








► global monoculture of fast foods and in­
dustrial food chains.

8. Small farms and small farmers in
place of corporate farms and absentee land 
owners. This involves protection of exist­
ing small farms and land reforms to redis­
tribute land. 

On Outrage at the Police 

9. Fair trade, not free trade,. to ensure
farmers and producers get a fair return. 
Trade as a means rather than end, with glo­
baltrade subservient to values of ecologi­
cal sustainability, health, and social justice. 

Against all odds, millions of people from 
across the world have been putting these 
principles into practice. The post-Seattle 
challenge is to change the global trade rules 
and national food and agricultural policies 
so that these practices can be nurtured and 
spread, and ecological agriculture, which 
protects small farms and peasant liveli­
hoods and produces safe food; is not 
marginalized and criminalized. The time 
has come to reclaim the stolen harvest and 
celebra,te the growing and giving of good 
food as the highest gift and the most revo­
lutionary act. -Vandana Shiva 

Hundreds of people-locals and non­
Iocals, protesters and bystanders-have 
testified to the tremendous brutality dem­
onstrated by law enforcement officers dur­
ing the wro Ministerial. With an apparent 
sense of impunity but carrying out no evi­
dent strategy, Seattle, King County, and 
Federal agents repeatedly fired nerve gas, 
rubber bullets, concussion grenades and 
pepper spray into dense crowds through­
out the downtown core and Capitol Hill. 

pointed, political; inchoate rage against an 
occupying army as petty, personal. This is 
ludicrous. While some strategies may be 
wiser than others, and while issues of or­
ganization are worth debating, we must 
understand and insist that all resistance is 
always political. 

The Ministerial was certainly excep­
tional, but not an exception. Random ar­
rests, 'false accusations, rough handling­
this is what police do. It's quite literally their 
job. wro police victims were lucky enough 
to have access to large and credulous sup­
port networks who shared their conviction 
of righteousness. Unfortunately, this sense 
of outraged justice was terribly out of tune 
to begin with. 

While this explosion of force was unique 
in volume, it was essentially routine in na­
ture. Itchy trigger finger is not a new ail­
ment just now spreading to the Sound; it's 
been afflicting cops for years-in Seattle as 
well as New York, Los Angeles, and Chicago. 

So how was wro week different? It 
seems that the political character of police 
targets was unusual. But such distinctions 
rely on a conception of "political" as some­
thing necessarily abstract and disembod­
ied-labored tears for sea turtles as 

The real difference of WfO week was about 
race and resources as much as it was about 
power and politics. During the Ministerial, far 
from the communities of color where they 
usually concentrate their firepower, the po­
lice acted out against people who thought the 

A Whiff of 
Democracy 
in Seattle 

Democracy was certainly in the .streets of Seattle, and a 
whiff-perhaps carried by tear gas-even made it into the 
convention center where trade ministers from the World Trade 
Organization (WTO) member states met. 

Many factors contributed to the collapse of the WTO talks-an 
effort to expand the scope of the trade agency's authority-but 
there is no question that popular protests played a central role. 

Tuesday sa.w at least 40,000 people take to the streets to 
protest the corporate tilt of the WTO. A stunning coalition of 
teamsters, consumers, sea turtle protection activists, religious 
people, women's groups, environmentalists, students and anti­
corporate youth and many, many others joined to "Just Say No 
to the WTO." 

Approximately 10,000 people-primarily students and 
youth-joined together in an extraordinarily well-organized and 
highly disciplined direct action to block every access way to 
the convention center, stopping most of the official and 
negotiating activities scheduled for the WTO meeting's first 
working day. 

Notwithstanding city ,efforts to clamp down on all public 
dissent in the downtown area, protests continued throughout 
the week, with thousands demonstrating at separate environ­
mental, farmer, steelworker, and women's marches and rallies. 
Always on display were focused attacks on the WTO and 
strident criticism of the corporations that have drafted and 
lobbied for its anti-people rules. 

On Friday, perhaps 10,000 joined in a labor-led march­
organized on about 24 hours notice-to again protest the WTO 
and the city's infringements on civil liberties through the 
creation of a "no protest"·zone. 

Inside the convention center, where negotiations began on 
Wednesday after riot-gear-equipped police and national guard 
forces cordoned off the downtown from most protesters, 
turmoil was building as well. 

When separate working groups negotiating over a wide 
array of sectors failed to produce compromise agreements, the 
United States sought to forge a deal through the WTO's heavy­
handed old-style tactics. 

Charlene Barshefsky, the U.S. Trade Representative, and the 
rest of the U.S. negotiating team picked a handful of countries 
to commence negotiations in a closed "Green Room." The idea 
was for the arbitrarily selected bunch to work out a compre­
hensive deal, and then present it to the entire WTO member­
ship as a Fait accomp/i for adoption. But even the Green Room 
gambit failed, and the talks ended in complete disarray. 

The complexity of trade 
negotiations-with compromises 
made in one sector dependent 
on unrelated compromises i.n 
another-means no single factor 
can explain the talks' failure. But 
it is possible to identify many of 

the key negotiating reasons for the collapse: 
• The European Union and the United States could not work

out an agricultural accommodation, with the EU's commitment 
to export subsidies a critical stumbling block. 

• Many Third World countries revolted against the negotiat­
ing process, and their complete exclusion from the Green Room 
discussions. More than 70 developing countries, primarily from 
Africa and the Caribbean, declared on Thursday that they would 
not sign a final declaration negotiated in a process from which 
they had been excluded. 

• Many Third World countries resisted the U.S. call for
formation of a working group to study the relationship between 
trade and labor issues. 

• A compromise deal that was floated early Friday morning
would have entailed politically unacceptable compromises on 
the key issues of concern to U.S. labor unions-anti-dumping 
(rules permitting countries to block the import of below-market­
cost imports) and some progress on rules to promote adher­
ence to core labor standards. 

On each of these issues, the street protests helped heighten 
contradictions and conflicts. The simple fact of preventing 
negotiations on Tuesday helped impede agreement in the 
agricultural sector. As a delegate from Zimbabwe explained, the 
street demonstrations emboldened the Third World negotiators 
to object to the exclusionary proce_,c;ses inside the WTO. And the 
demands from the U.S. labor movement-backed by mobilized 
rank-and-file members-stiffened the U.S. negotiators so that 
they at least refused to cave in on their minimalist labor rights 
demands. 

For now, street heat has stifled the corporate elite. Just as 
they blocked delegates from entering the convention center, so 
they blocked the corporations' attempt to extend the WTO's 
reach even further into nation's economies and societies. 

But as spectacular as was the Seattle victory, achieving the 
second half of one of the week's primary slogans-"No New 
Round, Turnaround":....will be·even more daunting. Launching a 
new WTO negotiating round is nowhere near as important to 
corporate interests as maintaining existing WTO rules and the 
prevailing model of corporate globalization. 

Still, a little bit of democratic empowerment can be a 
dangerous thing. If the broad coalition that came together in 
Seattle can stay together-a big "if" -it may eventually be able 
to force new rules for the global economy, so that trade is 
finally subordinated to the humane values of health, safety, 

police would never act out against them. 
So we should not be shocked by police 

rioting, and we should not feel justice has 
failed us; we sh◊uld have already under­
stood that indiscriminate brutality has long 
been a standard feature of law enforcement. 
(We should even wonder if there was ever 

a time when the criminal justice system was 
not brutal by design.) Rather than feeling 
outraged, we should feel enraged; there was 
no promise broken, only a mission fulfilled. 

We lived exactly the arbitrary intolerant 
sort of crackdown that always comes when 
the people threaten the corporate state in 
any way, planned or spontaneous, orga­
nized ot chaotic. The same kind of arbi­
trary and intolerant crackdown that killed 
Michael Ealy last year rained down on many 
more of us last week. 

Do not misunderstand: It certainly is 
time for a change, time to rise up against a 
terrorizing police force and the whole of 
the prison-industrial complex it protects 
and serves. But let's not be deluded by self­
important naivete-it's been that time for 
years, not days. -Sage Wilson 
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A few ETS! Kitchen notes: We've been over­
whelmed with wro material for the last two 
issues, and want to thank all those folks who 
took the time to send us their articles and 
accounts. By next issue, we'll be back in the 
mundane world of Seattle politics more 
squarely, but again this issue wanted to share 
some of the global and personal perspectives 
we've gotten on the truly remarkable events 
of Nov. 30-Dec. 3. 

We also wanted to clarify, just in time for 
holiday gift-giving: We've chang<:d our sub­

scription rate structure to reflect the fact that 
we're no longer publishing weekly, and aren't 
sure when (or if) we'll go back. So it's now 
structured by issue, with the rates being $16 
for 20 issues (about nine months, if we stay 
biweekly) and $29 for 40 issues. It's still a 
great deal, as well as a cool way to support 
your favorite (we hope) independent news 
and opinion source. ·-Geov Parrish 

Here's an announcement for demonstrators, 
shoppers, commuters, and Capitol Hill resi­
dents who were hit by the police assault dur­
ing wro week. If you got a dose of tear
gas on Dec. I, you should be concerned.

If you have not done so already, wash your 
hair and all exposed clothing in detergent. 
Not that eco-friendly stuff; this requires seri­
ously powerful detergents to break down the 
residue of the gas, which can otherwise re­
main indefinitely. Also, people who received 
indirect exposure by treating others who were 
exposed or handling clothing doused with 
the gas should do the same. Dr. Kirk Murphy 
of the Direct Action Network's Medic Team 
(206-396-3983), and Physicians for Social Re­
sponsibility in Los Angeles (310-458-2694 or 
psrsn@psr.org) are both compiling evidence 
to determine if nerve toxins were used or if 
the military-grade tear gas that was used on 
bee: 1 (after the Seattle Police Department 
ran out of its stockpile) may have contained 
toxic agents. If you've had any of the follow­
ing symptoms, contact them immediately: 
abrupt onset of menstruation, vomiting/di­
arrhea, temporary impairment of vision, con� 
fusion, brief unconsciousness, convulsions, 
or delayed burning. You should, of course, 
seek medical treatment immediately. In ad­
dition, call Jeff Duchin, the head of the King 

(continued on p. 6, bottom) 
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WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 22 

Noon-2 PM, gather at Church of Mary Magdalene, 5th & 
Columbia; march to City Hall. "The Longest Night," 
Winter Solstice March for homeless women and children, 
calling for shelter for all. Sponsored by First Things Arst. 
Info: 206-956�9472. 

4-7 PM, Mexican Consul, 3rd & Blanchard. Monthly
protest against the low-intensity war in southern Mexico/
support the Zapatistas. Join us on the 2nd anniversary
of the massacre of 45 people in Actetal, bring candles,
flowers. Demo will also support 98 students arrested in
Mexico City this month during rally supporting Seattle
anti-WTO actions. Hosted by the Committee Against
Repression & For Democracy in Mexico.Info: 425-235-
7180 or ryjudge@u.washington.edu.

FRIDAY DECEMBER 24 

Gibsons Bar, 2nd & Stewart. Benefit for the National 
Lawyers Guild WTO Legal Team. NLG provided training 
for legal observers, legal information for protesters, and 
legal services for people in custody. Music by many 
punk rock bands. Info: bp637@scn.org. 

- -

WEDNESDAY DECEMBER 29 

Through-Tues. Jan. 4, Mexico. Join the Chiapas Media 
Project-help deliver video cameras and computers to 
the Indigenous communities of Chiapas. No experience 
with video equipment or computers is necessary. 
Scholarships available for youth of color under age 30. 
Info: cmp@vida.com or 773-583-7728. 

Through Sun. Jan. 2, Las Vegas and Nevada Nuclear 
Weapons Test Site. Millennium 2000: Walking the Ways 
of Peace: presentations, workshops, procession, 
nonviolent direct action. Sponsors Include Nevada 
Desert Experience, Fellowship of Reconciliation, Pax 
Christi USA. Info: 702-646-4814 or nde@igc.apc.org or 
http://www.shundahai.org/nde. 

FRIDAY DECEMBER 31 

5:30 PM, Westlake Park, 4th & Pine. Critical Mass, an 
organized coincidence of bicyclists who ride the streets 
of Seattle en masse. Come join the fun! Info: http:// 
www.oz.net/-nic/cm.html. 

7-8 PM, Green Lake Park, bus #26, 48. Circle Of Peace:
circle the lake with people of all faith and spiritual
traditions. Bring candles. Info: 206-323-4600 or
DEnroth@aol.com or http://www.unitedreligions.org.

8:30 PM, 5018 Rainier Ave. S., bus #7, 9. Radical New 
Years Eve Party, presented by Radical Women. Buffet, 
salsa dancing, comedy spoofs, no-host bar. Info: 206-
722-6057.

Martin L. King Memorial Park, Martin Luther King Wy S. 
and S. Walker St., bus #48. "Light Up the Dream"; The 
Martin L. King Memorial Park will be a blaze of light as 
we usher in the year 200.0; join the "I Can Dream 

VOLUNTEERUS CHOMPUS 

This week's ETS! volunteer needs: 

Foundation" in their work to make the all of Martin 
Luther King's dreams for peace, racial equality, and 
economic justice a reality. The lighting of 2000 candles 
is part of a Peace Vigil to welcome in the new millen­
nium. Hosted by the "I Can Dream Foundation", the 
Seattle Chamber of Commerce, the family of the late 
Morrie Alhadeeff, many others. Info: 206-760-3263. 

SATURDAY JANUARY 1 

2-9:30 PM, Garfield Community Center. Celebrate Peace
2000, child-oriented entertainment, music, dancing. Info:
Peace Action 206-527-8950 or bucherjohn@earthlink.net.

MONDAY JANUARY 3 

6 PM, Ethnic Cultural Center, 3931 Brooklyn Ave NE. 
Seattle Colombia Committee meeting, working to end 
the violence against non-combatants caught in the 
middle of Colombia's civil war. We strongly oppose U.S. 
military aid to Colombia. Info: 206-923-2669 or 
oakleyruth@igc.org. 

TUESDAY JANUARY 4 

6 PM, locations vary, Seattle. GABRIELA Network-NW, a 
U.S .Solidarity Group with GABRIELA-Philippines, an
alliance of over 105 women's organizations in the
Philippines. Join solidarity work around Filipina and
Asian women's issues, globally and domestically. Info:
206-824-8229.

7 PM, 4759 15th Ave. NE. Meeting of Citizens for Overt 
Action, help us challenge threats to democracy here and 
abroad by covert action. Info: 206-547-7735. 

7 PM, University Baptist Church, 4554 12th Ave. NE. 
Monthly business meeting for Eat The State!, the very 
publication you're reading right now! Come opine, meet, 
volunteer. How do we do it every week? With people like 
you! Come be one of us! Info: 206-215-1156. 

7 -8:30 PM, CAMP, 18th Ave. @ Columbia, bus #2. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Celebration Committee meeting. Help plan 
January 17 events commemorating Dr. King and further­
ing civil rights. Info: 206-461-3865. 

WEDNESDAY JANUARY 5 

5:30 PM, Labor Temple, 2800 1st Ave. Jobs With Justice 
Seattle Organizing Committee meeting. Info: 206-441-
4969. 

7 PM, Labor Temple, Hall 8, 2800 1st Ave. Latino Workers 
meet, plan activism to achieve better wages, medical 
insurance, pensions. In Spanish , translation to English 
available. Info: 800-202-1433. 

For an excellent and much, much longer compilation of 
upcoming and ongoing progressive events in Seattle, 
check out Jean Buskin's Peace Calendar: http:// 

www.scn.org/activism/calendar/ or e-mail her at 
bb369@scn.org. 
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Call or e-mail us: 206-903-9461 or ets@scn.org Or stop by, Tuesday nights at Univ. Baptist

Church, 47th & 12th NE. 
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Our activist directory lists groups doing good work in the 
Seattle area. Your group could be listed here for $75 per 
six months; $40 if your annual budget is less than 
$100,000. Up to 30 word description of your group; with 
contact info. Reach thousands of people weekly who care 
about political change (and really good cartoons). 

CISPES: The Committee In Solidarity with the 
People of El Salvador 
915 E. Pine, Room 301, Seattle, WA 98122 
206-325-5494
seadspes@lgc.apc.org 
CISPES meets the third Monday of each month for
general committee meetings. Since 1980, CISPES has
been committed to solidarity efforts with Labor, 
Women's, and Political groups in El Salvador. 

Otlzens for Overt Action 
PO Box 95482, Seattle, WA 98145 
206-547-7735 
frankz@scn.org 
Seattle group exposing covert action and government 
secrecy. Meets first Tuesday each month, 7pm, 4759 
15th Ave NE. Watch "Crack the CIA," Public Access TV 
Channel 29, 11am-noon Tuesdays. 

East Tlmor Action Network (ETAN/Seattle) 
423 N. 46th St., Seattle, WA 98103 
206-633-2836
http://www.scn.org/toplcs/activlsm/tlmor 
ETAN works for East Timorese human rights and self­
determination. Our focus is on heightening public 
awareness of Ea!it Timor's plight and working to change 
U.S. policy. Meeting info: 633-2836. 

Food Not Bombs 
PO Box 45523, Seattle WA 98145 
206-985-2247 
fnb@scn.org
http://www.scn.org/activism/foodnotbombs
FNB is a direct-action volunteer collective that serves 
nutritious (& frequently delicious) vegetarian meals to 
people in need every week. We also provide food 
support to political actions and demonstrations. 

Green Party of Seattle 
PO Box 95515, Seattle, WA 98145 
206-264-5110
sgreens@boutelLcom
http://boute1Lcom/seagreens
A progressive alternative to the two corporate parties;
rooted in ecology, social justice, nonviolence, and
grassroots democracy. Part of a worldwide movement. 
We do both electoral and non-electoral work.

Nonviolent Action Community of Cascadla (NACC) 
4554 12th Av NE, Seattle, WA 98105 
206-547-0952
nacc@activlst.com
A Seattle-based nonviolent direct action group that
works on peace and social justice issues, including
Hanford, Boeing, Art & Revolution, war tax resistance, 
and much .more! 

Northwest Animal Rights Network (NARN) 
1704 East Galer, Seattle WA 981:i2 
206-323-7301
nam@jps.net 
http://www.narn:org 
True· compassion and goodness is best measured in 
someone by how they treat and regard those most at
their mercy: the animals. Go Vegan/Vegetarian. Call for
free info packet. 

Pacific Crest Biodiversity P roject 
4649 Sunnyside Ave. N. #321, Seattle, WA 98103 
206-545-3734 
pcbplnfo@pcbp.org 
http://www.pcbp.org 
A grassroots organization to conserve biological 
diversity in the Northwest. Focuses on protecting 
watersheds and forests. Currently working to protect the 
Gifford Pinchot National Forest and Cedar River 
Watershed. 

Seattle Council on Airport Affairs (SCAA) 
3213 W. Wheeler St., #11+6, Seattle, WA 98199 
chas@soda�accessone.com or 763-SCAA 
http://www.scn.org/activlsm/scaa/ 
Eat the Sky! We are individuals and community-based 
organizations that are concerned about the increasing 
negative impact on the quality of life of this region by 
airport and aviation operations. 


