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Side A

This is an interview with lvlr. Ewen Dingwall, on January 23,
1985. The interviewer is Lorraine McConaghy for the Museum of
History and Industry.

Mr. Dingvrall f had been in the British Information Service,
in New York City. Just to give you a little bit of factual
background, the mayor was duly elected in, I think, 1_942, and I
got i call'back there asking if I would come back and be his
executive assistant.

Q. Is this Mayor Langlie?

PIr. Dingwall No, this is Mayor Devin, who followed Irtayor
Langlie. Langlie was there in the thirties. He had been on the
City Council, became mayor, and then went on to be governor.

William F. Devin was just a great gentleman'
and we have been close friends down through the years.

Anyway, the British Information Service was
just a desk job. It hadn't held up well, as is the case
sometimes when you get a job and it sounds very glamorous, but
then you get to going to work every day at B:30!

f came back out here, and started working with
him in what must have been 1943. I vrorked with hin for about a
decade as his principal staff. I learned such a tremendous
amount about how the city worked which proved very helpful in
things I've done since then.

Q, Was that a brand new position that you moved into in '43?

Mr. DingwalI No, it wasn't, and I don't vrant to make
comparisons with other people who held that job, even by
implication, because theyrre still around and theyrre nice
folks. They had always served as more or less a secretary to
the mayor, in terms of appointments and that kind of thing. He
brought me in to help manage the damn thing. I really worked as
a sort-of junior partner. That'" my characterization which I've
thought a lot about since. It was a remarkable experience for
me. We did a lot of work in many aspects of city government
the Charter, the Police Department, the Health Department,
planning, and many others. It was a a very rich
experience for mer ds I realized later. It was not l,rell-paid.
( chuckling )

0. WelI, nothing really isl
The city was under enormous strains at that time, because of

the wartime footing...
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Mr. Dingwall Yes, it was'
My recollection is very scattered of that timet

but I thought the most painful element of it was the internrnent
of the Japanese people in the first place had been very, very
good citiens. Many of them were farming in the Kent Valley,
6efore it had been paved wj-th asphalt, and were hard workingt
fine citizens. They were close-knit families. The crime rates
where they lived tended to be much lower than in other parts of
the city - these same comments applied to the chinese
population, and I think still do. But the Japanese were under
this terrible, heart-breaking pressure.

0. l.,lere there still repercussions in 1943 in Seattle from the
internment?

Mr. Dingwall There were still repercussions, and you dontt
have to scratch very deeply to pick them up now. It was a very
deep wound, I think.

0. How rvere you made aware of that feeling at the time?

tlr. Dingvrall I'm not sure I could reconstruct it. I don't
mean that there was a widespread movement in any particular
clirection, but people were very concerned about it as a matter
of vihether they hacl been treated properly as individual citizens
of the Unitecl States or not.

0. In the Maqnuson papers at the university of washington,
there are innumerable letters from people asking that the
Japanese not be returned here...

t{r. Dingwall oh, y€sr that sort of thing was going on.
There was a very unatlractive type of prejudice being exhibited
by people who seemed not to be as much concerned about the human
rights-aspect as about safety. That's very true.

I can remember at the end of the way that there
were incidents at the end of the war when those vrho had been
interned began coming back. Their houses were marked and things
of that typ". It was a very distressing time, and not at all
like the city of Seattle that I was born in, and know something
about! It was a terrible aberration.

e. Did the l{ayor's office get involved in insuring their
property rights 1n any waY?

I.,lr. Dingwall In any legal wdY, no. That would have been
outside the powers of the l.{ayor. We were very concerned about
their safety. It was a very difficult thing, and as I recall'
it seemed to Ue the most diificult thing for many of the people.

0. Did you have much active involvement in Civilian Defense?

Mr. Dingwall I vras involved in it; I didntt think it was
terribl! efficient! (chuckling) What my involvement amounted to
was comi.tg into this building once a rveek and spending the night
with others who were involved.
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a. This was the Armory at that tirne?

!1r. Dingwall Yes, this was the State Armory.
They brought in units to be, I supposer orr

guard, but it turned out to be a pretty routine kind of thing.
(chuckling) This was the headquarters for it, and I later
studied civilian defense while I was in the I'layor's off ice.
There was a national program that brought civilian defense tests
to various major American communities, including here. We had a
week of hypothetical defense questions, and we were up in the
school auditorium in their headquarters on Fourth Avenue.
Governor Warren of California was there. I became very
interested in the subject of civilian defense.

At that time, though, everybody was grappling
with a new thing, and many of us tried to help. But it became
pretty routine stuff, at least from our viewpolnt.

O. And the Mayor's office had little involvement?

Ii{r. Dingwall That was a program that came down from the
Federal and State governments.

0. The many defense industries that were in Seattle - the
shipyards and Boeing - what was your perspective on them, both
as a citizen and as a member of the government?

Mr. Dingviall WeIIr w€ had employment as we seldom see! And
of course it was quite a new thing for women to be widely
employed, particularly in industrial capacities. It was, in a
sense, a novelty. These gals vrere trudging off with their
lunchbuckets. There had been some of that earlier, but this was
a very widespread activity at Boeing and the shipyards and
various other industries. It vras a sort of recasting of their
participation in industry, and it was very significant.

It has always seemed to me that it was a
forerunner of much in recent years about women being able to
handle a lot of responsibility and being available for service
in unusual places like law enforcement, A 1ot of that started
in those years when they were handling jobs that had never been
conceived of as woments jobs, and handling them very, very weII.
And Irve always seen a relationship between that, and the
movement that started in the late 60's.

The general morale in the city was very good.
There had been a period of great uncertalnty at the time of the
first crisis. When it all settled down, it was a very
productive and stable period in the city's industrial and
economic growth.

Q. Did you ever have a sense that the war was going on and on
and on? Had you thought it would be a shorter war, or were you
not surprised?

Mr. Dingwall There was some writingr ds I recall although I
can't pinpoint it, that once America got into it Lorqa1ly as
against what FDR had been doing in combination wiEll-EEffirrill,
that they would make short shrift of it. But that's the
standard American ego thing, and I think it probably did go on
Ionger than many people vrould have guessed.
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Are you talking to Jack Gordon?

0. No. I don't know who he is.

Mr. Dingwall WeIl, Jack is the president of the l{ashington
State Restaurant Association, and he is a guy you should add to
your tist. I know he'd be glad to talk to you. Do you know
about Victory Square, downtown outside the Olympic Hotel?

O. Yes.

Mr. Dingwall l,iell, he was the guy that presided at all those
great events down there in terms of returning \.tar heroes and
all. He developed dockside programs for the ships returning
from the Orient vrith soldiers on them. He was just an excellent
master of ceremonies in probably hundreds of such events. He
produced programs for tens of thousands of people.

0, Ithen you were working for the l4ayor's office, $tas Seattle at
all a homefront ci-ty? A mobilized city?
!1r. Dingwall I'm not clear on what you're describing as
"homefront. "

A. WelI, a city oriented to being a vrartime city, part of a
country at war - a home for servicemen, a home for...

Mr. Dingwall IrJeIlr y€s, there v/ere very strong programs in
that direction. PeopIe vrere inviting servicemen into their
homes, and there were big agencies like the USO, and other
programs that the city and state governments worked very hard to
support.

From extensive reading I've done, I r,lould say
that the "homefront" reminds me of the British situation. f
would think it would not be in that same starkly real sense,
where they had a lot of suffering of their o\i/n. But certainly
there was a very strong movement here of everybody doing his
share.

A. I^Ie1I, there seemed to me to be a f ew city-type problems
that. . .
Fir. Dingwall What would they be?

0, WeII, the housing crunch. I'las that pretty much over by the
tirne you had arrived? The federal housing projects built?
tlr. Dingwall I'm just dravring a blank on those.

Q. Do you remember that enormous influx of population? And
traff ic ?

Mr. Dingwall Oh, y€sr it was a congested city, but I don't
have a memory of when the emergency housing fitted in. Yourre
wondering how it fitted into the context of the needs, I gather.

0. Did you have any involvement with law enforcement at that
time?
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lir. Dingwall Vlell, only in the sense that the Police
Department vras one of the departments reporting to the l.layor.
i,Ie worked very, very closely with the officials of that day on
all their work. Are you relating it to possible involvement of
military personnel?

Q. i'lel}, I'm asking generally, I suppose, whether there vras an
increase in the incidence of certain kinds of crime; rvhether
crime rose significantly; whether there was any difficulties in
Iaw enforcement because Seattle became a tvrenty four hour a day
town. And that was a change from the Depression.

Iolr. Dingwall Are you talking to any police officials? They
would probably have access to some records on that - I don't
recall data on it.

There were all sorts of entertainments spots
running where they hadn't been before, down on First Avenue and
other places. 1 can't relate it to crime incidence, or any data
along that line.

0. Were you aware of any increase or alteration in the racial
tenslons in town?

Mr. Dingvrall Not other than the evacuation, which wetve
talked about. It could be that Lhat focused people's emotions,
those who were involved and concerned about it. I dontt have a
recollection of any major sentiments in town along that line,
other than that one area. And that vras enough, I must say.

0. The problem of postwar planning seems to have arisen pretty
early in the vlar - years and years before there rvas really a
need for having any super hard proposals. Were you involved in
this?

Mr. Dingwall We were deeply involved krut we were at a
peculiar stage in the city's planning history. Prior to the
Devin administration, the so-called Planning Commission of the
city had in fact simply followed its principal function in the
Charter - to pass on reguests for zoning changes. We vrorked
very hard to establish the Planning Commission as a long-range
planning agency. It simply had not been there as a function
before. We brought on a City Planner from Buffalo, John Spaeth,
who is retired and lives herer ds the director of the city
Planning Commi-ssi-on, changed the personnel of the Commission
significantly, and changed its major function to city planning.
In effect, Irm saying that we began comprehensive city planning
during those particular years, and itrs been an active part of
the city's functions ever since.

0. Do you remember the content of that postwar planning? VJhat
was hoped for in conversj-on back to civilian production?

Mr. Dingvrall WelI, I remember that there were many
pressures from traffic. Planning for new arteries were very
much a preoccupation for many of us down there, The freeway as
it now exists was laid out in those years by city, state and
federal officials. The late City Engineer, Charles Wartelle,
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drove rne one day, and we drove north nearly exactly follovring
the freeway route which became a reality a decade or so later.

I remember that we fought a big battle with the
Washington, DC planners to have mass transportation included as
an element of the freeway. Vie were turned dovrn cold. They
indicated that had nothing to do with what needed to be done,
which was move autos! Of courser you can move autos until
Christ returns and yourre not going to solve that problem unless
you get people into larger groups and fevrer vehicles. At least
that's a big element of it. But it wasn't until relatively
recently that our master planners in Washington tDCl have gotten
around to recognizing that nass transportation has something to
do with moving masses of people on the freeway.

That's the kind of thing that was educational
in nature. They had just not thought through, back then, the
nature of the urban problem. But it vras a very active
preoccupation of ours in those years, to start laying out a
system.

Irve sald many times that I wish I had known in
my days in the Mayor's office what I've picked up here and there
since then about this type of planning. The Alaskan Vtray Viaduct
was built during that period as an immediate relief connecting
through traffic via the Broad Street Tunnel with Aurora because
there was an urgent need for bypassing the Central Business
District. Previous to that timer &s you mighL not realize, the
only way people could go north or south was touse Second, Third,
Fourth and Fifth Avenues. So the Alaskan l{ay Viaduct did
provide a bypass to get people from the l.Iorth End to the South
End without going through the central district.

I wouldn't describe the Viaduct as a master
stroke of genius, but vre were trying to get solutions because
there was an obvious, urgent growth thing happening. Iile had to
move people more easily. The Alaskan I{ay Viaduct stands as one
of our lesser triumphs, to say the least.

O. There seems to be contradictory evidence about the kind of
power the federal government had at that time, Did you have the
sense that your planning was decentralized and autonomous here
in Seattle?

1,1r. Dingvrall I think the illustration Irve given your about
mass transit, is a good indication of that.

O. V/as that a wartime issue?

t+Ir. Dingwall I think it vras more an issue of the bureaucracy
in Washington not having a full understanding of what the cities
were up against. I have always felt - and f lived in l{ashj-ngiton
for ten years, coming back in '74 - that there was a certain
attitude by people who live on the other side of the Potomac,
and indeed the Hudson, that they really probably do knovr rnore
than anybody e1se. Itrs always been hard for them to let go,
and sdy, I'You guys who live out in Seattle or Denver or wherever
probably know more about this than we do." Thatrs a relatively
rare kind of thinking. In those days, it was entirely rare.

And it showed up in civil defense planning
afterward, too. There had to be a master plan that had gone
through the filters back there, because "How do we l<now that
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those people out in Seattle or Denver vronrt make a mistake?t'
And, of courser w€'ve proved capable in the rneantime of making
mistakes once in a while! (chuckling)

But very definitely, there vras a predominance
of the power of the government r.rhich was putting up the money.
It carried the authority right along with it in many, many
aspects. It was an attitude which posed continual problems for
local and regional governments.

Q. Seattle seems to me, now, to merit the title of a
cosmopolitan city.

Ivlr. Dingnall I agree.

Q. How would you d.escribe Seattle in the '40 t s?

Mr. Dingwall Non-cosmopolitan! (laughing)
It vras a growing city. We lacked many

facilities, and I have a particular fetish on this because the
(1962) Seattle !'Jorldrs Fair project brought many facilities
which had been lacking previously - fine theatres, and
exhibition halIs, and things of that kind.
(a short break)

IUr. Dingwall In 1928, Frank Edwards was mayor, and this
in a brochure) is a building vrhich still
nevr facade all around it, and inside it, is
That was one of the principal acts of the

(showing a picture
stands, but with a
the Opera House.
Worldrs Fair.

Q. I had no idea that building was that old.

blr. Dingwall Yes, it was built Ln 1928. This is a photo of
the foyer, and this is a photo of the mayor vrho was in office at
Lhe time, and this is the arena and the High School Stadiumr ds
it then existed - a muddy hole that the high school football
teams had to play in. That was virtually all that exisLed in
the way of public amenities in Seattle.

It was a city that vras ready for the kind of
energy that the Fair injected into city life in the planning for
1962. It was a wonderful city, and ready to blossom in the
forties and fifties. ft's just a radically different city now,
than it was forty years ago. The public Aenerally has different
tastes this is one of the finest theatre cities in the United
States in terrns of support, and we have very healthy large and
small arts organizations. Each of them has its probler*s, but
basically they're very healthy. Theyrve added just immenseLy to
the richness of life here. And of course, the broad use of our
ski areas, and boating, and all that has contributed. The
changes in the last forty years have been enormous.

Q. It I s my impression in the forties that the neighborhoods
were much farther away than they are nov/.

I'4r. Dingwall Indeecl. The transportation systems were
limited. There was no freeway and there $rere streetcars and
Iildny fewer cars. The plus side of your cornment is that the
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neighborhoods were very much more important as an elernent of
community life. Vle do have some very strong neighborhoods novr,
resulting from the strength that was built into them in those
years. Broadvray is an excellent example of that, and Ballard,
and the University District, and l'.lest Seattle and others

0. Did you perceive Seattle at all as a wide open port city?

Mr. Dingwa1I WeII, thaL's alvral's been a dichotomy in
Seattle. There have always been those who felt rve ought to drar,.i
up a public policy around the fact that v/e are a port city, and
then there are the rnoral values that other people uphold. This
has been going on all my life, I guess. Wetve generally wound
up on the side of more restrictions than other cosmopolitan
cities of this type have had. I think the greatest contrast
between neighbors is shovrn between San Francisco and Seattle.
San Francisco has always been a rnuch more liberal and open city
in terms of whatrs tolerated in human conduct. Seattle's always
been a kind of persnickety place, which wanted to make sure its
morals were all tuned up. lrm not saying this sarcastically,
really. It's just been one of the interesting aspects of
Seattle's complex personality.

Ite had a bare-bosorned show at the Seattle
Worldrs Fair by Gracie Hansen, who died just the other day. Ny
goodness, that stirred up a lot of interest! To my knowledge,
that was the first time that kind of stuff had been off First
Avenue. It consistently drew a big crowd, and not all frorn
First Avenue, I would have to say.

0. Were you aware of a tolerance policy on the City Council
during the war years?

Mr. Dingwall WeII, actually, the phrase originated with
Mayor Devin. It was an effort to realize that the cardrooms,
many of which still exist and the cardrooms really were the
essence of it * were the social life for a 1ot of people who
didn't belong to the Athletic CIub, where all the same kinCs of
activities were available. The thought was that these people,
too, had some kinds of recreational needs and some rights to
more or less do what they vranted to do. It was alvrays very
controversial, and f'm not at all sure we had the right answer,
but it was an intelligent effort by Mayor Devin who rvas a very
deeply religious guy. He was, as I think religious people
should be, very tolerant of other people's views and needs, and
we \irere trying to find a balance as to where to draw these
Iines.

So the tolerance policy, at least in its
origins, had to do with permitLing card games, like poker, of
some limited stake size in the licensed cardrooms of the city.
It vras a policy that concerned some people and i-t was also used
as a $reapon against the Ioiayor by people that were cynical about
it, and just wanted to get somebody else in there besides him a
political basis. But that was the origin of the tolerance
policyr ES I reca1l it.

0. Itrs interesting to me in reading the o1d newspapers frorn
the forties on microfilm hovr much time the police spent trying
to root out gambling! It just seems to have offended so many
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people. l.{ore tirne spent on that, it seems, than on
prostitutionr or any kind of vice.

b{r. Dingwall We}l, I think that the political aspects which
Irve just described briefly a minute ago had sornething to do
with this emphasis, a1so. The police were responding to various
kinds of public pressures on what the cornmunity wanted. The
mayor was not a popular figure inside the Police Department. He
seemed to them to be very moralistlc, although Irm not speaking
of all of them...

Side B

0. How would you describe the political climate? I^lhat vras
happening? What v,7€r€ the concerns then?

l"ir. Dingl.rall WelI, I think the rnost significant event that I
recall, and this goes back into the thirties' v/as probably the
advent of a reforln group called Cincinnatus. I dontt knovr if
youtve read about them or not, but they were a group of young
professional people who fielded a slate of candidates. That was
the source of Arthur Langlie's political strength. He ran as a
Cincinnatus member for City Council, and there $tere several
others elected at the same time who went in as kincl of a slate.
Mrs. F.F. Powe11, a notably strong City Councilperson' wds
elected at that time on that same wave.

It was a reform movement that came in vrith
charges of corruption in Lhe Police Department, of heavy
prostitution and gambling and that sort of thing.

I'1r. Langlie served a period on tire CiLy
Council, and then the l'{ayoralty, and finally was voted into the
Governorts office. Thatts one of the few times that any city
job here has translated i-nto political power elsewhere.

This period that werre talking about had just
seen all this "new broom" business happening in the city
government. Devinr ds I recall, was not an active Cincinnatus
person, though he was generally sympathetic to it. He and I4r.
Langlie had been friends for some time as fellovr lawyers. But
in that period, it's fair to sdy, the l,iayor's office v/as
doninated by what had begun six or eight years earlier as a
reforrn movement to clean up some of the problems the city had.

And I would say, from the reading I'-/e done
about city history that there had been need of a reform movement
of this type. There had been a kind of low-grade political
standard in manyr many respects in this city government. I
think there vras great progress made by those peoplei more than I
would normally attribute to a so-called "reform movement.tt

I think that is a reflection also of what I
believe to be a wider truth. That is that I'Iest Coast
municipalities in general, in this age at least, being younger
cities than those elsewhere, have much more businesslike and
cleaner types of city government. There is l-ess of the type of
politics which I have noted elsewhere. I don't want to mention
specific cities, but Irve noticed. elsewhere that campaiqns are
more importantly run on who has the black vote and who has the
Polish vote and the Italian vote, and all that sort of stuffr ds
against what are the cityrs needs. I think the $lest Coast has
been very fortunate that, by and larger uP and dovrn the coast
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there has been good government. Partly itts because vre haven't
been cities as long as the others and haven't had time to make
as rnany mistakes.

a. I{hen you were talking about reform movements corning in in
the late thirties, I vras at first thinking, vrhat a difficult
tiroe to reform the city, when it vras full of sailors on shore
leave and soldiers on furlough. And yet maybe wartime is the
best time to do a housecleaning like that..,

l,lr. Dingwall It might be. You see, it viasn't just a
moralistic thing. I think l'4r. Devin will be rated [quite
favorablyl eventually - though I don't know exactly where he's
rated now.

For example, the Health Department was a
city-owned agency and the primary function seemed to be - though
I'm exaqgerating a little - to get signs out on doors for
chicken pox. They had testing laboratories of various kinds.
t/e brought in a public health colonel from the U.S. Public
Health Service to modernize the Health Department. l,Ie began
active campaigns, working vrith community agencies, on the
eradication of tuberculosi-s, and of sexual diseases. It became
more of an agency for attackinE problemsr rather than just a
group of passive people r"Iho waited until they got notice of an
epidemic of serious disease, and then posted r.varnings about it.
I'm exaggerating a litt1e bit, just to make a point.

There was a radical chanqe. ttre worked out the
first agreement with the county to have a joint city-county
health service, and while that hasn't been an unlimited triumph
in aII respects and there have been problems with it, it is
still there.

We spent an immense amount of time on police
organizational matters, and city planning, and many other city
issues that were tackled in substantive vrays by l.layor Devin to
try to make them more effective city units.

And I think you may have a point that with the
general preoccupation of war, it was a good time to get our
homework done.

0, Vlhat did you think of the loca1 media? There were tons of
newspapers, in comparison to today...
Mr. Dingwall Well, I have always been a total newspaper
buff. I,'lhen I travel, I pick up every newspaper - I just love to
see what's happening! In Nevr York City at that time, I guess
there were seven or eight or nine daily newspapers. I{e had,
depending on where you stop countingr w€ had during the vrar
years the Seattle Starr ds vrell as the Times and P-I
(Post-lntelliqencer), and earlier there had been a labor papert
the Union Record.

I am one of those i'rho has not been delighted
with the shrinkage of available newspapers. I think that the
variety itself producecl - well r you were able to hold a finer
mj-rror up to r.rhat the community was really like.

0. How would you charactertze those three major ne\^/spapers in
the forties?
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b{r. Dingveall The Seattle Star was not a tabloid, but it was
closer to the tabloids that rve now know in other cities than
anything else local I can think of. It vras a rather sensational
paier i; its treatment of the news, and I thought it a very good
paper in all.

The P-I - well, at that time, I believe I'm
right that !'tilliam nandolph llearst was still alive and he ran
hi; chain of newspapers in a very personal sense. There would
be front-page editorials signed by him in all his papers and all
that sort oi tfrinq. So it ivas very much Father Hearstrs
creation. I think that one of the notable changes for the
better in the P-I, in terms of broaclening it and making it a
more effective-civic instrument and cornmentator on civic
affairs, \,{as the advent as publisher of John Boettiger. This
r+ould have been, I believe' in the late thirties- John
Boettiger v/as rearried to Anna Roosevelt, FDRrs daughter, and
they came here and lived for some years, and I have great
admiration for what he did vrith the paper. It becane a strong
investigative paper, and did some notable work.

The Times has ali+ays been a stable, f airly
conservative nevJspaper. I have l',nown intimately more people
workinE on the Times than any of the other papers.

fhey were distinctive types of papers, ancl each
one had its own mj-ssj-on. At least so far as a reader could seet
they were very competitj-ve. But the Star just couldn't hack it
eventually, though I don't rernember exactly when they dropped by
the wayside, but they just lost out in the three-way
competition. And that's a pattern that's been fairly typical
around the country.

0. Did the l.{ayorts office make much use of the print media in
bringing its policies and proposals to the people?

Ivlr. Dingwall Oh, I would say so. The City HalI reporters'
and radio - those were the days when there vras not telelvision
nerds - but the reporters came by the office every day- The
itayor had f requent nevls conf erences, and we tried our best to
get the word out.

I think it was pretty well done, and I think
that is evidenced by the fact that the history of the city
mayoralty had been a long history of very short Lerms. At that
tirne, the mayor t s terrns vras two years, and the Charter vras
amended to produce a four year term. I.Je rtere very active in the
Charter amendment. So l'4ayor Devin served three tr+o year terms
and one four year term, for a total of ten years. I would think
that itself vras some evidence that he was getting sorne of his
messagres across and finding good support for them.

A. Do you remember Victory Square...?

I1r. Dingwall Yes, thatts where Jack Gordon was.
the middle of that from first to last.

a. Was the city responsible? Ftras that that cityrs
built that littte cupola shaped bandstand that was

He lvas in

idea? l^iho
there?

I"1r. Dingwall I'iel1, the city vras ceeply involved in ltt
though i can't tell you who built the bandstand. I don't recall
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that the city did, though l don't no'or vrho else coulcl have.

0, That may well have been there before you got back...

!1r. Dingwall It might have been.
But it r+as a very busy place, and became a sort

of rallying point for major civic events. The Sonics, when they
won the championship, climaxed their big parade at Victory
Square and that was fairly recently.

Q. Personally, what did you do vrith yourself on V-J day?

l:,1r. Dingwall I vras in Vancouver on some business or other; I
canrt remember rvhy. I got a call that whatever I vras doingr I
should drop it and get back down here. There vJas no vray to
forecast - although vre had plans in terms of police and
emergency mobilization should it be necessary, and I had
particular chores that I was supposed to be responsible for.
And this thing, naturally, popped when I rvas out of town. I
don't mean to say f was tirat essential to it, but I had to get
right back dor+n here.

l.{y wife v;as vrith me for some reason, and she
remained in Vancouver ivith friends, but I had to come back down
that day, very shortly after we arrived.

It vras one of those things that vras probably
going to happen any day, but it vras hard to say in advance on
which one of those days. It was obviously the wrong time to go
to Vancouver. In any event, T came back and did whatever chores
were necessary"'There 

was a great elation al1 through the
country. It was a great relief. There vrere big celebrations
downtown, people milling around in all the favorite gathering
spots. It vras something we'd done a lot of praying for for some
time.

0. Hovr had the rvar affected your family?

l'{r. Dingwall I had, among some relatives in eastern Canada,
a deep involvement of cousins in the Canadian aspect of it. Hy
own situation and my brothers - my younger brother had physical
problems in his chest that he couldnrt handle, and I and my two
older brothers were up in our thirties, and deeply involved in
families. None of the four of us were in the service.

But in my own particular case, I was so deeply
involved in r.vhat the community and the city was doingr that that
really represented vrhere ny work lay. As I said, I had been
working for the British Information Service earlj-er, which
sounded very glamorous indeed but turned out to be an office
chore on the 55th floor of the RCA Building,

0. VJere your children o1d enough to be ar.rare of the vrar?

i",Ir. Dingvrall I viould say no. Perhaps the older one might
have been, in the later stages, but frve never asked. They lrere
coming up as little kids. I had gone through college in the
thirties, four years after the normal time because I had had
trouble getting money to go to school. So arnong my college
friends were a lot of younger people vrho vrere involved in the

Dingr+all page 12



war: I was exposed to it very closely at the level of my circle
of f riends. But ray ovrn kids - vrell r my older daughter vrould
have been five or six years old anC perhaps she has some
memories of it. Her sister was a couple years younger than
that.

Q. Did you find that food rationing or gas rationing or tire
rationing affected you directly?
i"tr. Dingwall !{eIIr w€ participated 1n it. It didn't pose
any real problems. \^le were not involved in any activity that
required long driving or long trips. i,.le had a relatively small
family, and ny vrife was an exceptionally good planner and simply
kept us vrithin l.rhatever the rules vrere.

A. Did you notice any change in your lives in the kind of
entertaining that you dicl?

I"tr. Dingwall t'ell, it was very restricted for a long tir'.'re.
l"ly recollection of it is of a very quiet period. You didn't go
out for long trips or vacaLj.ons, but just stuck pretty close.
It vras extremely difficult to justify the gasoline for a
vacation trip. But those were so rninor it cidn't seem to me
that there was any major problem that caused us any great
trauma.

a. What did you think of the Seattle art scene? This vras the
time vrhen Sir Thomas Beacharil was here...
Ivir. Dingwall i'IeII, hets alleEed to have referred to us as a
"cultural dustbinrrr though I understand therers some controversy
as to whether he actually said that or not.

I don't know whether you took a good look at
interior of the civic auditorj-um ( the current Opera
it was just a huge thing and seated six thousand
vras one of those buildings that had been designed to
different things, conventions and all sorts of

Here's a photograph of it inside. It vras
do so much thaL it did nothing well.

a. It looks like a football stadium.

!1r. Dingwall l{ellr you could play football in there. I4aybe
gradeschool kids could've played football.

But the acoustics vrere very poor, and we just
didntt have proper hornes for the arts. The Symphony Orchestra
leadership at that time was Milton ltatims as the director and
Ruth ltlcCreery as nanaging director of the symphonl'. The opera
clid not yet exist, as a society. The repertory theatre did not
exist. The ballet did not exist. The Symphony, in terms of the
performing arts, vras the driving force. Their leadersi:ip was
notable in terrns of helping secure the public backing to get. the
things done that vre did in tirne for the Fair the Opera House
change that Irve mentioned to your putting it inside that old
builaing, and many other aspects. The Symphony gave notable
leadership to the artistic development of the fair.

the actual
I{ouse ) , but
people. It
do a lot of
things.

designed to
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(a brief pause)

l.tr. Dingvrall
this cornmunity

new buildings
Ilall, and the
covered space
wide ranqe of

So ne didn't have the kind of arts thrust that
has novr.

l'ie did two things during the Fair. lnie provided
- the Playhouse, the Opera l{ouse, the Exhibition
Coliseum ior athletic events. tle hadn't had
for athletics. The availability of space led to a
activities.

The other thing vtasr in terms of performing
arts, the progranming for the Fair brought an irnmense amount of
brand-nevr, international theatre here from all over the world.
There had not been facilities for it ever before - it vras a
magic moment in the history of the city.

For that and other reasons' tne very next year
under Bagley !'Irightts leadership, steps were taken to organize
the Seatt,le Repertory Theatre. It v"'as the first one to emerge
following the Fair, and has had a brilliant record in the
cornmunity.

The Seattle Opera cane along a f er^: years later,
ancl the Ballet r.ras spawned off, of that' Of courser in the
meantime, there has been a proliferation of smaller theatres in
the conmunity. Someone in that field told me recentllz that vre

have rnore nquity actors in Seattle than i-n any other city of our
approximate-size an1r14hst. in the country. Itrs been an
exlremely healthy city from that standpoint. Irm not loading
all that on the Fair, but the Fair unquest.ionably lvas a turni-ng
!-aint vihich provided some opportunity and created some appetite
for the development of the cultural life of the community.

I must sdyr the University of i'iashington, under
the leadership of the late Glenn Hughes, rvho headed the Drana
Department for many years, and developed the Penthouse and
Shovrboat Theatres and other such facilitiesr sponsored- a very
active [theatre] prograra. 1 dontt mean to say there was nothinE
else, but by comparisons such as v/e have novir Seattle was very
lean as a cor.rmunity.

Q. It sounds li]<e the arts vlere principally limited to popular
entertainment - tire Trianon ba11room.

tir. Dingwall There was a lot of Lhat, and it was also very
characteristic of the times. I assume that sort of thing was
going on in many other communities as rvell - the dance halls out
on the highways north and south. It rvas almost all there vras
and it lvas a major recreational pattern for many peopler Ro
questJ-on about it.

But the city, since the Fair, has been cited
innumerable times as a wonderful place to live and 1 think a lot
of it sterns out of the things werre talking about here, plus the
always-present recreational opportunities outdoors-

The combination, I think, has been a rnajor
factor in the reputation the city has acguired in recent years.
ltrobody was calling it by such rvonderful adjectives forty years
dgor I can assure you of that!

0. trorty years agor vrhen the population was so svrollen with
people working in the shipyards and l"Iorking at Boeingr and
sailors on ships out here and people vrorking at Rrenerton, did
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you as a planner think that there r'rould be sharp fall- in
Seattle's population af ter the r,var?

Mr. Dingr,rall I think it was assumed that there would be.
vrould be hard to contemplate that they vrould all stick.

A. Did that materiallze?

l',ir. Dingvrall Well, I can't cite any data, but I knoi,r that
many, many people came to Seattle during that period and they
may have gone back someplace but they put this dovrn as a place
they would like to return to. I don't whether youtve run into
that or not, but it was a very' very commong thing. Sornebody
vrhose rvife was living here vrhile he vras in the service would
r.rant to return.

It

A. Yes, you're right, it

Mr. Dingvrall Generall

t s very cor$mon.

y speaking, a lot of those people clid
stick or return.

0. ??e11, in your planningr vlere you expecting that the I"Iousing
Proj ects vrould empty?

l'1r. Dingr,rall !^fell, in some iirstances, yes. Flany units of
that housinE v/ere intended for ternporary use only. Itm think'ing
of one in particular of one that I drove by for many years. I
live in Laurelhurst, and the University had constructed some
temporary housj-ng on the east side, on the flats there, and that
staye<l a long tirne. It r'ras half ernpty or more so vrhen they
finally got rid of it. And they've replaced it with some better
stuff' r must ".on.ra there was housing in the va1ley and in the
Interbay area which vras obviously teinporary and taken out. But
I don't think the city vras pessimistic about it - v/e looked upon
it that inevitably there r'rould be a drop in r'rhat had been a
concentrat.j-on here f or particular reasons during the war years.

But the history since then had been rather
notable for these people showing up again and being very good
ci-tizens of the area.

a. Boeing seems to have felt sone alarm at going Lo peacetirae
production. They were working so hard and so fast to produce
e-1 7's and B-29's that they didn't have t j-me they l+eren't
permitted to retool for after the vrar until it rn/as after the
war !

I{r. Dingwall And theyr up until those years' had not had a
notable success in competing vrith Douglas IAircraft Cornpany] for
passenger traffic. Iuty recollection is that they had not sol-d
well. The great breakthrough f or Boeinq \.ras the move into j et
planes - the 7O7 and all those - that's vrhen things really took
off for them, and they began to doninate in a v;ay that has never
stopped.

I'filliam Allen v/as the leader of Boeing at that
time and the courage they showed, and determinationr and
initiative in vrhat must have looked like very long steps into
the darkness t/as one of the nrost notable phases of our economic
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life in Seattle. Theytre a huge credit to us. Itve knor'rn a
number of the engineers who were deeply involved at that tin^te,
and they i.rere planning things vrhich are novr commonplace but
which noved this city fonrard very dramatically.

Eoeing has occasionally had its lower moments,
but, my goodness, they've played a trernendous role. i"lilliam
Al1en, in my book, is right at the heart of the leadership that
moved them f orviard.

0. Seattle has sonetimes been faulted for putting aII its
employment eggs in one Boeing basket...

Mr. Dingwall It's sornething that was not so much a design as
a set of circumstances. There they trere and they dic- this
tremendous job during the war years. This is the kind of a
conmunity, historically, that did not have a lot of population
vrorking in other kinds of industry, by percentagre of the total
population. So it was less a matter of desigin, I think, than of
circumstance 

r think there's a 1ot of very intelligent
effort going on right novr j-n planning for the future. The whole
silicon business over on the trastside, and in various places in
Oregon, is a strong rnove to balance the region's economy. _ !'Ie've
had lusrber and fishing and tsoeing for a tong time, and it's got
to be broadened, therets no question.
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