands,
because you can deverop a band prayer in a much shorterlength of time because hets not a ioroist. you have aclarinet prayer in an orehestra, and hets first or secondclarinet and a soloist. rn a band, he's one of thirty. soyou can develop a band much rnore rapidly
Q. Do you know of any changes in curricurum outsicle of
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music, just of your own knorvledge? Like, dt Kirkland Llighschool, they dropped the agriculture program cluring thewar. V.lere there any change like that?
!1r. cook l,]erl, r^re never had an agriculture program. Butyesr the sciences were beefed up - there vrere many more
offerings in science. And particularly after the r,rar,Garfield was one of the first to have a crass in nucrearphysics. So y€sr there vras much more interest in the
sciences, and less in the humanities.

That was a strange thing, too. Before the vrar,just before the war, r{e had trvo teachers teaching German,
one fulltime and one parttime. By fulltime, one had five
classes in German and the other had two or three. Armost
all of them were Japanese students, and when they were
moved out, there vrere no students in German language any
more, except a few scientists. so that shows that there
was a community of interest between some of the Japanesepeople and the German people because there vras thalterrific interest on the part of the Japanese students inthe German language.

A. Now that puzzles me. I had not ever thought aboutthat. I wonder what that does mean.

Mr. Cook I{e11, I think just what I said. There was a
community of interest, and German, of course, is the
language of science. A student interested in science woulclgo for German at some time in his rif,e because he's going
to need it, particularly when he gets up into schooli rike
MIT.

0. You said that your choral groups provided entertainment
in the community and at the usos could you describe a usoto me? lihat was it like?
Mr. Cook United Service Organization.

It was organized exclusively for the
entertainment of enlisted people of the armed forces. And
we rvourd put on concerts and sometimes wetd go out, and it
would always be supervised by the chaprain. And rve'd do ashort concert - maybe 45 minutes to an hour - and thenthererd punch and cookies and a little dancing to thejuke-box. soldiers were allowed to ask the girls to dance,but the girls weren't required to dance with them if theydidnrt want to. I never saw anybody refuse. (Iaughing)
They had a good time.

Q. I bet they had fun.

Mr. cook rrd have to herd them back into cars about ten
orcrock_to try to get them back home in time, cause they
had to drive back to Seattle.

0. Can you give me an idea of a program of songs that you
miqht have performed at a USO?

Mr. Cook Oh, gee. Illell, the hits from "The Sound of
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Mrs. Cook And the Fred Waring arranqenents.

$1r. Cook Yes.

Q. Did you every try to do a small vocal group doing the
Andrews Sistersr or something Iike that?
Ivlr. Cook Wel1r my nonnette. The International Trio I
can take credit for training them, but f didntt discover
them. They were a Black, a Filipina, and a Japanese girl,
and a white accompanist. And they had formed this trio,
and tried out for this vaudeville entertaj-nment. And they
vrere gooclr so I really got interested in them. They sang
an awful lot, throughout the city.

0. When did they perform?

I'1r. Cook In the late forties, and early fifties.
O. Talking about the arts community here in Seattle, in
general, you've said that entertainment tastes that
people were interested in entertainment in a popular way.
Did movies change? Did the Symphony change? Coulcl you see
a shift in the arts community because we were at war?

!1r. Cook Yes, I think so. Interest grew in the Syrnphony,
part11' because of an unusual circumstance because Sir
Thomas Beacham, one of the great British conductors, found
himself stranded over here, and he didn't vrant to go back
to Europe. So he took a job conducting the Seattle
Symphony. And of course, he was a man of internationa]
reputation.
Q. That vras a rather stormy time, wasntt it?
ItIr. Cook Oh! ft sure was! It vras more fun! (laughing)

IIe was a peppery guy - a splendid musici-an. At
the same time, he had a devastatingly sharp tongue. I vras
tickled.

I vras privileged to hear some of his rehearsals,
and it was really run.

Q. Could you describe one? I
in October of '43, that he had

l"lusic r " f rom ttoklahoma rtt f rom t'carousel. "
show tunes.

An awful lot of

was just reading in the P-I,
stormed off the stage.

describe that to yss.

_first 
concert, and a man by

Mr. Cook Yes, he did. I can
I think that was hls

the name of Lynch - Fred Lynch

Side B

- had a front row seat. And he had a camera with an
infrared flash on it, and he was taking pictures during the
opening number. And Sir Thomas notj-ced it, and he was
conducting, and he turned around, and noticed the guy. IIe
turned around and saidr' t'Leave the hall!tt
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He said, ttwell, I t m sorrlr. "
And he said, t'l'Ie1lr you should be sorry. Leave

the hal1 ! "
So the guy did the only thing he could do. He

picked up his camera and rvalked out of there - the full
_length of the theatre. Some elderly ladies were saying,
"Oh, isn't that terrible!" and tittering about it.

And then Sir Thomas turnecl around and said,
"No\^/, Iadies and gentlemenr w€ will play this number as it
should be - without interruption!"

That rvas his opening concert.
Now this may be expurgated. But one \ime,during rehearsal - and he loved to make fun of a player

and some young man came in at the wrong time. And Sir
Thomas tal-ked to him, and said, "I'Iell, now, what instrument
do you play?"

And the fellow sard, ttThe triangle.r'
And Sir Thomas said, "c)h, nov/, isntt that nice?

I play the triangle, too. Of course, I learned to play
other things, too. Do you play other things, too?"ttoh, yesr the drums - the bass drum.t'tt0kalr, then, let' s take this passage. " And they
took the passage through, and made it. And he said, ,,Now
what is your dynamic marking there?"

And the fellow said, "Forte.t'
"Forte! Novr that means strong! Beat the

goddamn thing! ! "
And that vras Sir Thond.s. . . ( laughing )

Q. A strong-minded man like that - was he as vrilling toplay Puccini and l{agner as Benjamin Britten?
YIr. Cook Oh, y€s r oh, yes.

Q. There vras never any problem?

l'{r. cook oh, no. }/e stiIl have a recording of his of the
entire opera of La Boheme. fn factr you hear hirn singing
part of the time. Thatrs another story told about him
after one of the performances, one of the singers came up
to him and sarcastically said, ttyou were in good voice, Sir
Thomas. tt

And he said, "Somebody had to sing the goddamn
opera. rr ( laughing )

He gave Seattle its moneyrs vrorth.

Q. Did you ever have any feedback from anyone against
playing Gerrnan or Italian rnusic during the war?

I{r. Cook Oh, no. It never even occurred to me.
Now in the First l^lorld lalar - now I'm old enough

that I remember the First !{orld }iar, although T was only
thirteen vrhen it was over. But r remember then that German
rnus j-c was not played in the United States.

But the second time, there was none of that at
all.

And it never even occurred to me that anybody
might object to Italian music.
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Here's one thing that might be interesting,
though it's not to do vrith Seatt1e. The day that peirl
Harbor lwas attacked] - December 'l, 1942 on a sunday. onthat Sunday, the Metropolitan [Opera] was to open with theGilbert and Sullivan operetta, "The Mikado."

And it opens with a male chorus, t'tr^lerre the
gentlemen of Japan, Da da da da da da dar" (singing) and
they ran the show as scheduled, except "V/e,re the gangsters
from Japan." And that was the only reference they made to
it. They went right along with it.

Q. WelI, having done all those rehearsals, they had to put
the show on!

a slight break

Q. How would you both describe Seattlers role in the
homefront?

Mr. Cook We1l, it was very patriotic, very enthusiastic.
You could hardly ask for something that vrould be refused,
if a person could. Like, in the way of sacrifice, or
giving to this or that. In fact, I think, there \^rere more
people who vranted to be air raid wardens than there were
places for them.

See, we felt very close to things. lfe were
right here on the coast. I remernber feeling that I wasntt
too much worried about Gerrnany - it was quite a ways avray,
but there was only one ocean between us and Japan.

Irie felt very enthusiastic about vrar support.

Q. You mentioned that on pearl Harbor niqhtr you talked
with one another ancl speculated on vrhat rnight happen - do
you remember what your speculations were?

lvlr. Cook Oh, yes. I wondered - in f act, t{e got the word
to black out the whole city. And that means your you know
- you don't have the lights going. And lrtildred and I -
Mrs. Cook We had blackout curtains.
!1r. Cook liellr w€ didn't have them then. We used
tarpaper to blacken the windows.

IOur speculations were] Do you suppose that vreqlU have an attack here? I didn't think we would have a
ffiscale landing, but r furty expected vre would have some
bombing, particularly with the Boeing p1ant.

And the Boeing plant vras really stepped-up and
it was fully camouflaged. That vras a strange sight, of
course, to see that great camp vrhich had been nothing but
these gray buildings. Not a campr so rnuchr ds a great
factory, along the Duwanrish River. And all of a sudden
within a week after Pearl Harbor - we got out there on the
bus along the Duwamj-sh Riverr on old Highway 99, and those
buildings were painted rike a cliff vrith raw sand, and with
false greenery put on top of then. It r.ras a splendid job
of camouflaging.

So, oh, yesr it was very serious.
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And then, of course, the shiplrards stepped upactivity. lte had several big shipyards that vrere going
twentyfour hours a day.

And remember at that time the Ice Follies and
the rce--capades came through, anc they l.rould do what they
called "srvingshift showsr"-aimost tweity-tour hours a da|,too, to take care of the people that worked odd hours.

Intense activity.
DIrs. cook And civilian defense started at that time. And
the Red Cross. I was on the street, and met a friend of
Parkerrs. Therers ten years difference in our ages, and
she was Parkerrs dger but was a very dear friend of mine.
Ide were horrified like everybody erse this was within two
or three days of Pearl Harbor.

The Red Cross had an appeal immediately,
advertj-sing classes for first aid. So I took that. And
then r became a first aid instructor, and r vras teaching
three or four classes a week, and Parker was involved...
Mr. Cook I r.ras in the ambulance corps.
and she was my sergeant, (IaughinS)

I was a captain,

Firs. Cook And one of the men at the university, the
associate director, and Parker itrere the wardens, the
coordinators, of the Northeast area lof seattle]. !,Je went
through all of the process of what we would do, simurating
injuries and what you would do to actually get there.

It was a tremendous involvement.

Mr. Cook Yes, mock air raids.

Q. Do you remember - were the hospitals involveo?

l.1rs. Cook Oh, yesr hospitals and doctors.
coordinated, it vrasnrt just little groups of

And they went through these to be
everything did mesh.

The hospitals were involvedr the
involved, Lhe area lvardens, first aid teams
enormous.

It was city-
people.
sure that

doctors vrere
- it was

Mrs. Cook

were hoping
through it,

Mr. Cook The schools were involved. In fact, most of the
first aid stations $/ere schools.

Q. And it vras all volunteer?

It was all volunteer.
It was just unbelievable and weII done. you
that you would never have to really walk
but on the practices, it went vronderfully wel1.

People lrere there vrhere they were supposed to
be. I was a first aid i-nstructor, and I was teaching five
to seven classes a r./eek, teachi-ng a couple in the day and a
couple in the e'rening. And all the crasses were betvreen
twenty and thirty - the idea being that everyl:ody should
knovr enough about first aid to not only help thenselves,
but to help their neighbor. And that was one of the
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themes.
The main thing was, to knovr how to stop

excessive bleeding. And so you really rearned thosepressure points, and you really learned r.rhere to put those
bandages. Thatrs what everybody was concentrating on - you
were thinking of being hit ancl having excessive bleeding.
Mr. Cook Yes, you can die faster that rvay than you can
from anything else, bleeding from an artery.
Mrs. cook so al-l this vras organized. And parker and the
Assistant Director of P.E. at the university of vlashington
were co-captains of the liortheast area for air raids.
l4r. cook And talk about contrasts... FIe was a tarl man,
kind of a rugged type, with closecropped curly hair. And I
had rey stature, and r was probably about ten pounds lighter
then than r am now, Between us, r.re vrere doing traction and
everything. And Mildred was there, many times, because she
vtas smarl, and she vras the easiest one to handre as f ar as
putting traction on.

Q. Oh, I see, you got to be the dummyt (laughinq)
Besides bleeding problems like that, was there anytraining for burns and poison gases?

l'1r. Cook Oh, Yes.

Mrs. Cook The bleeding aspect was number one.

Mr. Cook And burns
thing. In first aid,
would have to take off
protect it, but leave

leave them alone. That was the main
anything you put on them, the doctor
r so just leave it alone. Try to
it alone.

Plrs. cook Actually, those are about the only tvro things
that we were to instruct everybody - artificial
resuscitation and put something over the burns, but dontt
touch them in any \,,/ay. I{o medication of any kind, and no
grease.

But we had the air raid dril-ls where you vrere
splinting legs, and things like that. And how are you
going to get them into ambulances...

l'{r. Cook lle had makeshift ambulancesr you see.

Q. Out of private automobiles?

Mr. cook out of private automobiles or vans and trucks
things of that sort.
I\trs. Cook ft r,vas an enormous compilation of people that
would be mobilized in every neighborhood in the city.
Q. The coordination must have been just horrendous.

ft rsas, it was.
We lived just a block north of the campus, and

Mr. Cook
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of course Spence Reeves, our coordj-nator, was on the
faculty so we had the organization of the university right
close by. It vras a little easier for us to organize than
it was many of the places vrhich were entirely bedroom
communities.

Q. Did you ever feel - you said that there was a time when
you thought there might be shelling of the coast...
Mr. Cook During the first month. After that, I thought,
if they haven't done it by nov/, they're not going to do it
now because all the time vras giving the United States time
to recoup, to regroup their forces.

f'm really convinced that if the Japanese had
known how devastating that attac]< was on Pearl Harbor, that
they could have made a very strong bid for rvinning the vrar
riEht then. lrle r{ere practically knocked out of the
Pacific, and the horrible mistake of leaving that entire
fleet there like sitting ducks!

Q. In the newspapers during the \i/ar, there's so much
serrnonizing against optimism editorial after edi-torial.
Statements from ltrashington that people are becoming too
confident about the outcome of the war - this as early as
Iate 42 - that there might be years of the war to corne.
Did you perceive any over-optimism? Did it become harder
to get people to worl< hard?

i'Ir. Cook It becane harder for me not to be complacent. I
just felt - Oh, tire United States and a 1ittle country like
,lapan! Il,lellr ffi}/ God, therers nothing to it!

Ancl you start to think, well, tireyrre smart,
too, and they wouldn't have attacked unless they thought
that they had sonle chance. And then vrhen vre began to get
reports on what ships vrere out of cornmission, and then vre
realized that Ithings were ]:adl.

WeII, I think aII Americans have this feeling
that America cantt be defeated. I remernber I heard one
good speech, and if 1zsur11 believe it, it was by Sally
Rand.

Q. The fan dancer?!

Mr. Cook The fan dancer, yesr that's right.
She was in Seattle, and it was during these

first two or three months. She was speaking at a Lions
CIub convention, a Lions CIub meetingr at which I rvas
singing. She was doing a bubble show here in Seattle, but
she was also doing a lot of USO talking.
Mrs. Cook She was out making money for the USO.

Mr. Cook FIer talk was, "!,le Cantt Lose This Flar, But I{e
Cou1d." l'{e must not lose it, but r,ve could lose it. She
was using balloons at that time instead of fans she
called herself a bubble dancer. And she said, "Gentlemen,
r^iith the shortage of rubber, Itm running out of costume!
You I d better come and see r{le soon ! t'
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a- To get back to the kids for a minute, did you ever see
any fear or pessimism or tension in the kids you taught
over the course of the war? or were they confident that bythe time they graduated from high schoor, it wourd be over?

Mr. Cook Yes, although a lot of the boys thought they
were going in the service. And a lot of them did, because
we kept compulsory service on for several years after that.

But no, I don't think any one of our friends or
acquaintances - and she's right, there is guite a
difference in our ages - had any rear fear that we'd rose
the vrar. Did you?

l"lrs. Cook No, I think they felt very confident that
eventually we vrould win, but I don't think anyone felt we
would win it tomorrow.

It was a long haul. And everybody was just
really zeroed in vrith food rationing ancl gasoline rationing
- and everythingi vras rationed, and it vras almost
instantaneous.

ir{r. Cook And very fer"r of them tried to cheat on it.
Mrs. cook Arl services were gone - and you realized hovrquickly our lives had changedr and I mean reallv changed.
That was the thing that hit everyone the haidest. first
the rationing.
I,1r. Cook Gasoline rationing

around?

four gallons a week!

Q. How did you get

l'1r. cook werI, used the buses or warkecl. you usecl your
car when you really had to.

Q. Iiovr far did four gallons take you in your car at that
tirne?

Mr. cook That was a strange thing - r had bought ny first
big car. It vras a '41 Buick - it was an eight cylinder
car. And that four gallons vlould have taken me back andforth to school. r rode the bus to school and that meant a
transfer. r could drive to schoor in eight minutes, and it
took me almost an hour to get to school on the bus,

Vie would. use the car - we drd have a place up inthe rnountains that vre liked to go to occasionalry, ancl r^re'd
save our gas and go up there once every six vreeks or so.

Mrs. Cook The rationing was the hardest on everybody it
was such an abrupt, fast change of lifestyle. we had never
had rationing.

Food stamps - you had to have food stamps for
butter and meat and things rike that. up ttir then, in theunited statesr you went to the store and bought what you
rntanted.

Mr. Cook Sugar r.ras rationed, too.
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Q. I wanted to ask y6p - hovr did you cope? how did you
cook?

Mrs. Cook I{eIlr you cooked guite dif ferently. You dicln't
whip out to the kitchen and bake up a batch of cookiesr or
a caker or anything that required a cup of sugar, That vras
too much for a recipe. And, of course, there vJere recipes
that were designed pretty quickly to use a mj-nimum of
shorteni-ng, a minimum of sugar.

But the rationing was imposed almost
immediately, and the rnembers of the school district - all
the teachers - !/ere the ones that \^rere just drafted,
whether they like it or not.

Mr. Cook Yes, we were assigned to issue all these ration
books - and it vras quite a job.

Irirs. Cook And it was just unbelievably fast.

a. (to l'1r. Cook) Could you describe issuing those books?

Il1r. Cook Sure. The dates would be set and the f irst
one was !{ashingtonts birthday, vrasn't it? - and school
would close. Instead of having schoolr w€ had a holiday.
But no teachers got a holiday - you reported to your
school, and at that time, the people vrho lived in that area
reported there to pick up their ration books. So we had to
register thern, and alphabetize them, and - oh, it was one
heII of a job!

And it was all - weII, I vras going to sayt'volunte€r, " but it wasn I t, it was gratis. ( Iaughirtg )

Mrs. Cook The school district superintendent who said the
teachers were going to do this, which vras perfectly okay
because it was something that had to be done. And so to
mobilize the teachers was the easiest, fast,est way to get
it done.

Mr. Cook It took tvro days, I think, ancl we had to do it
three times. Each time, it took two days out of a weekend.

l4rs. Cook And then youtd have to go to the store, and
you'd - we11, the red stamps \4rere for meat, though I forget
all the colors. You saved your stamps so that you could
buy X number of pounds of meat if you vrere going to have a
special dinner or a special party.

Mr. Cook Like a roast. If you rvanted a ham, you'd better
save those recl stamps for quite a while.
It{rs. Cook Everything was charted and you saved your red
meat stamps, and you saved up for butter. Thatts when
marqarine became first colored it used to be white - and
you had to color it yourself during the vrar years. But it
was after the war that margarine cane colored lj-ke butter.
But up until then, that was the difference betr.reen the rich
and the poor.
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l{r. Cook VileII, margarine vrasnrt rationed, and butter was.

!'Irs. Cook But, actually, it r,ras jusL a status thing.

Q. t{hat did you use to color it - yeflovr food coloring?

l{r. Cook Each pound would have a littLe capsule of
coloring materj-al with it.
Mrs. Cook Theretd ahvays been rnargarine and butter, but
during the r.rar years, they added the color. The poor
people had always used rnargiarine, and those that vrere a
little more affluent had butter. But during the rdar years,
we didntt have butter.
lvlr. Cook Are you recording all this?

0. Yes.

1.1r. Cook, to FIrs. Cook Shers going to have quite a tape!

Q. I was going to ask you if this change - rationed food,
rationed gasr rationed tires - did it change your social
life? Did it chanqe the way you entertained?

1.1r. Cook Oh, very definitely, But rve did it - the
American people did it - vrith an air.

Now r,ie r^rould ri-de to the Symphony concerts on
the buses, but vre rode in tuxedo and evening dress.

I{rs. Cook WeIl, that rvas our sLy1e. (laughirg)

Q. And no nylons!

Mrs. Cook And no nylons.

Mr. Cook No, they did.n't have nylons, but they had
rayons. Horrible! I had to look, at them!

Mrs. Cook Oh, they vrere horrible things!
You shoulo put that in your story, because the

rayon hose that came out during the luar lrere the most awful
things youtve ever seen. Youtd be sitting like this, and
then yourd geL up, and so this (at the knee) would be
bulging. They v/ere the most horrible things - just awful.

i'{r. Cook They had no elasticity to them. theyrd stretch
out, and then just hang there.

l,{rs. Cook But I do think that the positive things of those
years, of the rationing, vras that there was a lot of
camaraderie. Particularly in our group of friends. You
alvrays took something to somebody's home - you never vrent
empty handed to a dinner partlr. And I donrt meant the
hostess vras doing a potluck. You brought either ration
stamps, or a cup of sugar, or a cube of butter t et
somethinE because you knevr that that personts were nearly
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exhausted.

I'tr. Cook Yle had one r,rember of the faculty at Garfield had
built a rather nice home out at liormancly Park. ft was
going to be a retirement home for him, because he r^ras
getting pretty close to retirement. So he invited the
entire faculty as a sort of housewarming in the spring. It
hras during the war, and we asked, "l'Jhat should vre bring?"

And he said, "No, I vrant to put on the dinner.
My wife and I, l'{rs. Cunningham and Lt trontt do that. But
everybody that needs sugar for his coffeer you bring the
sugar. f'm not gonna give you a damn grain!" (laughing)

And so everybody brougirt sugar.

l,Irs. Coo]< And you did. 'share stamps - meat stamps, and
sugar starnps, and cof f ee stamps - vrith close f riends or
faroily. You did pool. You pretty rnuch did not go to
dinner parties and expect the host and hostess to do the
works.

You either brought things or shared stamps.

l'1r. Cooh And another funny thing vras liquor. The only
liquor you could buy without stamps vras rum. I donrt knorv
why that vras - evidently, there vras enough rum being
manufactured here in the United States that they could
satisfy all of the demand. I'ihiskey and all other forms
were severely rationed.

Remember the song that used to be sung?
"Drinking rum and Coca Cola!"

ljlrs. Cook Right, rum and Coke was a vrartime drink.
Another thing that lvas a v,iartime thing that we

had to do... Coming back to nylons - i-f you diclntt have
nylonsr youtd use rayonr or there vras also a time r,le used
leg paint instead of hosiery. Irm not kidding you!

0. How vras leg paint applied?

Mrs. Cook Oh, just like yourd put it ori y6s; face. You
bought it in color, depending upon your skin tone. If you
r{ere a light bei-ger you bought the light beiger or dark
beige t ot what have you. And you just frankly put it on
your legs
0. Like pancake makeup?

I,[rs. Cook Just like that. r\nri you had litt]e peds that
you slipped your feet into before you slipped into your
shoes. Peos and leg paint.

O. Hovr did it make your legs

Mrs. Cook Not very good. It
given the choice between the
leg paint - I wore leg paint.

Q. Caught between a rock and a hard place...

Mr. Cook Thatrs right. And you had to be very careful,

feel ?

was dry and it was ug1y. But
baggy rayon stockings, and the
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talklng rather intimately, that your regs \,rere shaved verycIoseIy.

It{rs. cook There were a 1ot of things r your legs had to }:eshaved crosery, you had to be very, very careful how you
moved and sat, if you were using leg paint.

But it looked a lot better than those [rayonhosel - as Parker said. you can imagine - rayon doe-snrthave the give. you stand up after you'd been sitting dovrnand you had these bumps of rayon. For \"romen, it was just
awful

Q. some of the sacrifices you made vrere more serious thanothers, but how did you perceive the acts of, sayr theunited l{ine }torkers striking the coal mines in the East?
How did you see strikes in wartj_rne?

l'{r. Cook We werentt at all sympathetj_c.
sympathetic with a strike during wartime.

tle were never

Most of usr even I with a limited school_teacherrs salary, was giving a1r r could to support thesymphonv- r Te?l, giving ii in addition to *y'Licreis andall that. And then to have unions start to strike againstthe-symphony or something rike that - r resented it, rreally did.
a. Did they strike the Syr.rphony during vrartime?

I:'{rs. Cook No, not during wartime.
Howeverr what parkerrs saying, his resentmentagainst unions and vrorkers striking iurinq wartime Ivraswidespread among Americans l
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