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& TRIP TO "ALUIM POINT NEAR DUWAMSH BAY
With a large war csnce full of potatoss, sold to a Mr, "Lowe®,
At $1.00 a bushel from Fort Wisqually, Fridsy, March 12th 1852,
By
E, Huggins.

A few days prior to the 12th of Merch, 1832, & ¥r, Lowe, oame o
Fort Nisqually, end informed Bootor Tolmie, that himself, Arthur
A, Denny, Messrg Bell, Terry and Doc.™Maynard®, had settled at
BA1ki* point, a promontory, situate about 30 miles down the Sound
from Fort Wisquelly, with the intention of loylng out a town o
be called Sesttle, named after a noted Dewsmsh chief, who mede
his residence sb, or near Alkl point, snd as they were short of
provisions, and desiroua of obtaining sny thing in the shaps of
eatables, -

Dogtor Tolmie agreed to sell him one hundred bushels of potatosy,
at one dollar per bushel, and I was directed fie convey these
vepetablasg, in our large meil canos, to thelr destination.

The osnoe was a very large one, and had been obtained from Norihen
in8iona, Hydah's, I think, who lived upon Quesn Charlotbe, und adf-
acant Islands.

The panoe wasg, or had besn a war csmoe, and was ussd by us st Fort
Hisqually, to convey pessengers and mail betwsen Nisgqually, and
Vietoria, Vancouvers Ialand. Many trips had been made in this canoe
and I do not recollect any accidents having hapoened during its
active life, and 1t was 1n use in Winter, as well as Jummer.

Mrs, Féward Huggins, hes made six trips to Victoris, in her,
sonetimes these puessges would occewy & considerable length of time,
a8 the canoe ogoupants would not atbtenpt to cross the stralte during
the flowing of & stiff breese of wind, and Mras Hupggins, has been as
long as eight days making the trilp.

She one made a (p.2) trip with "Theodore Winthrop® (in 1653) the
¢alebrated euthor sud soldier.

Tae potatocs were put ln the canos and were well covered; I selected
& good crew, all indisns, snd about 2.350 P.M, I started from the
landing, during o desd culm, with every Ilndication of a lesssnt and
guist trip. Just a 1littls before dusk, we reached the usal encampment
a small streamlet, on tho mainland, at the North end of Duy's Island,
galled by the indiens "Tukumalie®, and from the large mound of shells
there, it had evidently beer a camping ground for centuries. We parteck
of a good supper and after listening to atories and lsgends from the
indiens, one of the party being a story teller ol renown, and as we -
suppegsed nmaking out cenoe segurs, retired to rest, myself in a
conmfortable tent, and the indians under u shelter made quickly with
a few home made mats., 1 awoke early next morning, feeling anxious
about tho cunoe, which I found, te my surprise, end chagrinm, high =nd
dry, and tine welght of the votatoes had damaged it 8o much, as %o
render it impossible for us to procesd any further on our journey
without making repairs., 1 blanmed my leading wmsn for this mishap. I
was Inexperienced in canoe traveling, but he was an old hand at the
buasiness, and ought to have anchored the vessel further out beyond
tiae danger of groundlng. I set about unloading the camos, the bulk
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of the cargo being in sacks and remainder in bulk. We found the cance
to be severaly cracked and 1t required some monding before we could
proceed, It was blowing nearly a gale from the South {p.3) West,
and I was in en unpleassnt position, my canoce in & half wrecked condi-
tion, and no means of repalring ity when 1t gcoursd to me that threc
‘or four milesg below our campy was the ship yard ~so called- of "Bill
Bolton,® an Englishman who led been one of the orow of the British
ship "Albion%, Capt Brotebie (Williem), the wvessel, which sbout two
years ago, had been seized by the Custom bouse authorities at Astoris,
{she was seiged in the bsginning of April 1850) for cutting tisber at
Dungenese port in the United States Territery, condensed and s0ld ab
Stellacoom, the particulars of which I havo given in a former story
published in the Jundsy Oregonisn, in 1809 or 1900,

"Bill Bolbon® had been the Alblons carpenter, and had become an
American citizen, iaking s denision claim, and established & yard for
building and repairing boats and scows, snd even small ships. I made
up my mind to walk alony the shors line untll I got to "Bolionas®
place. I was woll acguaintcd with Dolton {who hed an zccount with us)
and T would engage him to return with me with tools, ano repalr the
canoe, I had 2 very arducus trip of it, erd srrived at "Boltons® place
in an exhsusbed state, Boliton imeediatoly agrosd to reburn with me ot
onee, and with 2 mac, an english sailor named "Lick Gibbs," and wita
the reogulsile tools and materisl, roturted ir a sall bool to "luckeralis.®
The wind blew almost a gale, and I felt far from conlortable in the
sall boat of Boltoms; which sailed at a fast pece steered and msnaged
by "Gibbo®, who it seems had been a weler man upon the Thames, England,
Bolton and Gibbs went to work, znd soon patched up the csuoe, making
her strong, and tight ewoush to admit of our contiuuing our trip. 1
agreed to leave the canos witha "Bolion® upon cur (p.4) roturm, to bs
tnoroughly overbaulsd and repairved, Ve remained in comp enother night,
the repairs belng finlshed too late; %o allow us o leave thst day, but
next morning, carly, we put the frelght on bourd, an? started with a
cold breosze blowing from toe lorth, a fair wind, bubt we didn't venture
to raise the sale, cbout micdey the wind began ke blow ruther stiff,
and my leading canoeist kept under the Veshon Island shore, it being
less windy there. ¥We kept on, a little alarmed ot tho force of the
wind, =nd our heasvily laden canve, until we made @ Island; opposite
5A1ki® point. We had time to eross (six or eight miles) before deriness
set in, but ¥dwheilliquelth® my calel man would nel venlure to mase the
passapge in the face of sucu & wind, 5o w9 made camp for the nighty in
& place protected from the wind, taking care titls time, to kesp our
canoo afloat all the time. We found ocur conee all righit on the morning
of the l4th (Sundey) and it sppeared to me thet the wind, shich wa
still blowing from the North, was not blowing hurd snough %o vrevent
our erossing. It bad snowed a little during the night, and it was cold
enough to mske thin ice. I was very snxious to eross over and gel rid
of my cargo, and bosides, our provisions waprs nearly gone, and eight of
us would scon have nothing but potatoes to eat, that is if we couldn't
arosg to Alki point, ®Swheliliqualth” seid that the wind waz gtill
blowing very hard, too hard for us to be exposad £ with the heavy load
we had, He said thal where ws were encamped, we could not feel, nor
ses the full force of the wind, but ne exclaimsd, look at the white caps
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(8.) pointing towards the open water of the Sound, which certainly did
look wery rough, bubt I was obstinate, and ignorant too of the dengers
to be incurred in cance traveling upon the wide parts of the Sound, and
I foolishly insisted upon leaving at once, and almost drove the Indlanas
one of whom waded in the oold water, and brought the cance closs enough
snable us to embark easily. "Swbeiliqualth” made no further objsobtion,
but muttered something in his opn langusge, and I understood him to say
"guch squolushehuke® which mweans in english, "large fool®, ¢f which I
took no notice, When we got outside the 1ittle bay, syound a polnt and
headed for Alki point, I saw at once that the poor indisn wes right, end
thet the wind was blowing much too hard for the safety of cur heavily
laden canoe, and when we were nesr the middle of the e¢rossing, I began
to think we should certainly founder. I then felt thenkful that I hsd
selected a good crew, for I am quite certain that 1t wss only the skill
of my crew, and the courage of my trusty leader "Swhelligualth" that
brought me safely through the perilous passage. He spoke cheeringly te
the men, snd evinced no bad feeling towards myself, but tried to put
courage into me by saying "we were all right,and would scom be in
gafety, ato. ote.” about two thirds of the way aeross the wide resch,we
passed close to the ship "G.W,Kendall™ on her way up the Sound ,
for a cargo of pile timbor, and I saw by the way she was pitched and .
tessed sbout, how severe the wind was blowing, snd the hands on board
the vessel crowded to the side as we passed, and stared’at us with
astonishment, I have often thought since, of the great risk we ren
{6.pe) and how nearly my ignorance of canoe traveling, caused the death
of seven poor indiang, for you must resollect that the canve was laden
with 100 bushels of potatbes, besides the eight 8 humen beings forming
her erew, she was pitohed and tossed about like a little chip of wood,
snd I expected, every minute, that she would capsisze, but noy she didn't even
ship sny water; and "Bill Bolton® deserved much praise for the able charecter
of his repair work at Tukuaralie. I am guite sure that 1t wes the strength
of my crew, snd the grest skill of my stespaman, %Swhelllquelth® that brought
ug through safely, As we approached the point, and the termination :
of our journey, the whole population of the village was esgembled on the
boach landing place, viewing with anxious eyes, our gradusl approach to
safety, and when at last a big wave drove the canoe upon the sandy beach,
upon which she struck, and was aplit from stem to atern, the good people
held heyr and prevented the receeding wave from taking her back, we jumped
outy; and our united efforts soon had the canve in safety. :

The inhsbitants of the point gave me a bearty welcome, and Mr.Denny (whe
afterwards became eminent, snd one of the leading men in the Territery of
¥Washington) took me to his house-s log cabin built inm very primitive style
and I spent the remainder of the day and night with him, and several other
gentlemen of whom Igan now reccllect "Ohss Teryy® "Lowe® "Bell” and

"Hsynard® but they were not all livipg in the "Denny® cabin. Taere were
two or three log housas there at that time, and not very lomg after my
visit, Hr.Denny,eand party moved fyrom *41ki® point, and located where the
preasnt city of Jsatile now astands (p.7.) Alki point was found to be too open,
snd exposed to the wind,snd offered no good protection for shipping.

-+ The load of potatoes was found to be but little dameged, but the cance
was in a deplorable condition, I instructed "Swheiliqualth® to pateh her
up, &nd with all hands take her to "Boltons® yardywho{“Bolton®) had been
reguested to alter and make into & new pance, which he did by ribbing her
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with oak end putting in rowlocks, snd making several oars so that in

the future she could be propelled with oars, o3 well sa paddles.

‘ 1 now looked about for mesns of conveysnuce home, for you nust

besr in nind, that in those days theore were no steambosts upon the

Sound, and pall boats were very scarce also, & large camp of indiams

was near the point, snd there I found a young Hisqually indien :

named Wyamoch {the men who fights) who was with bis wife paying a visit

to "Seattle®, chief of the Dawamish indiesns, "Wyamoch"™ was the son of

the decsased Nisqually chieftaip "Lochlet® and bis wife was sister to

mpathynus® the noted Snoguslmie chief, ®Wyamoch®™ was ebout to return

to Bisqually, end he offercd me e seat in his cavoe, which was one of

the smallest in use, so nall in size, that n strong man could carxy

it upop his shoulders, I dldn't like the ides of traveling in such

a small canoe, but being anxious to get home, I accepted bis offer,

and everything belng ready we sterted for home on the morning of the

18th, "Hyamoeh® in the stern and his wife in the bow of the cance

myself sitting on the bottom in the middls, and it was so frall a craflt

that I dared scarcely to mova in her, and the psssage up occupled nearly

the whole dsy. I recolleet when passing soross from Point Brown to

Point Defisnce, in about the widdle *twas quite rought, and I thought

{peds) that certainly the wretched 1little cance would turn ovor, and

take it all together, the last few days of cance iraveling satisfisd

we, and I have over since disliked that style of conveyance, and

avoid it all I possibly can. On our way up I stopped at "Bill Boltona®

#nd arrangsd with him sbout the repeirs and alterabions to the big

sanoey and proceeding we reached the Nisqually landing about S.p.ss

and glad enough T wes to get home agein, fully satisfied with this my

first sxperience in canoe treveling., Dr.Tolmle had become alarmed at

our prolonged mbsencey and was prepairing to send off & party to :

search for ua, At the landing, I found the ship "C.¥.EKendall® the

vessel we sighted when crossing from Dlakiey Island to “AlkiY point,

ghe bad a little carge for us, from San Frapciscs. The captain teold _

me of his zstonishment at seeing our cance in such & dangercus predicamenty

and how, every minute, they cxpected to see us turn over and simk.
lirsBolton, mede & goed job our canoey and she was now & stprong

steunch boat, well ribbed up, and with thwarts and rowlocks, stronger

in every respect than over she was before, she was not in use much longer

as a mall boat, the stesmer "¥ajor Tompkins® having arrived from |

Sen Francisco, and on the 24th (about) of September 1854, she commenced

conveying the United 3tates mall, betwesn Olympla, and Victoris, and the

good 0lG ¢snoe was disposed. of for a good price, after doing mimm

gorvice for sovoral years, She made many trips betweern the fwo ports

during her long nobive service, no lives were lost, melther was apy one

injured, Beforc the sdvent of steamers uoon Puget Sound, canoes wers

principally used, and to my knowledge (p.9.) s number of lives were lest,

and very seldom were any of the drowned bodies found. The Socund abounds
with Dog fish and Sharks, and a drowned human body wouldvery soon be
disposed of by these vorasious fishes. I have seen sharks brought to our
landing, which measured 15 feet in lengbh. I have known of the drowning
of geverasl of my acquaintances from boats, end I recollect e sad evant
which bappened in the fifties. Hajor Larnard when in command at Fort
3teilacoom(in 1858 or 54 I think it was) was ordercd o make s trip
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down the Sound on some military business, end with five or six men ,
sll soldiers, he started fyom Steilacoom in & fine substantlel whale
boat, the property of the United Utetes government., He called at ‘
Seattle, then a swall village, left that place, and nothing was over
after seen or heard of him, He left & widow but ne c¢hildren, I have
known of soveral lives having Yeen lost betwesn Olympla and Seattle,
and in all cases the loat ones were white peopla. I don't recollect
ever having hesrd of an indlan being drowned, and in the extensive
cence traveling done by the Hudson Bay Compmuy, upon the Sound, I
pnever heard of any lives baing loat. I suppose the indlans and the
Hudson Bay Cos. servants were mors skilful in the navigation of cences
many times I have known the unskilfulness of the cccupants of a boat
or canoe, has cauaed it to ospsize, and the consequence wus

loss of life, Thank goodnessy now, there 1l no necessity for using
cances and small boats upon Puget Svund, ané traveling is now

done with positive safely, mavy instences in lerge and swift going
gteam-boats. There is o large sumber of quits smell steamboats

{the "Mosquite® floet) running now betwsen the different Sound portsy
eapecially from Soatbtle,

July 4th 1801. E.Huggins,

A word or two sbout Hp.Bolton befors I conclude. He is alive
today, and resides in Tacoms, or its suburbs. For some years he worked
st his first shipyerd, situste sbout a mlle below Stellactom creek,
and he alsc cetablished a yard ian Vietorle, and 4id s great deal of
‘work there. He constiucted u schooner at his Stellacoom yard, and
built boats and scows, besides doing repalr work when called upon.

e 15 now, 1 should think, too old to do manual lebor, and I hope
be hes the means of living in comfort the remainder of his 1ife.

1f he chooses, and his memory has not failed him, the old
gentleman could tell many interesting stories of heppenings in plonser
daysy and I often wonder why some of the cpergetic young Tacoma reporters
do not interview the old man, and get from him something upon which
to base good stories for the Sundsy papers
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