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On the back is written:

Dear Mom, Someday
yau will be real proud
of me. Love, Vivian

Yearbook picture, St. Euphrasia School
at the Home of the Good Shepherd, ca. 1960
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SIDE A

Today is February 26, 1999. Ihrb is Toby Harris. I'llbe talking with Vivian
S ufirB at tler frlrne o* Carnan+ tdard, Wad.lingtort

I'm here with Toby. Toby's here with me so we can talk about the Home of the
Gmd Shepherd rvhie-h I was in forfour and a hatf years.

,HEMAINDER OF ''SIDE A'' IS BLANK DUE TO RECORDER ERROR.
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SIDE B

So Mother John came and got me at midnight. She told me it was time for me to
get washed tp. She s** t was rearyb gio or.e i++ red He.

When yqqvere tn lQth grade?

Uh, hum.

So she didnt want you to stay and graduate?

Well, no. She just felt that I was ready to leave. I'd been there four and a half years.
I was 18 years old or just short of 'f I and she iust fett that t could make it out there.
But I wasn't allowed to go home and live so I went to live with my older sister and
her husband.

Judy?

No, Frances.

A different one.

There areT sisters. So Frances and Andy were there to pick me up that night.

Why did she have you leave at midnight?

To this day, I don't know.
What time was lights out?

9:00 PM.
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So she actually came up and woke you up and you had to pack everything? ls that
how many of the girls left?

Yes, just at odd hours.

There wasnT any kind of ritualwhen people teft at all?

No.

So you never knew when you were going to be released?

No. As far as I knew, they could keep me there forever. And that's all I knew. I

knew if the courts had the custody of me, from what I understood, they could do
whatbver they wanted witlr me. I had no syso in rny own lile. l went to live with
Frances and Andy, and I soon became the housewife and lived out the role of
mistress. He was mytirst man.

Lefs go tuc* to tfe' GM SW Tetl' me' atuttthe ffiies. Desst$e b
me when you walked in the front door. What was the feeling of the Good
Shepherd Home, the generalteelingthatyou mrght havefrom rt? Then descibe
where things were if you remember.

Strangeness.

Strangeness?

You walk in the front door, strangeness...because I didn't know about going into
Mother John's otfice...came in the front door. At that time, there was a hallway, not an
office. I came through the hallway, through the front doors and her office was to the
right, the dining room was to the left. You had to walk this lo-oo-ong hallway to get
to the Tstfrbor, 2ndfl'mr, 3rd ffoor. f went in there. Mother J'ohn introduced me to
her and Mother Agnes and Mother Serena and Mother Michael so it was kind of like
a communrty thing to meet all the nuns. And then I met Peggy, my big sister. After
that, we went upstairs to the 3rd floor. That's where my dormitory was, on the 3rd
fbor. tt ums like a w# b'tt H wm open, ktu'd of - it F# sFph@s afld str^ff ard tFere
was 15 beds on each side, in the dormitory so there was 30 girls in a dormitory.
They put me over by Mother John's side where her door was to her beclroorn.

So the nuns were right next to you?

Yes, each floor, the nuns had a quarter. Mother John's was on the 3rd floor. And
they had Hollywood becls because we had our littlestand and stutf. We had little
closgts, lockers.

What's a Hollywood bed?

9inglp beds with a stand and a shelf on it. Hollywood beds, that's what they were.
And Peggy had to staywith me for 2 weeks straight, except at night. She dlept in
the same dormitory. She hadthe bednext to me andsFnj had toshow mewhat
time I was to be thi;re for breakfast, where to go for school, where to go to work,
what the rules were, what was applied, what the rules were of swimmi-ng time - that
was. my thing there - was swimming in that heated pool. I'd never been in a heated
@ qr nqf tre Aft.O f w€rtrql thereir mi#freeziqg'winterard s:wafn ttwesitrsttFe
most fascinating thing I'd ever seen in my life.
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So it was open all year roypd?

Yes. But there was a fence all the way around the yard in back and the statue of
[4o*Er Mary inthewayback wrer. Tbuatswhere I wertover tteroltterewhen t
ran. We haiJ the yard, the actMties to walk and play and do things that kids do. But
we didn'tdo kid things. Wediddumb things.

Did you ever have contact with other schools? Other Catholic schools?

No. When we had dances, we danced with each other. We were never allowed
any contact with other sdrmls.

But you had dances?

Yes, she let us have dances, as long as it wasn't obscene or anything, it was fine.
We had whatwecalled Truth and Dare too. luntelligibte] --..,.whatever you told
you didn't get in trouble for it. fiaughter] Couldn't get over that.

Tell me who the nuns were....Mother John who was the director, who ran the home
and then there were teachers- And then there was a house mother?

There was a house mother but the nuns were the teachers. They didn't have
schoottemhers. TherRJrH$\ Feretheteachers. t krer+ Mother SeFena, n4dher
Agnes, Mother Sebastian, two of my teachers.

Were they traditional classrooms? How many kids were in the classes?

About 15. There wasn't a big class. We had our math, our science, our spelling,.our
Englisfl our history lt was more than just Mother Serena and Mother Sebastian for
teachers but ... Mother Serena and Mother Sebastian and Mother Agnes and
Mother Mlchael, there were a couple, I can't think of their names, but I loved them
and adored them. They were good to me. It took me about 6 months, Toby, to
learn that these people really cared. I didn't have to go around the corner, I didn't
have to wonder if I was going to be beat up, I didn't have to wonder if I was going to
be punished for something I didn't do. They taught me what caring was about.

So though there was one girl once who was making the moves on you, you really
didn't have a problem with that? lt wasnt a eommon daily thing where you...

No. Because I'm a very blunt, outspoken person and my belief was that you just
did no€ d+ that I Fjs* said F y+r keep eornmg at me, f re going t+ f rbklrg Furt yo+. I
said, I am not gay. lf you choose to be gay, that's your business but you leave me
alone. That was how we woukl allget. Theyditln't like me, theyd stayoutof my
path.

So for the most part, you felt safe there?

Yes, I was. I can remember when I got out of Good Shepherd and I went to
Frances' house, I was tweaked. That was the word I used then but I was scared to
death, Ttre doors werent locked, there were nobars on the windows. Anybody
could come in your house. I was freaked. lt took me a long time to get used to that.
I liked the security there [at the Good Shepherd] because I wasn*t going to be hurt. I
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knew as long as those bars were on those windows, and those doors were locked,
nobody could get at me.

So they had bars on the windows? On allfloors?

Oh, yes. And they only opened that much....the windows did. Any further and the
belts went off.

But you thought of the bars as keeping other people-

Out. Yes, I did. lsn't that strange?

No.

But ldid.

Did you ever go in the front?

Oh, yes. W'e were -

Was there a gate?

No. \^ffveffi you eo{r}e tp to GCIod Shepferd, jnq..r pt^*bd up in tfe ckiveway and it
was a rounci circle. lf she knew that we weren't going to run or take off, we were
allorued in thefrorrt. I only ran once. That was erough for me. I seen alot of
sadness there. I've seenalot of things that I didn't think were right. But I was
nMty. ['ve always @n tjke thaf alt my lifq T.oby, even as a little cf"$ t can
remember sitting on the front porch in Marysville thinking about things that wonied
me. I was always like this. Today I have bigger questions.

What did you do at holiday time?

I stayed there.

Were there less people there?

Yes, alot of the kids were home for the holidays. Because they earned the right.
But I djdn't want to go home - once I got settled in there. Only one time I got so
mad at Mother John. She put me in a corner and I was there for a week and a half.
And she was about ready to ship me out, to Chehalis. And I didn't want to go to
Chehalis so I knew t better get off my butt and t befter apotogze to ftat woman.
And I did because I didn't want to leave there, Tobv. I neveiwanted to leave there
when I left. I was secure there. They loved me; they didn't hurt me. lcryrng] They
took care of me. Sorry.

Oh, ifs fine.

I have alot of things to give back for now. What am I crying for? I just wish today
that they hadpbceetikethaf Abtcf messed up kidscu.^rt hera &$ t dorft knour
what to tell you. We wore a uniform, got it here in my wallet.

You have that picture.
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We had a white blouse, blue dress and buck shoes. And then we got to wear our
orrun clothes after dinner, qot to wear our cAfin clothes lor lunch too and wear our own
clothes on the weekend.-When you knew you were going to have parlor, !'d put n1y

hair t4a on aWdnesday n€lrt in idlers and bave ilLntil Sstday muning tla€hterl
Wheri I pierced my earS wiih a needle, stuck a needle through and then put a piece
of hairbiush in so MotherJohn couldn't see it, tryrng to hide it, you know. And then I

put the tattoo on my knee because I was mad at her, like I said.

I thought the front yard was the most beautiful place.

The front yard? I was going to ask you whether there were the special places in the
building or on the grounds that you-

Yes, there was for me. The front yard was one of them because it had this tree and I

didnt know what it was for years. Now I know - ifs a monkey tree. And I had never
seen one in my life. And I thought it was so gorgeous. And then another favorite,
my favorile opt ef dl was going utr and sising with. the statue of the Moffter Maqf
That was so beautiful and so serene. And it was so peaceful. lt was never abused
there. They never allowed anyone to abuse her spot - the new girls who came in,
that thought they were bad, she found out they weren't bad fiaughter].

And then I had a special place on the 3rd floor, above, in the attic. I used to like to
go up and sit. I used to tell all the new girls about the dead nuns up there. We used
to scare them.

Ififas thaf trre rooms tmare nexffo tfre drapd?'

No. That was the attie upstairs.

Even higher up?

Higher up, yes. There was an attic up there.

So you could get up there?

But you weren't allowed in there. And we used to tellthe girls to sneak in, there
were goblins in there, the nuns were in there, Scare the hell out of them-

Did the nrJns ever take you on outings?

No. The nuns never left there except to, if they had to go somewhere, they went
butotherwise the nuns never left there.

Did people from the outside come in and entertain you or educate you?
Who. earne irl ? W.ho 6ams-fso{:F} the o$skile?

Our families.

Okay. That's all. What about other professionals? What about medical care?

No. That was all done right there. The doctor and stuff, it was all right there. Dentist-

So a doctor would come and visit, dentists too?
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Yes, that was the first time I was ever molested. That's what I call it today. He was
the dentisft. He had me fleaningl back andthen he put his hands donm my shirt. And
| "went off". And after that, Mother John, and see, again, she didn't believe me.
$e blie.vd him". And after that- t said "if yor ever leav,,e me in. this rmm. with. him.
again alone, l'll kill him". That was a big word with us, was "kill". Because I'd never
had anybody touch me. So after that, she never left me alone; she knew lU throw a
fit. Nope, we never went outside for a doctor. The eye doctor, physical doctor, if
we were sick, they were brought in.

Was there a special room that was used?

The isolation room.

Where was that?

It was up on the 2nd floor. lt was like a hospital room. We called it the isolation
room-

Was it used far other things too?

No.

Like for isolation?

It was used for, I don't know, before I went there, my sister was there. I heard honor
stories of thatplace. There was tunnels underneath the building but they'd kick them
down there and hose them down, like firemen's hoses, to punish them but I don't
believe that. But that's what I heard. My sister, Judy, totd me the same thing.
Years ago, I bet bad things like thathappened. But I don't know, Toby, my 4 years
there, those nuns were good people. I've seen alot of their hearts broken, here with
the girls. Hurting...even me...when I was in that @rnerfor a week and a half, I

deserved to be in that corner. I hurt Mother John.

Now why did you sit in the corner?

I had a little charge, a little sister and she was gpy. We weren't lovers or nothing, but
shewasgay- Mother Johndidr:tlike.her. SHdidrit,likethisgirl and [don:tkr,a\#
why. She shipped her otf to Chehalis and I was mad. I just threw a fit; I was so
angry because this girl was trying to change and in my oirinion, Mother John made a
mistake. She did the wrong thing. So I ended up in the borner because I called her
a frickingnun. Arld she was going to hit me and I said "go ahead". She stopped
herself.lt I nao of sat there aJewinore days, lU a beentown to Chehalis ah'd I

didn't want to be there because there was-alot less hurting at Good Shepherd
House. That was not where I wanted to be. My younger sister was in Chehalis.

Wiafwas in Ahefiatis?'

Girls' home but it was alot rougher. lt was like prison life.

When you were there, the girls that were at the Good Shepherd Home, were they
dlsurLrete*d2

No. Theyrrueren't all court referred. Some were court-referred; some were private
refened. This one little girl came in, she was 12 years old and her parents put her

6
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there because she wet the bed. But she had never heard dirty jokes, she had
never been around anything rough orfrightening. She hadnt ever said theword
"damn". But inside of 

-6 
mohths,-she was one of the toughest little broads there. At

thaftirnq l. nsrer: tho,€trt ab,.Lthasthingg brfr when l.tlnink back nou4 whala
waste. What a shame. That her parents locked her up for peeing in the bed. They
not only got a child back, but they gOt a nffian back. There's alot of situations where
peoptedi-dn't belong there. Theie-are alot of situations where the girls did belong
there. I was glad I was there. Because I truly believe today I'd be a drug addict or
worse, I'd be dead. These [my] kids saved my life. I don't want to get separated
from these kids. I've come a long way, girl.

Did you have to go to chapel?

Yes. We weren't forced to do their religion. We were askedthat we respect, you
kncnal-.--l did my own Bible and I sat in the church but I didnt participate in the
Catholic religion because I didn't believe in communion. I didn't believe you could
walk in on Saturday nights and confess yaur sins or Friday nightor whalever, then
walk in Sunday mcirning, take communibn and be all fixed. .-.. we were never forced
to participate in the Catholic ceremony. We were just asked that we respect their
religion as well as they respect ours. And that's what I did.

Andtlley requiied Wu fo attendT

Yes. We didnt have Sunday school class or nothing like that. We just had mass
and they just asked us to pray and we all had church on Sunday morning.

What about daily?

We didn't have to go daily. But they had mass but those that didn't go were either
in setrml or altheir job Onaor the other. But-on Sunday, wedid

When did you do your job?

After school. We got out around 2:00 or something - I don't remember. And we
rarent toour-Jobs"a;d didox jnbs ar.d then had.dinri'er-

So you didnt have any other responsibitities or chores that you had to do?

No, just to keep my part of my bed clean, my bed made, beds had to - you
bunced quarters-off of those-Ms. Thatls.how tigrht they had to be-mads Yould
keep things in order and then if you got extra jobs doing trustee tlrings, theyd let
you do that. I did the mail one time.

Did you get mail every day?

Yes and the letters were read. And if she didn't approve of it, we didn't get it.

What about letters that you sent out?

They were read. And if she didn't approve of them, they didn't get send out.

So if you were a trustee, you got to deliver the mailto everyane?

Oh, yes. I stole the maif once, god forgire me.
7
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You stole it from where?

From MotherJohn's office, all of it. Because I was, this guy from Greenland was
ryftingto"meaneLshe wouldnlt giv.ame-his letters" And l wantd-ttxern

He was a penpal?

He was a penpal, but I didn't know that at the time. She wouldn't give me those
letters" So t $€nt in Fer dficewhen sbewasnlt areu,mdand-l stoledl otthamail ar.Id
went in the bathroom and opened up all the letters and then ripped them up piece
by piece and flushed them down the toilet. She never knew to this day. I never did
it again either. There were things we weren't supposed to do. We'd go out on
parlor and bringthings back in our hair and underwear, cigarettes and stuff that we
weren't supposed to bring in and we would trade or help somebody run away. lf
they wanted to run away, we'd all help. And the one thing you did not do is you did
not stealfrom anybody, from girls, that was a code. You did not steal and you did
not lay blame on somebody else. Cause if you did that, the girls gotcha. I know
because lstolamoney myfirsf day [-was in there-before f ranaruvay.' Trust me; they
didn't like it.

They didn't have caseworkers or counselors or anybody coming in for any of those
Erls?

No. lt was Ms. Kelsey put me in there and that was it. I never had a caseworker. I

was ordered by the court to be there and that's where I was. When you became a
ward of the court, that was it. They either decided to put you in a foster home or they
lreked y.eu.r-upand-that.waslhsend of it-

Did you think of the Good Shepherd Home as a prison?

No, I didn't. lt was home. First home I ever knew. I learned alot, at times. I learned
abt o[ things-therethat = I rernember- reading my first dirty-book there- Thalwas-
quite an experience - "Fight White Collaf', that was the name of it. I rememberl had
all these funny feelings. I had no idea what they were about. But, in tad, that was
the first dirty book I ever read. No counselors. You wanted to talk to somebody,
you talked to a nun- Like I said, Wallace Prim, was allowed to come and see me
anytime he wanted to. And that was unusual. For some reason, Mother John really
liked him. lf she liked you, you had it made. lf she didn't like you, stay out of her
way. I've seen the woman pick up a 300 pound girland throw her down a hallway.
She got caught piercing her ears. And what Mother John said, it went. That was the
taw. tnfacfi what any of the nuns said went I'rerne'rnber twing Mother Micfiaef to
death. Mother Michael, Mother Agnes, Mother Serena. They were just the e,oolest
nuns. Michaelwasalittlething, youknow. Sheusedtoalwaysbelrurryrng, always
running - not running but just walking really fast. She was in charge of the laundry.

They allware their habits then?

Oh, yes. I can remember one time I peeked and I saw Mother John in her
nightgown andier- hair. t wasnilsupposed.to-see-that- Br.rt,t wanted.lo-- She,had
her hair cut real short like a man. Because they weren't allowed to have long hair.
They only wore habits.

Do you have anything else you want to say about Good Shepherd?
B
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I loved it there, Toby. I was sad when I left because I was going out into a world I

didn't kncnar. And believe me, lVe been there, lle been around the block. When l,
my whole life, I didn't know who I was, what I was about. They had no counselors,
they-hadno way. of-helptng-the-girJsJindsulwhothey-were-oi-what theyuerer
about. That wasn't done meanly, it was just you were a ward of the court, you were
locked out and they had the "say so". I don't think they took the time to...that's the
only ditference that I would do. lf I ever inherited the money, Toby, I would open a
Good Shepherd Home. I would and there would be staff cjf couriseling peo[rle
there to help these girls understand why they are where they are and what they're
into. And we did not have that. That was the only flaw as I $rew older that I could
ever see in that place, was the counseling. When you're tocked up and 14 years
old, you're a kid. You're a little child. Youknow nothing. And when you're locked up
for4 years of'your lffe;youwalk out and-still knowingndhing. Why was'f punished?
Why was I locked up? Who am l? What am l? I knew nothing. And I learnt the
hard way. I was never into drugs; I did my drug time btrt I learned tife, the way it
worked. I got married. I went to Minnesota, I stayed, they all left. I lived on the
streets; l.wasnever*aprostitute,- They.taughtme valuesand mords there,- But l-
learned how to survive in this world. And I learned the hard way. I didn't know
anybody so I went on the streets and I lircd with winoeand they taugrht me how to
suMve, how to take care of myseff. I had a cop living at my motel so I could.

3 RU'2
SIDE A

I didn't know anybody so I lived on the streets and I lived with the winos and they
tzugrht ,nre how to survivq tzugft rne how-to tak+care of rnyseff.. I had a cop that
used to be living at my motel so I could..,...

I did street counseling for 11 years in Minnesota.

What are you doing now?

Now.l'm raising these kids and hoping to get registered for schoolfor Fall so I can go
to school and become a licensed counselor. Because I want to eventually open my
own place. I want to work with CPS but notfor CPS.- ldOn't wantto sitin hnbmce-- t
work every day with kids. I work every day with parents. Let me get in my
briefcase so I can slrcwyou what I do.

Alright

Then I can show youwhat I do.

TAPE OFF FOR SEVERAL SECONDS.

It's a picture of you in your uniform?

Yes, l'llfind it and then l'll send it to you. okay? l'll do that. I don't look so cute
anyway._

This is what I do. This is our Wendy's? that I go to. I work volunteer for Skagit
Mer'*a+ Helth asavolunteer to open nau proEarnsand-to eloseold ones.

You're a Wer counselor? For children?
I
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And parents.

Around sexual abuse r'ssues?

Yes. And then I have-

You feelthat if you hadn't had that experience at Good Shepherd-

I wouldn't be here. I wouldn't. That's the thing that people can't understand about
me is that because I give so much for what they did for me. They gave me a life
and they gave me values and morals and I didnt have that. t think today, my dad
tried, in his own roundabout way, but you don't take a child like he did me when I was
9; he senf melookinglor Cheryl, Tory and Penny and hesaw me-pick an apple off-
a tree. When I came home, I got a switch and when he got done with me, I was
bleedtng so bad that he had to hicle rne for a month. ln them dale, parents got
away with that.

So physical abuse as well as sexual abuse were your interests.

Oh, yes. This is why I'm tryrng to get a group going. lt's called T-TOP. I need
5,000.signatures=beforel can gototheBoardor go to.CUympia_ I wanLtogetsCIne
laws reversed. I think that parents are losing very much control of being parents to
their own children because the state is way too involved. A child runs away, they
don't look for them. A child hits their mother, they go to Dennys Youth Center. Or if
a child hits a mother and she presses charges. the child goes to Denny Youth
Center. The mother and father are not altowed by law to spank their children. You're
not allowed by law to do anything but 1,2,3 magic and that's putting them in the
corner. But when a child reaches 15 years old, how are you going to put them in a
corner if they don't want to be there?'

What kind of control do you want to give parents now?

I want them to be able to say that she don't want to be here, just like my 10 year old
in there* Lastweek we-gof into-*areally.big-row-and-l got-so-mad,-l saidl'thafsit,
Alan. I've had enough. l've had enough of your mouth, your attitude, your looks..."
And I put him over my kneeand I spanked him. And he started screaming bloody
murdeir. "l don't want to live here. I don't want to be here." I said 'that's fine]we'llfi'x
thatu I took him in the front room and I made him call
and they couldn't even coherent him. I didnt beat him but you just look at him the
wrong way and he'll start screaming. And that's okay too because that's part of his
feelings. Anyruay, I got on the phone to her and I explained to her what was going
on, that I wanted him to understand, I'm your mother. I'm not here to abuse you. I'm
here tc help you to grow. But'you can'tabuserne.- So if you don't wanFto be-in this
home, then we'll put you somewhere where you can be s-afe, so you're not out on
the streets. So they canTe out here and talked bohim; there'sbeen a ttral cl'range.
Because he found out that, hey, you can't call the police. That don't work here no
fflOfB;-

Kids today - they have so much control over their parents. Their parents have so
rntieh{ear -well, if thit hirn or'direiplinehirn or-takesemeShing anay{rorn-hh, lm in-
trouble. Not the kid. So I want to reverse the laws. I don't want parents beating
their drildren" That's not the ansraer. But I want them to come togetfer as famity ard

10
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skil communicating as families. And I don't want the parents to have to have that
lear cf being haded cff to jail every time they decide tbtake corfrrol €f the children.

I'm a meanie. We have a pretty good rapport around this house. These kids saved
rny-life. And Guidos. My son la$ rughtgav+rne-..-.told u$how^mueh h+loved
me, that he knows, he believes and that he feels that if it hadn't been for me, he'd
probabty be,intodrugsor be in jail or somewhere tday. And-that lm his mother.
And then he told me that when they call me names at school, he says "you know
what, yeah, thatls my biological mother. Now you're tatking about my mom." From
a 13-year-old's mouth, you don't expect that kind of brains. I'm actually very proud
and it makes me proud to know that because of him and Ed and Burgundyand Alan,
lam where I am today.

And I want to go out and fight this world and l wantb tigtht fior our kids and t wantbur
unity back. Piobably a big dream in my head but, I want that unity, we need unity in
our family. We need to know that we are a family and we're there for one another. I

like my life. I love what I do with my life. I like who I am. Took me a long time to get
there. []aughterl Andevery day that God gives me another My I just enio,y it I do
my own little things off to the side too, that I have my private time for. I'm not no
perfect human being, lfm far'from being per{ect. I look at children as people, as
human beings, not as something that we own because we don't. God gave them to
us as a gift, Ard he rnust have been thinking alotof powerfulthings when it got to
meeting these kids, cause these kids have been through things I still can't fathom in
my life, how they survivedit

When you look back now as an adult, at the Good Shepherd nuns, why do you think
that it did rnake-yoa{*l-saie?

Because they showed me, they taught me that they cared about me. And they-

How did they show you that they cared?

By, if I had a problem or something, I could go to them without tear of being
backhanded against the wall or if I needed something, I could go to them and say
that without the backhand against the wall. I grew up I didn't ask for Kotex from my
parents, I didn't ask for a bra from my parents, I didn't ask for nothing-from my-
parents because I was afraid of being hit. I don't know if that makes any sense to
you, but going into Good shepherd and being there for a certain amount of time, I

began to feelvery safe. Wasn't going to be beat up no more; I could make a
mistake and not be abused for it. You know what I'm saying?

That first time when I put Tinkerbell through that glass door, I thought I was going to
prison. ldi{l. Andlwasscared. BrfiMdherJohn, hadbeenwatching,thesee+refor"
a few weeks down the road, so she knew what was going on. And what I did wasn't
right but she probably put rne in a position where it was either fight for myself or
lose any respect for control of my own fate in that place and that meant that any of
the girls could match, and I couldnt have that. So I put her through the glass door. I

risked 5 months of getting my first parlor, 5 months. But I couldn't take it. But Mother
John said... she should have iaken the parlor, my right; I should have lost it because I

broke the rules. But she explained that she understood what was going on and she
had been watching the scene and that I wasn't going to lose parlor. I think right then
and there l knew, this is what you call "home". lt was a God-given thing. God had
me there.

11
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I have 7 sisters and one c'f them I like. I don't hate them, I'm just not part of their
lives. I have 1 brother that I like because he atwaystakes care cf his kids. And I
have a twin brother I'd like to find. My life is here, these children and what I can do for
kidsout-tlrere- Thal's-whallfd,like -to do, rarhat J. got at the God" Shepherd.

TAPE OFF SEVERAL SECONDS.

We decided one day, this black girl, I don't remember her name but she had this
teddy bear. And we decided it was old and decrepid andneeded to be buried, that
it had died. So 285 girls got together one day, went outside by Mother Mary the
Magdalen, the shtue, dug a hole ard buried her, this teddy bear ard gave it the
whole mass, whole funeral, the whole thing. And Mother John allowed it. We were
allowed to do silly things like this.

One time we helped a girl go over the fence right in front of Mother John and the
nuns, And theytold us if we helped her we'd be punished. And we didntt care.
She was gone. And we stood right there while she went over the fence, wouldn't let
no-one stop her. And we usedtodig holes in the gras$ and smoke cigarettes.
flaugher] What do you call those birds that dig down in the ground? Thafs what we
looked like - ostriches. [hughterJ ltwas so funny-

Did you say that girl whose teddy bear it was, she was the first black girl-

I've ever met. I had never seen a black girl. That's where I learned to dance. She
taught me how to dance and l:m agood danc€r, even today. ln fact, she tried to set
me up with her brother but I wouldn't go that. My dad was a very prejudiced man -
you only wentwith white, even though welre-moJe- lndian that,wearewhite.

Kitchen duty - I never did kitchen duty but one girl in there one time pissed in the
eake batter. And sewed it b-the Rurls, Thafs honid now.when lrou think about +t btit
we had our ways of getting even when we were mad. We did it. But it was the
new girls that was the bigEest kick. They'd come in and we'd sornetimes scare all
those new girls so bad. They would be freakin'. Like, one time, I got scared, the
whole dorm on my side - it started with this new girl, this 1 1 y.ear old thatcame.in.
We didn't realize it until about 3 weeks afterwards. At 2:00 every morning, we'd
wake up to this sound like somebody_was crawling.across the brick wall on the 3rd
floor, I mean, we scared oursetves to death in that place at times. For weeks and
weeks this went on. And finally we just couldn't take it anymore so we made Mother
John get up and hear it. Here it was the new girl griiling her teeth. Oh, God. We
thought there was a monster out there. Because this was a Home of the Good
Shepherd where God took eare of everything and things liketh'is didft-t happen.
And if they did happen, they were real.

We watched a girl, a girl come in from Alaska, she was what they calla habitual
ruRaway; Sle ran away all the tirne- And she $arted running trom the l-lome and .

she kept running. Well, it was about 5:00 in the morning, I wbke up for some damn
reason, ldon't knowwhy, but I looked.out of-my window and,there was a body.out
in the yard. Pachenkos had gotten ahold of her - a gang. She ran away and the
gang Pachenko got aholdof her and thay raped her and I mean every one of them
raped her and when they got done, they shoved coke bottles up inside of her and
then when they were done with the body. they threw it back into Good Shepherd's
yard. That's where they found her. lt was the saddest thing because she just ran
away. She was a habitual runaway. She wasn't a bad girl, she just ran away all the
time' 

12



vrvrAN (BURROWS) SHERBURNE

When someone in the family died, we all grieved for that person. We were a family.
\lile were a unrty. Bad or good, liked or nst, whenthings eame downto it, we were
together there, all one. lt didn't matter. When I say, clique, it's like gangs today.
When you're in a girlsihome or if you're in a private school, you have your prjvate
cliques. lf you fit in, you fit in, if you don't, you dont. You better learn to make it on
your own. Or you ain'tgonna survive it And I learned to make iton my own. I was
never a full trustee because I didn't want to be. I didn't want to take that priviledge
and abuse it. Because I knew I would. That was j_ust the way it was. But I didn't
ever want to run away again either. I knew I was safe there. I wasnt safe out there.
Even at 18 when I did leave there, I didn't feel safe for a long time. Because that bar
wasn't there. Those tocked doors weren't there.

We used to bring in cigarettes in our hair and in our Kotex and we'd sneak booze in
once in awhile and you didn't rat on anyone in there unless it was....when I ratted on
Jud]4 I felth was necess?ry. And l got the hell beat of me for h. And t took it
because that was the law, you didn'twreck it and you didn't steal. You did that and
we got-you for it, You did-that you did that on .youF own; And I did steal-trom that-
one girl; never did it again. I stole money from her, to have alot outside. I got beat
up bad, for ratting on Judy Jr.ldy Smith.

You got beat up by Judy?

Oh, her and a few other girls. Wasn't just one when they came after you. lt was a
graup rowe. Andyoutookit. lf youwantedto survive, youtookthe beating. And I
took it and we became best friends after that.

What did the nuns do?

Nothing.

They would iust ignore the fight?

Yep. lt was never done in front of the nuns:'

They might see thatyoa had injuries?

Oh, yes. weld tell them we walked into somethlng. Thds what it was, that was the-
law there. I think being new... they accept it as well as we accept it. You follow the
rules, youstayout-of trouble, ldidn'tthink I'dbetheremorethanayear, lwasnlta
bad girl. I didn't do nothing wrong. But I was there for 4 years. I had no teenage life.
I had-no young adultlife ldidnltknor what.datingwas I swear toGodwhen I
walked out of that building, the first thing I'd see as a man, I'd kiss. Because I'd never
kissed a man before. But I didn't.

END OF TAPE.
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HOME OF GOOD SHEPHERD PROJECT

VIVIAN SHERBURNE
TAPENO.5Rl/1
lnterviewer: Toby Haris
Location: Camano lsland, Washington
Date of lnterview: March 23, 1999

TRA-NSCHPT'" '

5R1/1
SIDE A

Today is March 23, 1999. l'ltbe talking with Vivian Sherburne as a supplementto
our last interuiew. fhrs,b Toby Harris. Vivian is a former resident of the Good
SWJerd Home, We're in Carnans Island; Washrngton.

Wvian, you lived in the convent from about 1959 until 1963.

Yes, I did.

And this is your pidure at that time. And how old were Wu in this picture?

Fourteen.

Fourteen and where was this taken?

Home of the Good Shepherd.

Did they take pictures of each person that came in?

Yesand we lrcrd.ourunnual yearbooks too. I tost mine, in Minnesota.

So fhls was the picture that was in the yearbook?

Yes. That was the picture that was in the yearbook. Something I've held onto from
tltere.

And you're wearing a uniform?

Yes, blue dress, white blouse, buck shoes. That was our uniform.

Tell me about your childhood and how you ended up at the Good Shepherd.

I came from a dysfunctional childhood. Alot of beatings, alot of sadness. My
parents didn't know how to raise us. And I ran away_finally. And thafs when Mrs,
Kelso, my caseworker, decided that I needed to be placed in the Good Shepherd.
Because they didn't want me back with my dad^ He was pretty violent with us kids.
He didnt know how to raise kids. He worked hard, brought money in, did the best
he could but he just didn't know how to resume with 10 kids. He didn't spank us
when we were babies. He didn'f discipline us when we-were little. I was about I
years old when I got my first whipping. I was 9 years old when I got my first, well, I

gotmy firstand tasfbeatingfrom myfatfer. He beatme toa blsody pulp. l tooked
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like a zebra when he got done with me. And he hid me in the basement for a month.
I didntt goto schoolfor a month.

How many brothers and sisters do you have?

I have 7 sisters and 3 brothers.

And where were you?

ln the middle. I have a twin. There's 2 sets of twins. Frances and Frank are twins,
and me and Charles are twins- But he didn't beat me again like thar He slapped
me around but he never beat me like that again. I was told later on in life that it was
because I looked up at him and I said, "if I Iive long enough, I'll killyou." I shocked
him. Sdhe never tOuched me again. I mean, he whipped me but lre didn'tgto to
the extremes with me that he did the other kids. I was an angry kid. Then when they
locked me up, I was real mad. OFr, I was mad Betpuse I didnt.feef f had a right to
be locked up because I was being beat up. So they put me in there.

My first day, I ran, with Barbara Cramer. I had a "big sister", Peggy was her name. I

deint remernber her last name. Bt$ each new person that colnes inthere gEm a big
sister. And she shows you the ropes and she shows you what you're supposed to
do and what youire not-supposed to do and if we get in trouble, she loses her
points or her parlor. So she lost her parlor big time when I ran away. But I was back
the sarne day- They picked rne up in abathroom.

Who picked you up?

The police. And they told me I could do it the easy way or the hard way. And I

said,. "well, we'll go the hard !vay-" And I went back in handcuffs because I wasnlt
going to go back.

And that was the same day that you-

Yes. A couple of sailors picked us up and kicked us out of their car because they
knew we were runaways from the Good Shepherd and they didn't want to mess
with us. But it took me about a month to settle in there finally. I did. I didnt run away
again. But I didn't make it real easy for them either, for about 2 to 3 months. And the
girls didn't like me because I was the loner there and I fought back. 5 of them nailed
me on the steps one day. They were going to beat me up and I just said, "come,
bibhes.;-:you-wantto beatrne up, come on .1'm ready for'you." Andtheycame
after me and I wailed.

So there was some kind of initiation when you first got there?

Oh, yeah. You had your cliques. See, people think that at girls' homes, girls', boys'
plac,es like thal thatthey're run by the people - they're not. They're run by the kids
in there. So are your prisons. They're run by the inmates. They're not run by the
wardens or stuff like that. That's not true. We had our own cliques and I don't like
cliques. And I don't like people hitting other peopte or thinking they're better than
other people so I just stayed by myself .

What were some of the codes....
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I'lltellyou what you don't do when you're there. You don't run away and stealfrom
the other girls, Beeause t did. I stole money when I ran away from there and thafs a
no-no. You don't snitch. You keep your mouth shut. lf somebody is planning on
runnhg-away, you don't tell on them. I did once. Becausemy girlfriend,-Judy SmitFr,
ran away with this other girl, I can't remember her name. And she fell3 stories down,
the one girl did. And then Judy wentdown and got her, caried her to the hospital
She broke her back. So I snitched on her for it. But I never did that again. I never
did that agaln. lf something _came up, I left it alone. But we snuck in cigarettes.
Some girls even snuck in booze sometimes there. lt was funny. lt was my home.
After I settled in, Good Shepherd saved me. I will believe that for the rest of my
life. That had it not been for me being at Good Shepherd, there's no telling where
I'd be today. I wouldn't be here. Andi know that. I know inat tor a fact.

We did some dumb things in there and we had some good times. We did some
srllythmgs, I wenttoschoslthere. I werEthrough tlne l0thgrade. Msther Agnes
wanted me to stay one more year and they would have put me in the 12th and I

would have graduated. But I didn't want to do that. I wanted to get out. They were
good people. Mother Serena, Mother Agnes, Mother Michael, she was one of my
favorites. Mother John was my favorite. She was head of the girls, all of ug She
sure put up with alot.

She was there allthe time?

Oh, yes. They were there 24 hours a day. We had a house mother too. She
caused a girl to commit suicide there. And it was never spoken of and never dealt
with. Because things tike that didnttappen in front of the nuns'faces. Tfpy didnt
accept those kinds of things. And for people to think that was a home for unwed
mothers - itwasnt- We had'one unwed mother inttere and'she was only there firr 2
weeks and then she was shipped out. Good Shepherd was for girls that ran away,
girls that were abused-at fprne, beatrp ard sttff tike that. Judy Smith,-my best**
girlfriend there, she was put in Good Shepherd because when she was a little girl,
she accidentty burnt her familys horne down. And from the time Judygrew up until
the time the Good Shepherd got her, she lived in 1 room in the house. She was not
allowed b eatwith"the family; she was not allowedto associate-withthe family;.she-
was not allowed to talk with the family; she went to school; she came home; she
went to that room- Until somebody finally called it in and she got out of there- They
put her in Good Shepherd. They figured that was the safest place for Judy.

Some of the girls were there because the nurt referred them aN others were there
for their own protection?

Yes. And then there was girls who didn't belong in there. They didn't belong being
there. T-he youngest one, I think' was 1:l . She was 1O or-t 1 years eld. And she -
was put in there for wetting the bed. lf that isn't a stupid reason, I don't know what is.
Shedidn't know nothirq when she came in there. By 3 months time, that was a hard
core little girl. She had so much anger in her.

And then we had our cliques, like Vita Chapman, Dotty and allthose girls that ran the
Home of the Good Shepherd- Vita Chapman, I remember real well, didn't like her.
And I didn't like Barney because she was Vita Chapman's slave, per se. And I had
one girl come after me in there, wanted me to run away with her and get married.
flaughter] That was awfUl. Si]e, I didn't believe in those kind of things. I didn't
believe in gay people. Now it doesn't bother me but when I went in there, I had
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been brought up that it was not acceptable. I really didn't know about it but ljust
knsrv it was wrong.

Was there alot of sexual activity going on there?

Oh, yes. I can remember the first time I walked in, caught 2 girls together. I got sick.
I puked, I was so sick. I had.nercr...thatls when I knewthat those.things were wrorg
Oh, yes. They had that there. Mother John didn't accept it but it went on. No
different than any other place. Girls, they're just as human. I was.never involved
sexually but I seen alot of it go on. Some of it was forced by the girls.

These girls were tough; they weren't some little "meecy mov4/" otf the street; they
were tough girls and you either survived there or you didn't. lt was not any different.
We did alot...l liked theGood Shepherd. I thougrht the place was Eeat. Brjt I knew
my boundaries with the other girls and I did my own thing. I got in that one fight.
Wel[ I got in a couple of fights. I threw a girl out of the bathroom door one time.
She wouldn't leave me alone. And that's when I was first in there. She would not
leave me alone. We'd call herTinkerbell. She wouldntleave me alone. Finally, t

got mad. She caught me in the bathroom and Ijust picked her up and threw her right
through a glass door. And lthought-l was going to lose-rny.parlorforthat But I

didn't because Mother John knew the situation.

I was probably one of the only girls there who was ever allowed to see a man there.
Andgo oulpador w-ith hirn. And to thisday, I'm notsure-why- except thatJ knew
Mother John really liked him. He was my sister's ex-husband and he came up there
with my sister once to visit me. And then they goJ separated. Wallace Prim was his
name. And he used to come up there and see rne and take me out on parlors. He
even otfered to run away with me once. Hide me until I was 18. I didn't want to do
that because I didn't wantto get him in trouble. Mother liked Wallace Prim for some
reason. I could see him in the evening; I could see him on Saturdays when I wasn't
supposed to; wlenever he got a chance to come in, I got to see him.

Tell me what parloris and"what some otthe-oher rttuals"were:

Parlor' ls where you go in. . .. .okay, first ycnr get a big sister and tFen you Fuave to earn
parlor. lt took me 5 months to earn my first parlor. That's where you earn stars, 4
gold stars a month. lf you get 4 gold stars, then you get? hours parlor, outside the
Home of the Good Shepherd.

So parlor is leaving the Home?

Yes, or you get to visit inside. lt just depends on how you behave. I never lost any
oI my parlors. I made sure of that. My mother €me up there and saw me once.
My dad never came and saw me. Judy came up and saw me once. I was in the
chapel and I recognized her by the scars on her legs. That's how I knew who she
WAS.

Your sister?

Because she had jumped out of a cop car doing about 100 miles an hour. Thought
she was smart,

How often did you have parlors? Only once a month?
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Once a month for 2 hours. And you better earn them.

Were they always the same day of the week?

Yes. Sunday. They were on Sunday because I used to put my hair up on
W.ednesday and leave itup in rollers urtit Sunday. So it was nlce andcurJy for
Sunday. Thatwasfunny.

What about holidays? Did you have longer parlors for holidays?

No. Some of them got to go home for holidays. I was there 3 years, I think, about 3'
years before I made my first parlor outside, to go home for a visit.

What did you earn gold stars for?

For being good. I mean, we had to show that we obeyed the rules, that we did our
chores,.lhat"r,redid-not-get in no trouble. Thatls how we earned them.

What were the rules?

Couldn't smoke inside the building. You had to be in bed at 9:00. You had to do
your chores. Couldn't get in no fights or arguments. And you iust hacl to behave,
that's what you had to do.

And what were your chores?

I worked in the laundry room. I was a presser.

A presser?'

Yes. You know how much a nun's outFrt weighs? FuHy clothed? 40 pounds, on
them.

So you pressed-

Nun's ouffits. And the sheets and the pillows and the girls'uniforms and stutf like that.
That.was my iob. And that was hard. But it was a good iob because it was a skilJed
job where I could go outside in the world but I couldn't ever get a pressing job
because I was too shorl, You had !o betaller-than I was.- lm only.5l31-

Did the laundry do any outside work or only-

Oh, no. We did the laundry.... I don't know. I don't think so. We just did the inside
work.

When did you do your chores?

After school. From 3:00 until dinnertime.

Every day?

Every day.

Did you have homework?
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Oh, yes. But it was real simple. Being in Good Shepherd and doing homework,
beihg at GoodShepherd goirg to school is like going !o sehoql4 g.I?qe sehool.
That-is how easy it was. They weren't up to, really updated, I don't think.

How many people were in your classes? Tell me about your classes.

How many? lt wasn't a whole lot of us in classes, like maybe 15, 16 girls to a class, I

think. Wrj didn't have bigplasses because some of the girls chose not to 99 to
school. And if you didn'f go to school, you worked all day.

You cou[d choose not to go to school?

Well; yes; They didn't really forcethe iss-ug: lf'y.ou weren't gOing to go'to schoof
you w-eren't going go to school. Some of them did that.

But then you had ta work all daY?

yes and you worked all day. But.l wanted.Iq gg to school. I can remember when I

firsfwent-in tffi+wehadtb-call thenunq "l\4o.tflerd'. Ar1{ I wouldnlt do

that. I told Mother Agnes, "you're not my mother. You ain't my friggingnother'"
Thats-n*the"word-l [sed-but...t=said-:'l-dsat have{o crdt you mother-," Too}(.me*
awhile to adjust to that. And then I almost lost it at Good Shepherd.. I got.in trouble.
I was really inad at Mother John. I was angry because gqpo! the girls that eanrein, I
oot her fof a little sister and she was qav. And Mother John found out she was gay
6i someUrinq, I donit know whatthe dle6t wasbut she shipped her out of there and
inippeO nerib Cnenalis and I got really mad at Mother Jcitin for it. Because I felt that
ine was doing really good. Aid tnat 3he didn't need to be_shipped out.to Chehalis-
SJt enOeO up*arguiffgiruith Mother John and I called her a'Treaking 1ufl"., She didn't
belonq in tnat na6it. isaid some pretty harsh things to her. I remember that. She
sit mE in the @rnerout in the tuH:way and I was ttiere for abotrt 2 and a half Weeks.

AnO tnen I overheard that if you're thbre in the corner more than 2 weeks, they ship.
you Oo*n to Chehalis. And'l thought, no, n-o, I'm lgf going there. So l,got up ar1$,1,,

bpoloqized to Mother John and I got myself out of the corner. Boy ancl I never dlcl lt
aipinl Because I didn-twantto go down to Chehalis

Yoa'sperrt 24 hows in'the-eomer or iust dwing the daye

No. We spent 24 hours aday in that c€rner. We slept in that corner.

Did you get meals?

Oh, yes. We got our meals.

It was just a @rner ...was there a door?

No. You sat in the corner in a cfiair.

Was it in an office?

No. ln the hallway.
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ln the hall of the first floor? Right at the entranre?

Yep. Where Mother John's otfice was.

Tell me when you first walk in the building, what you see.

When you walk in the building, there's an entryway. lwalked in there. There was an
entryyvhy. I don't remember iT there was a nun's cfesk there or not, I dont think so,

lust'ah entryway. Because I had a suitcase in my hand and we came in kind of that
way....

To the right?

Yeah, we walked in and to the left was her offiroe, Mother John's office. And then a
looorgrhallway. Very lor€ haltway- But her,offbe-wagtatleleft. Ar,d t went-in'
there atd Mrs. kelso rfuas ''iitn me and she introduced me to Mother John and
Mother Agnes-was-in there and I told thern who I wag And lhey fnew who I was-
Mother;5frn seemed to be pretty excited about me being there pecq.usg.a couple
of Vears before that, my sister, Judy was in there- And Judy wag her'pet."- JriOy.
OiO'no wrong. Sne diObut Moiher Jbhn didn't see it that way. She toof .9 bunch of
girls and ran-one time, took thq ke.ys and ran. And Mother John blamed it on the
other girls because her JUdy didh't do no wrong.

But I remember standinq in that oftice and I was standing between Mother Agnes
and Mother Michael and-Mother John was at the desk. And they told me that I was
to catlthem Mother-Johq Motler Agnes; Mother Michael;" A$1. saQ "ffi you're
not my mother. I won't call you Mothbr John. I won't call you Mother Agn*- I'll call
you aryrthing butthat." I wds a brat. I was a-reatbrat. But l did end up calling tfem
MotheiJohn and Mother Agnes and Mother Michael.

But we had a lot of qood times there. I did. We had a heated swimming pool. I

hadnqv-er ever seei that before. in my tife whlen I went in there- Thatwas my
favorite spot. ln the middle of winter,-l'd gg out swimming because that poolwas
heated. l'thought that was fabulous. Rnd- if w9 9OI cau9.S smoking*we gpt in
trouUte. I used-tb dig a hole in the ground and stick myhead down there and smoke
cigarettes flots of tau-glrter]; looked fke one of those animals, ostriches. That was
funny.

So you wentoutside in the back-

ln the main yard, yes. We were never allowed in the frontyard: Oh, no. Thafstoo
easy to walk off - go bYe bYe.

The back yard was allfenced?

Oh, yes. lt was allfenced in; it had spikes. I had a scar from it. And it had a low
fenb6, that l..wenlover. Andltrenyouran,throughthe orchardand-there wasanother-
fence with spikes in them.

There was a ferpe around the orchard as well?

Oh, yes. There was. ls it stillthere?

Yes, there are still some fruit tees there. 
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Oh, wow.

Describe the grounds to me.

You went out the back door, went down to the bath and shower room, out the door
and the tirstthing was the swimming poot- And then this big yard ard the back part
of the yard on the right hand sign had the Virgin Mary statue there. That was all set
up and the Virgin Mary was there and the little runninqbrook, That was a real serene
place.

On the right side as you come out of the building?

Yes. lt was on the right=side. You know thatplace pretty welf.

fm tryingto pictnre vvhere thatwwfdbe.

Okay, Whenyoe€orrle out-the baekdoor'; you'vegot to come through the shower-
doors.

Here's a map of what it looks like now. Ihls is the front door. And here's the main
building and here's where.tt:e- schoalis now- This is where the swimming Wal was
and there's the pavilion.

Mother Mary. I have to turn this around. Here's the front door of the Good
Shepherd Center. Where's the swimming-pool?

Right there.

Right there. And then you take the steps up, walk out. There's the swimming pool
and to the right, walk around theyard" Therds the fence, go around to the end of the
fence and there's the Virgin Mother Mary.

Ih,b,s-

There's the swimming pool. lf you go otf to the right of the swimming pool and you
come out the door at the steps, go to the right and walk the yard and then you come
up to the...down this way.

So the orchard was over here. And the laundry was over here.

Yes. The laundry was on this'side and as you walk down the hall to"the laundry
room, you were outside. You went out the door, walked down the sidewalk and
there was the laurdry roorn

So the Mother Mary statue was aroLtnd here infront of the-

Yes.

There might be a gazebo there now.

The Mother Mary statue, when you walked out to the swimming pool and you went
to the leftand walked the yard around, to the end there was the Mother Mary statue
right against the fence. Because that's where Dottie went over the rolled fence when
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she ran. She got pretty cut up. And then you go past the Virgin Mary and you walk
the rest ef the prd and thafs all )nard here and thefence because it was in this area-
that we helped a girl over the fence. And we all lost our parlor for that one. Because
we helpedher go. And then you come back around to the swimming pml or,the
laundry room and back to the swimming pool. I can picture it.

How did peaple run away? What time of day or night? Or all different?

I ran away, my first day- I was in there about 3 or 4 hours. Barbara Cramer was
there. I knew her from Sedro Woolley- still haven't found her yet. And I said, "l'm
outla here, man." So she said "okay, let's go." So we went uil to the 2hd ftoor,
went through the window. The windows are only open this much because if you
push them any further,"the alarm went otf: And'boy did thoseatarms go off: We
went down the stairs, over the fence, over the rolltop because that's when I ripped
thehind end out'of rny'dress. ltwas slill hangingrthere'wfen l came back And l
took off through the orchard and over that fen@, ran for a block, couple of guys
picked'us up and-then dropped us otf' But-some d-us ran during the day; trustees
walked out the front door, some ran during the night, some went otf the 3rd story
windows, Judy Smith, when she ran, she csllected sheets from the bed and tied,
them to the toilet. They had worked on the bars there for awhile.

There were bars on the windows?

Oh, on allthe windows.

How did you get out through the bars?

We just raised'them up. The window that I went out-

It wasnT on the frame? It was on the window?

Yes. Because see, if you raised the windows so high, you could open them up this
mlrfi-

Thals about less than a foot.

But if you wanted to get higher, the alarms went otf. You didn't want to raise the
windows any higher because-you kRewthe alar.ms uould gooff" We,knew tFe
marking there on the windows.

I watched alot of fights go on in that place. I watched a girl die. She had run away
and when they go[donE with her, tliey had killed her ani dropped her off in the yard
of the Good Shepherd. That was the saddest thing, man, because she was a
habitual runaway. And she was from Alaska. And they only had a woman's prison
down there. And they didn't want to put her in there so they d€cided to send her to
seattle. And she just ran away. she was what they call a habitual runaway. she
e,ouldnt help it. But then this gang got ahold of her, raped her, shoved coke bottles
up her and when they got done with her, they dumped her back in the Good
S hepherd yard: We" were#t supposedto see -these-things. We'were" not-
supposed to know these things. But things went on in that place that we did know
about.

s R 
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SIDE B

Tell me about mass. Did you use that chapel?

Mother John never made us participate in mass if we weren't Catholic. She didn't.
That was one of the nice things there. Bufr we did have to go to mass but if we
weren't Catholic, we had to sit quietly and do our own Bible.

On Sundays or daily?

Sundays. And then when they had the other things, we went. She never requiied
that any of us join in the mass if we weren't Catholic. And I never did.

Did you have the same priest every week?

He was a young priest. I remember him because of that young nun that liked him.
We all-knew-they liked each other- He was a very young priest. And he. was there.
He lived there.

He lived at the Good Shepherd Home?

Yes. He had his own room off of the other side. The nuns didn't sleep on our side.
They slept on the Superior side, where Mother Superior was.

Where was that? The same floor but the other side?

When you came in the building, I went left, but there were other doors to the right
and-tfiose were tf,e side for the nuns. That's,.wfpre they ate, thatls.where-they slept,
that's where they did their Catholic thing, their masses and everything. When we
ate, there was Mother-John and some_other nun, maybe Mother Selena, Mother
Michael, Mother Sebastian, one of them that sat up on the stage, up on a platform
while we aie our dinner and breakfast and lunch. But they didn't eat with us, no

How was the dining room set up?

It had round tables. And the girls worked in the kitchen; they delivered the food.
Ard we, had liksl5.rninutes toeat a- mea[.

So they served you?

Yes. And if we wanted something from another table, we'd run over and ask them,
"do you want to trade'l or whatever. But we only had an alfietment of time to eat.

And then did you have to clear it or did the girls who worked-

The girls that worked there in the kitchen cleared it. We had our own duties that we
did, like I sald, I was in the laundry req3. I never workedin the kitchen, didn't want to.
be part of it, didn't like to cook.

Did you get to choose your job when you came in? Or did they just assign you a
chore?

They assigned you a chore. But if you didnt like it or if you couldn't make it, alot of
girJscouldn't wsrk-the{2ndry-rosm beeausetheycouldn't handle+he€,team and it
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was sweaty and hot in there, I liked it, personally, maybe it got some of my
aggressionsout.

Was Mother John the Mother Superior?

No. Mother John was on our side; she was the one who handled allthe girts. But
there wasa Mother Superior. lVe called her A*ether Superbr. Shetoldmeoncst
wasn't an animal because I beat a girl up in there. I had 2 fights in there. And this
ore girl-that I gotin a flght with-, I was standing-there in line-and Mother Superior was
in line with us: I don't remember what we were doing- but this girl kept calling me
dirtyand u$y and I turned around and popped her- Said 'that's enoug[," I'd had
enough. And Mother Superior got real upset and says "you're not an animal. You
are a human being. You will act like a human being." And I says "well, then make
heract like one and I won't act like an animal." I was real mouthy. lf I had something
to say, I said it.

There were nuns who lived there but didn't work with the girls?

They all worked with the girls there but they had their own quarters. You'llfind that in
any Catholb thing" But they dldnt eat with us. They interacted with us but irshen it
came to their duties, whatever it is, they did it on the other side of the Home.

We did some pretty silly things in that place.

Tell me about some of the antics that you participated in.

The sturtf we did?

Yes.

There was 283 girls one time there. And we decided it was time this girl's teddy
bear-die* So wetook it otit and gave R a full-mass.funeraL the whole kitie*
caboodle. lf we wanted to do something stupid like that one time that we allwent to
the fence and helped that girl run, we were all in on jt because we didn't feel that sfie
needed to stay there any longer. We just helped her over the fence. Mother John
told us we'd lose our, star and we didn't care. We didn't care because-we would
come together as a group there if we needed to. When we needed to help one
another, defend one another, we would corne togelher as a group. I alway_s thought
we did. And if there was some really bad bullies in there, which there were, we
either stayed out of their way or we dealt with them. I wasn't afraid of anyone. I was
stupid. Cause when you're not afraid of someone, that's stupidity. I didn't know fiat
at the time. ljust figured, I've always felt even as a child, I was just as good as
everybody else or I always fought for that, I think, as a child. Because of my home.

I had'one little girl in there, I thinkher name was Patty. Peewee was rnybesttriend
Peewee. I think I gave you the wrong name last time but her name was Peewee.
She was 4foot evEn. ihafs exactty:+foot even and 100 and sornething pounds.
She was my best friend. Judy Smith was my best friend. That's all I remember
being my-best friends in,there. And-then that one girl, Patty, that used to follow rne
around. Man, she would clean my shoes, she would do anything I wanted her to
and I dont-know why.

Did you look out for her?
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Kindof. Because she iust kinda clunq to me. So I kindof looked after her. And
Peq^reeand I lsokeel after each drer. And Diane, tfiat nl4e.6ffiffi girt l knan in
there, realwell, Diane. She lives in Everett somewhere. I've seen her once when I

was sut ateooO Sfrepherd. I went and saw her. Dee, that was her name. I went
and saw her one time when I left Good Shepherd. But I've never really seen any of
them except tor like Elar.baraCramer, Cathy TorsetL dp'sa nut"case now. She was
in there when I was in there. We're from Sedro Woolley, Cathy Torsett, Barbara
Cramer and me were allfrom Sedro Woolley_so we knew each other. Cathy was a
rough one. She was a rough one.

Uo you remember what time of year you went to live thereT

No. ldon't.

Butyou remember swimming during the winter?

Oh, yes. I think I went there in the summertime.

And the poolwas alreadY there.

Yes, the poolwas already there. That was the most amazing thing I'd ever seen in
my [ite- And I got out of there at midnight. Exactly. Mother John came and gqt me,
gdt me out of deO anO said I was leavihlj. I tnought it was so odd at midnight. I

didn't reallly care, I was ready to go.

Did you have any preparation for being released?

No. They just said pack your clothes. I didn't sign any papers.

How did you feel about being released?

I was glad. I was happy, man. You try pein-g.locked qp for 3,.{ Ve3,rs of your life
and ydu tell me how'ybij'd feel. I had a bgVftjeld gl thg outside. He used to come
and visit me at parlorbecause he lived with-his family. Or we used to write letters to
each other and'he'd come and see me a couple of tlmes. Beau, Beau Freeday.
We got married. And then lleft him after 5 mbnths. I went and liVed with my sister,
Franies. That's who the courts placed me with, Was my sister, Frances. And I

ended up keeping house for her, taking care of her kids, taking care of herhusband,
sleeping with her husband- first man I'd ever slept with.

Was that Wallace Prim?

No, I wish. Andy Honor. He was myfirst lovel. He was..married to mysister.
Today lregr:et it because I kmw I hurt her. At the time I 9idn1t krew 3ny-be$9r. Iiust
knew that lhe wasn't doing anything but stealing money from him ,.stealing his coins
and not taking care of her kids, abuSing ner children and even now I don't undershnd
what it was a6out. But I ended up taklhg care of the house, taking ca.re of the kids,
taking care of Andy.. Hed come'homefrom work and expect.me to_kryW what was
whatlitthe mail wa-s in. Then I ended up having an affair with him. But his mother
even'wanted Andy to divorce Frances and mairy m9, _w_li.ch I'm glad he never did.
Because you donit start a relationship out that *ay. I did thatonce and only once in
my life, never hurt anybody else again. I remember being glad to be out of there.
Sometimes tthink I shoutdhave stayed there.
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At the Good Shepherd Home?

Yep. Graduated. Maybe I would have had a better chance in life. Sometimes I

think I wsuldhave stayed there, I would have graduated andbeenrnore
responsible. Maybe l-would've gotten somewhere in my.life. Bu! I got out of there
in d rush becausri I wanted to make up tor all the treedom t had lost. Thatswhat
they told me in counseling because I always ran with younger people and then I

ended up on Minnesota. -Me and Beau did. And Andy ?nd Frances did. Andy and
Frances'and Beau came back here and I stayed there. But we won't go into that.

Let's go back to the Good Shepherd. Parlor yvas a big privilege. .W.ere .there other
privitdges that you had an opportunity to do if you earned sfars. Werg there some
'girls tfrat didn't have fa,mity and there wasn? aiyone wltowas visitirry theITT?

Yes, there were some girls whose families wouldn't come tosee them; They had-
families. Everybody in there had families, just that....my dad never came and saw
me. And my rirother only came and saw me once when I was there. Frances €me
and saw md a couple of iimes. I think Frank and Dee came up there a few.times, my
older brother. But'not alot, We went months, sorne of us went months without
seeing family.

so earning stars for parlorwas not afways....

No. That was for parlor; that was to go outside and visit for a couple of hours or to
have someone inside to visit for a couple of hours.

But you had to have someone who was taking you out?

Oh, yes. And you had to have made sure they were okay.

So Mother Johnwould check on that.

Oh, yes.

Were there other privileges besides parlor?

No. I don't remember that. I don't remember other privileges. I remember that if
we didn't have Christmas, they saw to it that we had Christmas. I remember that if it
was Easter, they saw to it we-had Easter. Because I rememb.e.r.my.Christmases
there were ieally unreal because I never had Christmas as a child. We couldn't
afford it. So Cliristmas at Good Shepherd was a big thing to me because I had
never had that before. And we got each other gifts, the girls that were friends, for
each other.

How did you get gifts?

The family sent us money or if we earned money. There were some things where
we could 

-earn 
money if we did special chores, if we were trustees. I was never a

trustee though. I think Mother John thought twice about that

Did you go shopping?

With our family on parlor. We couldn't go outside the building by ourselves.
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Did the nuns ever take any girls on outings?

Oh, no. Nuns in them days didn't do that. They were in full uniform and they stayed
inside there. The only time I ever knew of nuns leaving there was if there was a
business meeting or Mother John had to go to a special meeting or something. No.
I don't remember Mother John or any of the nuns ever leaving, No. They never
took us shopping or anything.

You were there until 1963, you think? Were you aware of the Vatiean ll changes
within the Catholic church at all?

No.

That didn't effect you?

That didn't effect me. Didn't effect any of us. We were locked out. We were in a
girls'home.

And you didn't notice any changes in the nuns?

No. I didn't. I didn't notice changes in nuns until I was out of there. And the first time I

saw a nun on the street without a uniform iust about blew rny mind away. I thought,
"oh, my." They have changed. We weren't allowed to see their hair. I snuck and
saw Mother John's hair onee. She'd taken her habit off and ljust wanted to see. We
heard stories about them being bald and cut up and all that stutf. I wanted to see. I

dont even remember how I snuck il
She was sleeping on the other side?

She slept on the 3rd floor dorm. lwas next to her room for a long time.

Tell me about the dormitories. Did you say there was a house mother?

Yes.

And she slept-

On our side. But there was a nun that slept on our side too, on each floor, 1st flobr,
2nd floor, 3rd floor, of the dormitories. And Mother John was on the 3rd floor
because I slept right next to her door; because I woke her up screaming my head
otf one night, just literally sitting up in bed and screaming. And she came out the
doorand said "shut up, Vivian." And I said "no, not until you find out what that noise
is." We thought it was a monster crawling across the wall at nighttime because that's
what it sounded like on theoutside of the wall At absut2:00 every rnorning; this.
sound, I heard it, Vita Chapman heard it, all the girls heard it. Come to find out it was
a new girlgritting her teeth,

But we had ghost stories in there. We used to scare those new girls coming in there
- like the dead nun up on the 3rd-flsor-in-the cotfin. We used to take the new gir'ls up
there and peep in and say, "see that cotfin in there?" There was a box in there but it
wasn't a cotfin, I don't think. Maybe it was too a cotfin, by god

That s on the same floor as your dormitory?
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No. That was the attic. There was one more floor up there, and that was the attic.
We werent ever supposed to go up there.

Where was the chapel in relation to that?

The chapelwas on the other side. Let me think, yes, it was. The chapelwas so
beautiful. Those statrles scared the heck out of rne all the time. They were real
frightening.

Statues?

Yes, of Christ. The Catholic statues. Of Jesus hanging on the cross. There was a
big statue up there of him. And you'd look at him and he'd look like he was looking
rightat you. I was afiaid of allthose sfatues.

What kinds of things did you hear about earlier years or Sac,red Heart or...did you
hear rumors when you first got there?

Well, I told you last time there was this story about Sacred Heart, about....there were
two twin sisters that were there, One was good, one was baG"

When yau were there or a story about the sisters?

It was before I was there. There were twin sisters who had been there years ago.
One was a good girl, one was a bad girl. But they ended up in Good Shepherd.
Then it was bither they ran away, because no matter what the bad sister did, the
good sister went along with her because it was her sister. Thats the story I heard.
Anyway, they were out at Good Shepherd and they ended up getting in a car
wreck, the bad sister did - and she died, actually in the act of sex was how they
found them. And it had something to do with Sacred Heart because the good sister
came back to Good Shepherd. Some really weird stories about that. lt was.

They had the statue of the Sacred Heart up on the 3rd floor on the wall with Jesus
and his heart And it was called Sacred Heafi= We heard alot crf things..-.and we
made up alot of things. We made up nuns being pregnant and having babies and
buryng them in the walls, dumb things. But-thatls notdumb, itls actualtytrue. Years
ago, years, years, years ago, nuns used to have babies, over in ltaly and Rome in
the old days. And they would killthem and they would bury them in the walls of the
churches. When they dug some of those churches up, theyfound these things. I

think the Catholics--- when they became a nun, they maried Chrisl And I know that
young priest and that young nun liked each other because we used to tease them
about it allthe time.

I know that after I left Good Shepherd I wanted to go back there.

Why did you want to go back there?

Because I didn't feel safe. I was safe at the Home of the Good Shepherd. I did not
feel-sate-when I got out- lt took me a long.the to adiust.bejng out of there.
Nobody could hurt me, nobody could get at me, I was safe there. And they took
good care of me and they showed me they loved me. That's where I learned about
what caring and loving was about, was in there. I didn't know what that was about.
My dad, I think he loved me in his own way, loved us; so did my mom. Well, I don't
thlnk our mom did. I think my mom hated us. She loved us but she hated us at the
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same time. Our dad loved us but he just didn't know how to be a dad. He didn't
knsw-hour to'beafather, lts-pre'tty"hard to raise-1O kidsi especiallylebellior-rs kids,
But I often thought after I was out of the Home that I wanted to go back there. That
was my security. ltls a strange thirg, huh? Get out of a place like that and you want
to go back.

I visited that place once. I came back here from Minnesoh and I went there and
visited. I thought it was the strangqst thing pgcause they.were allowed to have cats.

You visited when there were stillgirls living there?

Yes. When I was in the dormitories, we had like 15 to a dormitory on each side. My
side, 15 and 15 on the other side. One time I was laying in bed and the girl across
from me started screaming so we allsat up and said "whafs the problem?" There
was the white powderon the floor. And it wasmoving likeaghost. I know that
sounds ridiculous but it wasn't. lt wasn't ridiculous to me at the time. lt was moving,
this white powder was moving on the floor. I freaked, I freaked, I crawled into my
bed and I stayed there and I would not come back out. And then I seen a knife ffy
across the room once. I wasn't the only one that saw it; other girls saw it. I often think
that that ptace was haunted. t do.

There's alot of old history there and I can remember hearing storie about when that
place was first built, how they used to punish the girls. They took them downstairs to
the basementand sprayed them with fire hoses, like what you use with fire. When
you go in the Good Shepherd, you have to get a complete physical. Oh, boy.
That is a trip in itsetf. I had sores altover mefrom my dad trynngto shocrt meand
they said it was nerves. And they put you in a tub of Lysol and they scrub you with
a filetal brush. And tley scrubbecl me until I was raw. And I was ready to kill that
nun that did that to me. I had never in my lite seen a doctor, ever been touched.
They give you an exam and I freaked- I had never had a male doctor touch me and
the dentist in that place tried to molest me. I still remember that. And I remember
telling Mother John either she had to have somebody in that room with me or you
were going to see a fight on your hands. Because I was never going back in there
again, alone. He put his hand down my blouse. And I think he did that to alot of the
girls. I think alot of the girls were sexually abused in there by people that come from
the outside. Couldn't prove it but I think they were. Because he certainly
attempted me. That house mother was an awful person; she was a terrible person.
But Mother John never listened to reason, as far as the girls went. We were all
wrorg and allthe adults were right.

I pierced my ears in there. 1 made sure she didn't catch me because l'd seen Mother
John pick up a girl and throw her one time. Because she tried to pierce her ears. I

got rnad at Mother John and I pierced my ears and I put a tattoo on my body. She
didn't like that.

What did she do?

I got disciplined. I lost alot of parlors over it. I made damn sure she didn't throw me
down the hallway. I was not goingto be thrown by Mother John and she was not
little; she was not fat, she was not big but she knew how to handle us. But we were
never beat or anything. lt was a home to me. lt became a daily routine, a daily life
for me. And I was happy to be there atter awhite. t loved it. They bved me; they
showed it; they cared about me. No-one had ever done that before in my life. lt
was ditferent. You have to come from what I came from to understand what I'm-
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saying. And the reason why I say it saved me is because I didn't grory up to be a
prostrfute-or adrug addict. I was-very"naive I still am in alst of ways_. _And l try-not
to be because I wbrk with kids today. I'm a volunteer advocate for CPS and I'm
also a consurner adrocate on the board of qualrty assurance for Skagit Mental
Health. I do alot of things and I do foster care. And I will fight tor kids and I will fight
for adults, parents. We have a rough wofld o.ut here" ltis very hargh, very c,ruel, very
mean out here. Our children no longer respect and there's no discipline in most
homes today. The children rule the parents. And that's the truth.

Do you feel that's different than it was?

Oh, yes. Oh, yes I do. Our system today is so backwards, it's so awful, the State,
tle system now- a kid at l?yearsold can go into a dodods office, a girl.that hasa
tubal-pregnancy- she has to sign a release in order for me to know. Or if your child
goes in to do a, UA, they have-to sign a release if they want the parents to know.
6ut yet we're responsibie for these'i<ids until they're 1'8 years otci. tne kids can walk
out of the house and you can't do nothing about iL You have no rigl:tts. We have no
riqhts over our children today. The State does, the system does. lfs awful in our
sdhools. lt's terrible. I get sir frustrated with the system. I'm trying to get together
and do this thing that'S called T-Top.....

Do you have anlrthing else you want to say about the Good Shepherd Home?

No.

END OF TRANSCRIPTION.
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